Meditations on the Psalms

Volume Eleven: Psalms 101-110

by Abdul Noor Menes
Table of contents

1 PSALM ONE HUNDRED AND ONE......ccciitiiiiiininieiesie e 4
1.1 First: David the WOrShiPper.........coveieiie e 6
1.2 Second: David the JUSE KiNG.......cuoiiiiieiineneseeee et 10
1.3 QUESLIONS.....c.ueeeeeueeetiesteeieseeesieeeesseesteeeesseesse e seeseesseenseeseesseenseesensseeteeneesseeseaneenneenses 11

2 PSALM ONE HUNDRED AND TWO.....cciiiiiiiieieieiesie e seessessessesnesnens 11
2.1 First: The Psalmist's Complaint...........ccoveiieiiieiiiciie e 14
2.2 Second: The PSalMiSt'S HOPE........ccvoiiiieiece ettt 15
2.3 Third: Two Comforting DIffErenCeS..........ceiveieiiecieece e 18
2.8 QUESTIONS......euteeueesteesieeiestee e eeesaeeste e e e s ae e e sseesseenaeeseesseeseesseeaseeseesseenseeneesneenseensenneenses 19

3 PSALM ONE HUNDRED AND THREE.........ccocotititeieese e 19
3.1 First: The Psalmist GIVES ThanKS.........coeoieiieiieeee e 21
3.2 Second: Five BIessingS from GOd..........cccveiiiiieiiie e 22
33 Third: GOU'SMEICTY.......coiuieiecee sttt st e esreeae e e e nne s 38
3.4 Fourth: The Need fOr GOG.........ccoceiiieririreseeeee e 41
3.5 Fifth: Everyone GIveS THanKs..........cooviiiiiiinieeee e 43
3.6 QUESTIONS.....ccteieieitiesieeiestee et e sttt te s e s teente s s e s teentesseesseeseeeseenteentesseenseeneenneenes 44

4 PSALM ONE HUNDRED AND FOUR......ccocciiieieriese sttt sre e 44
4.1 First: The Work of the God Of Creation.............cceceveerenieieenecie e 47
4.2 Second: Meditating on the God of Creation............ccceveeveeieececce s 50
4.3 Third: Worshipping the God Of Creation............cccccvevveveeveeresiieseese e seesesee e 52

@ 11T 0] S 52




Meditations on the Psalms

5 PSALM ONE HUNDRED AND FIVE......cooiiiiiiieieeesese s 53
5.1 First: An Invitation to Reparathe Lord...........ccoeieeiieiiieiie e 55
5.2 Second: The Lord Reparas His COVENANL............cccoeeveiiesecie et 56
5.3 Third: The Lord fulfilled His Covenant in Jacob and Joseph...........cccceevveenvicennnnnne. 58
5.4 The Lord fulfilled His Covenant in M0oses and Aaron...........cccceveeeeeeeneesenseeseneneenns 59
5.5 QUESTIONS.....ceteeieeitie sttt st et s ettt et e sae et e et e e s e sbeeseesseesbeeneesseenteentesseenbeeneenneenees 60

6 PSALM ONE HUNDRED AND SIX.....cioiiiiieieieieeriesese st see s ssesseenes 60
6.1 First: An Invitation to Reparathe Lord...........cccoeieeiieciieiie e 63
6.2 Second: A Confession of Breaking the Covenant...........c.cccovveveieeie e veesecee s, 64
6.3 Third: Final Prayer and DOXO0IOGY.........ccceiirrierierieieeiesieesieseeseesaeseesseessesessseenseens 67
6.4 QUESTIONS......cteeuieeteeieeee st e sieeee s e e ste et este e e eseesteesseeseesseeseesseenseeseesseenseeneesneenseeneenneenses 68

7 PSALM ONE HUNDRED AND SEVEN......ccccotiiiieieieese e 68
7.1 First: The Joy Of REOEMPLION. .......coiiiiieeee e 70
7.2 Second: The Weakness Of MaN........c..coiiiiiiieninieeeeee e et 71
7.3 Third: The POWEr Of GOU.........ccoiiiiiieieiesie s 73
7.4 Fourth: An InVitation t0 WISHOM........ccoiiiiiineiiseneseeee e e 74
7.5 QUESTIONS......cteeeeeiteesieeee st e ste et s et e e e ste e e sse e s seenaeeneesseesaesseeaseeseesseenseeneesneenseeneenneenees 74

8 PSALM ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHT ......ccoiiieiecerese e 74
8.1 First: PraiSing 1N DIffICUILY........coiiiiiiie e 76
8.2 Second: Fulfilling the Promises Despite the Difficulty.........ccccoevevieiiie e, 78
8.3 QUESLIONS......eeeiteeiirieieeite et e et e e bt esateesbeesaee e beesaseebeesaeesseesaeeeabeesseesnseesasesabeesneesnseessees 80

9 PSALM ONE HUNDRED AND NINE.......ccciiiiririririeieniesie s 81
9.1 First: INVOKIiNG DIVINE HEIP......ooueiiiieiie e 83
9.2 Second: Invoking a Curse upon the ENEMIES...........ccoiiiienerienieeeeeese e 84
9.3 Third: The Reason for Invoking Divine HElP........cooviieiiiiiieeeeee e 86
9.4 FOUIth: The DIVINE ANSWES .......couiiiiiieiieeie ettt sttt sa s 87
0.5 QUESLIONS......eeeiteeeireeteeiteeeteeetreesteesareesbeesseeebeesaseebeesaeesaseesaseeabeesseesnseesaeesabeesseeenseesees 88

10 PSALM ONE HUNDRED AND TEN......coctiiiiiiininiesiesesieseseee e 88
10.1 First: Christ the KING.......ooeeeeeeieieiesese et 91

Page 2



Meditations on the Psalms

10.2 SecoNd: ChriSt thE PrIESE.......co e
10.3 QUESKIONS.......eceiuieeeiiieecitte e et e et e e et e e et e e s be e e e b e e e sabeeeeaseeesaeesseeesseeesseeesaneeesnreeesanes
1L QUIZ. et eetee ettt ettt et e st e s b e st e e e be e e be e sheeeabeeaaee e beeahaeebeeaaeeebeeeheeebeeanreereenareeans

Page 3



Meditations on the Psalms

All scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from the New King James Version®.
Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

All scripture quotations marked "NIV" are from THE HOLY BIBLE: NEW INTERNATIONAL
VERSION(r). NIV(r). Copyright (c) 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of
Zondervan Publishing House. All rights reserved.

1. PSALM ONE HUNDRED AND ONE
The Righteous and Just King
1 A Psalm of David. | will sing of mercy and justice; to You, O LORD, | will sing praises.

2 1 will behave wisely in a perfect way. Oh, when will You come to me? | will walk within my house
with a perfect heart.

31 will set nothing wicked before my eyes; | hate thework of those who fall away; it shall not cling to
me.

4 A perverse heart shall depart from me; | will not know wickedness.

5Whoever secretly slander s his neighbour, him | will destroy; the one who has a haughty look and a
proud heart, him | will not endure.

6 My eyes shall be on the faithful of the land, that they may dwell with me; hewho walksin a perfect
way, he shall serve me.

7 He who wor ks deceit shall not dwell within my house; hewho tellslies shall not continuein my
presence.

8 Early | will destroy all thewicked of the land, that | may cut off all the evildoersfrom the city of the
LORD.

In this psalm David states his holy intention to lead alife of purity, and to repudiate all
crookedness and deviation in his kingdom. He asks his God, "When will Y ou cometo
me?'because he wantsto live in the presence of God at al times. When that happens God's
presence will fill his heart and the Lord will reign over his house. He will lead and guide him,
and finaly, the Lord will rule the kingdom through him. David lived with God and praised
Him. His daily behaviour was compatible with his singing and his writings, because he
applied the texts of his songs to his personal life as a sincere worshipper of God. Asaking
entrusted by God to carry the responsibility of ruling and caring for his people, he wanted to
be the just ruler of avirtuous kingdom.

In this psalm David carries us away to meditate on his own personal life as abeliever and as
head of afamily, and the reality of his practical life as king and ruler. He shows us how a
worshipper applies what he says with his mouth in his own practical, daily life.
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David explained his ethicsin Psalms 15 and 24. He wondered, "LORD, who may abide in

Y our tabernacle? Who may dwell in Y our holy hill?'Then he answered, "He who walks
uprightly, and works righteousness, and speaks the truth in his heart; He who does not
backbite with his tongue, nor does evil to his neighbour, nor does he take up a reproach
against his friend" (Psalms 15:2,3). Again he wondered, "Who may ascend into the hill of the
LORD? Or who may stand in His holy place?' Then he answered, "He who has clean hands
and a pure heart, who has not lifted up his soul to an idol, nor sworn deceitfully" (Psalms
24:3,4). Hislast words were, "Thus says David the son of Jesse; thus says the man raised up
on high... the sweet psalmist of Israel: "The Spirit of the LORD spoke by me, and His word
was on my tongue... He who rules over men must be just, ruling in the fear of God. And he
shall be like the light of the morning when the sun rises, a morning without clouds, like the
tender grass springing out of the earth, by clear shining after rain™ (2 Samuel 23:1-4). Thisis
the righteous David, the just king, of whom the Lord testified, "I have found David the son of
Jesse, aman after My own heart, who will do all My will"(Acts 13:22).

Expositors gave Psalm 101 many titles, two of which are: "A depiction of David the
King"and "A Psalm to Princes'. Many godly kings committed it to memory. It was said of
King Ernest the Pious of Saxony that he sent the text of this psalm to one of his corrupt
ministers, which gave rise to the saying about any corrupt official: "He will soon receive
Psalm 101 to read."

The occasion for writing this psalm is not known for sure, yet expositors offered three
occasions in David'slife, any of which could have been the occasion for writing this our
psalm:

1. Hemay have written it after the death of King Saul (2 Samuel 1:1-10). David was thirty
years old then when the leaders of the tribe of Judah came to ask him to be the ruler over
their tribe. David accepted their request and reigned over Judah for seven and a half
years. The capital of his kingdom was Hebron. Thus David's status changed dramatically,
after he had seen some hard days running away from King Saul, who chased him from
caveto cave. He felt grateful to the Lord for changing his condition, so he declared that
he would be loyal to God and be ajust ruler over his people.

2. Hemay have written it after the death of his last opponent from Saul's family when all
the other tribes asked him to take over the government. They told him, "Indeed we are
your bone and your flesh... "Y ou shall shepherd My people Israel, and be ruler over (all)
Isragl™ (2 Samuel 5:1,2). He sat on the throne in Jerusalem for 33 years. He sang this
psalm to give thanks to God, praying that he may walk perfectly in the fear of the Lord
and to reign over the people with justice.

3. He may have written it on the occasion of removing the ark of the Lord's covenant to the
city of Jerusalem, the new capital, as asign of God's presence in the midst of His people
(2 Samuel 6). In thefirst place, the ark was not moved according to the Mosaic Law.
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Instead of carrying it on the shoulders of the priests, they carried it on anew oxcart. So
when the oxen stumbled, a man named Uzzah put out his hand to the ark of God and took
hold of it, and was struck dead by God on the spot. David feared the Lord, but soon
understood why Uzzah died. Once he knew the right way for carrying the ark, he had it
moved to the tent he built for it. Perhaps thisis why he asks in this psalm, "When will

Y ou come to me?'(verse 2). It looks like he was saying, "1 have prepared myself, my
family and my city in the way that pleases Y ou, O Lord, and my city has become Yours. |
want it to always be the city where the ark of the covenant dwells, which you made with
your people asasign of your presence in their midst."It seemslike David understood the
intent of Christ's statement: "He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he
who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and | will love him and
manifest Myself to him... If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will
love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him"(John 14:21,23).

When the Lord honours and blesses you, giving you a specia grace and success, sing this
psalm along with David, having resolved to lead a pure and godly life, full of love for your
family and the others.

The psalm contains the following:
« First: David the worshipper (verses 1-4)
» Second: David the just king (verses 5-8)

1.1. First: David the Wor shipper

(verses 1-4)

1. Theworshipper givesthanks: "l will sing of mercy and justice; to You, O LORD, | will
sing praises'(verse 1). David sang to the Lord who is just and merciful every day, as
Ethan the Ezrahite did, "Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Y our throne;
mercy and truth go before Y our face"(Psalms 89:14). David recalled how much strife and
troubles he suffered from, and how he experienced the divine providence that assisted
him and rescued him from every adversity. He then realized that every ruler must
exercise mercy and justice in his judgments. "In mercy the throne will be established; and
One (ruler) will sit on it in truth, in the tabernacle of David, judging and seeking justice
and hastening righteousness’ (Isaiah 16:5). He realized that every believer who wants to
walk in a perfect way must overflow with praise to the good God, who is abundant in
mercy and great in forgiveness. He must also thank Him for his equity that is manifest in
His judgments and behave in away that isin keeping with his faith, treating others with
mercy and justice. "He (the Lord) has shown you, O man, what is good; and what does
the LORD require of you but to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your
God?'(Micah 6:8).
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o let us participate with David in thanking the Lord and singing of Hisjustice and
mercy. Thereis success and failurein our lives, aswell as the fulfillment of dreams and
disappointments. Our lives have both the sweet and the bitter, days of health and days of
illness, days of gain and days of loss. Let us, then, thank the Lord for the mercies He
showers upon us in the midst of all thisand say with David, "l have called upon Y ou, for
Y ou will hear me, O God; incline Your ear to me, and hear my speech. Show Y our
marvellous loving kindness by Y our right hand, O Y ou who save those who trust in Y ou
from those who rise up against them. Keep me as the apple of Y our eye; hide me under
the shadow of Y our wings'(Psalms 17:6-8). Let us praise God and thank Him for Hisjust
judgments toward us, whether by rewarding or chastising us, for the apostle Paul says,

"Y ou have not yet resisted to bloodshed, striving against sin. And you have forgotten the
exhortation which speaks to you asto sons: "My son, do not despise the chastening of the
LORD, nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him; for whom the LORD loves He
chastens, and scourges every son whom He receives" (Hebrews 12:4-6).

2. Theworshipper strivesfor perfection (verse 2):

1.

Perfection of intention: "I will behave wisely in a perfect way" (verse 2a). In wisdom
and understanding David declares that he intends to walk in amorally perfect way,
for "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom"(Psalms 111:10), and "The
way of the just is uprightness'(Isaiah 26:7). David said, "For all Hisjudgments were
before me, and | did not put away His statutes from me"(Psalms 18:22). Afterwards
when God told Solomon, "Ask! What shall | give you?'he answered, "Giveto Y our
servant an understanding heart to judge Y our people, that | may discern between good
and evil."So the Lord answered him, "l have given you a wise and understanding
heart" (1 Kings 3:5-15). It is awise and understanding man who walks in the way that
pleases the Lord, because it is the perfect way. For example, man often wantsto
avenge himself and take the law into his own hands, assuming that obedience to God
will deprive him of hisrights. So he does not obey God's order: "Do not avenge
yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it iswritten, “Vengeance is Mine, | will
repay, says the Lord"(Romans 12:19). Y et the perfect attainment of our rights and the
perfect victory are only in obeying the Lord's orders not to take revenge and leaving it
up to the Lord to render to each one what is due to him. How beautiful is the advice:
"See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise" (Ephesians 5:15).

Perfection of eager ness. "Oh, when will You come to me?'(verse 2b). David'slife
was replete with sweet memories with the Lord. He must have recalled how he
dreaded the coming of the ark of the Lord's covenant to hiscity. He said, "How can
the ark of the LORD come to me?'(2 Samuel 6:9). But now he getsrid of fear and is
filled with confidence and eagerness for the Lord's presence, so much so that he says,
"Oh, when will Y ou come to me?'He expresses the feelings of the Korahitesin the
statement, "My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When shall | come and appear
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before God?'(Psalms 42:2). He declared his eagerness to be even closer to the Lord,
so that he could acquire more understanding of the perfect way that he resolved
wholeheartedly to follow. He will not sin against himself or sin in passing judgment
because the Lord will give him wisdom and holiness. In this request of his he asks
God to fulfil His promise to His people: "In every place where | record My name |
will cometo you, and | will bless you"(Exodus 20:24).

Come, let us declare our eagerness to live always in the presence of the Lord, making
Him King over our lives. Say to Him, "When will Y ou come to make my behaviour
in accordance with your will? When will Y ou come to my house as God, so that |
may say together with my family, "But as for me and my house, we will serve the
LORD'? (Joshua 24:15). When will Y ou have the final word in everything | do?
When will you steer the ship of my life to where Y ou want and please? Thisistruly
heaven on earth!"How trueis Saint Augustine's words: "God, Y ou have created us for
Y ourself; our souls will never find rest unless they rest in You."

. Perfection of family life: "I will walk within my house with a perfect heart"(verse
2c). Palaces are usually places for corruption, intrigue and lust. David, however,
declares that his palace will be adwelling place for the Lord, as though he were
repeating the motto: "The Lord isthe Lord of this house, the unseen guest at the table
and the silent listener to every conversation."David was not only interested in
behaving perfectly before the people as king, but was careful to behave in a perfect
way before God at home. It was even said of him after he had transferred the ark, "He
blessed the people in the name of the LORD of hosts... So all the people departed,
everyone to his house. Then David returned to bless his household" (2 Samuel
6:18-20). Striving for perfection, he said, "l was aso blameless before Him, and |
kept myself from my iniquity" (Psalms 18:23). Solomon the wise also said, "The
righteous man walks in his integrity; His children are blessed after him" (Proverbs
20:7). David announces here that he will walk amid his children with a perfect heart,
to model righteousness and goodness of heart. David must have recalled what Job did
with his children: "And his sons would go and feast in their houses, each on his
appointed day, and would send and invite their three sisters to eat and drink with
them. So it was, when the days of feasting had run their course, that Job would send
and sanctify them, and he would rise early in the morning and offer burnt offerings
according to the number of them all. For Job said, "It may be that my sons have
sinned and cursed God in their hearts.' Thus Job did regularly”(Job 1:4,5).

The most difficult place to show our faith is at home. We often save the nice words
for our dealings outdoors, and leave only the harsh words for indoors! The most ideal
place for expressing feelings of love is at home, where our spouses and children are.
Home is also the best place for testing a man's faith with his nuclear and extended
family. The Lord always looks for a god-fearing home where He can find rest, as
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Christ looked for a home where He could rest on Wednesday during the Passion
Week, and chose the home of Mary, Martha and Lazarus (Matthew 26:6-13). The
believers at Colossae found their rest in Philemon's house, for which reason Paul
wrote to him and the church, saying, "Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy
our brother, to Philemon our beloved friend and fellow labourer, to the beloved
Apphia, Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church in your house: Grace to you
and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ"(Philemon 1:1-3). Does
Christ find your house an oasis of rest and do the believers rest at your home?

3. Theworshipper hates evil (ver ses 3,4):In these two verses David announces his perfect
loyalty to God and that he will striveto lead alife of obedience, departing from all evil
and loathing it.

1.

Hewill not imitate thewicked: "I will set nothing wicked before my eyes'(verse
3a). Heresolved not to imitate any evil thing he sees in the wicked, no matter how
famous or successful they are, because what the eyes behold and are attracted to
enters the heart. "The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your eye is good, your
whole body will be full of light. But if your eyeis bad, your whole body will be full
of darkness. If therefore the light that isin you is darkness, how great is that
darkness!"(Matthew 6:22,23). Our first parents set the forbidden tree before their
eyes, and found it good for food, pleasant to the eyes, and desirable to make one wise,
so they disobeyed God (Genesis 3:6). David guarded himself, though, against what
they had done, and learnt the necessity of obedience.

Thereis till another possible meaning to David's statement that he won't set anything
wicked before his eyes, namely that he will not set before his eyes, or have intentions,
to commit any wicked act. His entire intention was directed toward perfect, virtuous
behaviour, because "If | regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear” (Psalms
66:18). His motto was, "But it is good for me to draw near to God; | have put my trust
in the Lord GOD, that | may declare all Y our works"(Psalms 73:28).

He will shake off any deviation: "I hate the work of those who fall away; it shall not
cling to me"(verse 3b). God ordered His people, "So none of the accursed things shall
remain in your hand... Beware lest there be a wicked thought in your

heart" (Deuteronomy 13:17; 15:9). David acted on this commandment and decided to

shake off all deviation and unbelief.

Hewill not be friendswith thewicked: "A perverse heart shall depart from me; |
will not know wickedness'(verse 4). David knew that "Those who are of a perverse
heart are an abomination to the LORD, but the blameless in their ways are His
delight"(Proverbs 11:20). So he decided to have nothing to do with the wicked. We
ought to follow David's example, for "Evil company corrupts good habits'(1
Corinthians 15:33). We must obey the apostolic command: "Do not be unequally
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yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with
lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? And what accord has
Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever?'(2 Corinthians
6:14,15).

1.2. Second: David the Just King

(verses 5-8)

1. Thejust king rejectsthe onewho secretly slanders: "Whoever secretly slanders his
neighbour, him | will destroy”(verse 5a). A slanderer is somebody who tells lies about
others, and hurts people by what he says about them behind their backs, giving them no
chance to defend their name. A king must have assistants and counselors to give him
reports about the coun-try and the people. They should be honest and truthful, never
slan-dering or wronging anyone, but give the king a true representation of the people and
the state of affairs. If those around the king are honest, their reports will be honest, too;
hence the king's decisions will be just. But if those around the king are wicked, they will
submit false reports, which will lead to unjust and wrong decisions. For this reason King
David did not permit anyone to slander others se-cretly; he rather removed them from his
retinue, for "If aruler pays attention to lies, all his servants become wicked" (Proverbs
29:12).

2. Thejust king regectsthe haughty: "The one who has a haughty look and a proud heart,
him | will not endure”(verse 5b). David said to the Lord, "For Y ou will save the humble
people, but will bring down haughty looks"(Psalms 18:27). David had followed the
example of his God; he did not endure haughty people like Haman. When King
Ahasuerus asked Haman, "What shall be done for the man whom the king delights to
honour?'he thought in his heart, " Whom would the king delight to honour more than
me? He suggested that the king should clothe him with the royal robe, let him ride on the
king's mare, give him the king's crown to wear, then parade him on horseback through the
city square, and proclaim before him: "Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king
delights to honour!" So the king ordered this to be done to Mordecai, the gatekeeper of
the palace (Esther 6:6-11). Truely, "The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken
and a contrite heart; these, O God, Y ou will not despise”(Psalms 51:17). So "Be clothed
with humility, for “God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble." Therefore
humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time" (1
Peter 5:5,6).

3. Thejust king uses a perfect and faithful man: "My eyes shall be on the faithful of the
land, that they may dwell with me; he who walks in a perfect way, he shall serve
me"(verse 6). David was faithful, walked wisely and in a perfect way. Therefore he loved
those who are faithful and perfect. He continually looked for them to be paras of his
entourage, counsellors, confidantes, co-workers and servants.
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4. Thejust kingdrivesout theliars: "He who works deceit shall not dwell within my
house; he who tells lies shall not continue in my presence” (verse 7). David suffered
greatly from the lying deceivers who sold him out to King Saul, who chased him and
sought to kill him. When Saul was caught one time by David, David said to him, "Why
do you listen to the words of men who say, “Indeed David seeks your harm'?*(1 Samuel
24:9). And when God made David king, he did not want anyone to suffer the way he
suffered, so he drove the deceivers out of his house. It was David also who said, "Let the
lying lips be put to silence, which speak insolent things proudly and contemptuously
against the righteous’ (Psalms 31:18). He who endeavors to walk in a perfect way cannot
live in harmony with a deceiver, but rather says, "Asfor the saints who are on the earth,
‘They are the excellent ones, in whom isall my delight"* (Psalms 16:3).

5. Thejust king cleanses the capital of his kingdom: "Early | will destroy all the wicked
of the land, that | may cut off all the evildoers from the city of the LORD" (verse 8).
David did not settle for just cleansing his palace from the wicked deceivers, but planned
to cleanse his entire capital from them every day, "For heis God's minister to you for
good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; for heis God's
minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil"(Romans 13:4). David
called the capital of his kingdom "the City of God,"therefore he planned to cleanse it
from the workers of evil, in order to be the ideal city, a utopia. He planned that
"early"every morning he would drive away from it the wicked and the unjust, who do
wrong to others. The Lord said, "O house of David! Thus saysthe LORD: "Execute
judgment in the morning; and deliver him who is plundered out of the hand of the
oppressor, lest My fury go forth like fire and burn so that no one can quench it, because
of the evil of your doings™ (Jeremiah 21:12).

So let us ask the Lord to bring us closer to Him, because if we walk close to Him we will
be faithful in our work, house and ministry. We will deserve to hear the Lord say to us,
"Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over afew things (your
personal and family life, with your spouse and children), | will make you ruler over many
things (a bigger and better work in ministry and society)"(Matthew 25:23). Let us walk
before the Lord perfectly and uprightly, because we are the salt of the earth and the light
of the world, so that our light may so shine before men, that they may see our good works
and glorify our Father in heaven (Matthew 5:13-16).

1.3. Questions
1. Why did God say that David is a man after His own heart?
2. What did David mean when he said that he will behave in a perfect way?

2. PSALM ONE HUNDRED AND TWO
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A Prayer of an Afflicted Man When He Is Faint

1 A prayer of the afflicted when heis overwhelmed and poursout hiscomplaint beforethe LORD.
Hear my prayer, O LORD, and let my cry cometo Y ou.

2 Do not hide Your face from mein the day of my trouble; incline Your ear to me; in the day that | call,
answer me speedily.

3 For my days are consumed like smoke, and my bones are burned like a hearth.

4 My heart isstricken and withered like grass, so that | forget to eat my bread.

5 Because of the sound of my groaning my bones cling to my skin.

61 am likea pelican of thewilderness; | am like an owl of the desert.

71 lieawake, and am like a sparrow alone on the housetop.

8 My enemiesreproach me all day long, those who deride me swear an oath against me.

9 For | have eaten asheslike bread, and mingled my drink with weeping,

10 Because of Your indignation and Your wrath; for You have lifted me up and cast me away.
11 My daysarelike a shadow that lengthens, and | wither away like grass.

12 But You, O LORD, shall endureforever, and the remembrance of Your nameto all generations.
13 You will arise and have mercy on Zion; for thetimeto favour her, yes, the set time, has come.
14 For Your servantstake pleasurein her stones, and show favour to her dust.

15 So the nations shall fear the name of the LORD, and all the kings of the earth Your glory.

16 For the LORD shall build up Zion; He shall appear in Hisglory.

17 He shall regard the prayer of the destitute, and shall not despise their prayer.

18 Thiswill bewritten for the generation to come, that a people yet to be created may praisethe
LORD.

19 For Helooked down from the height of His sanctuary; from heaven the LORD viewed the earth,
20 To hear the groaning of the prisoner, to release those appointed to death,

21 To declarethe name of the LORD in Zion, and His praisein Jerusalem,

22 When the peoples ar e gather ed together, and the kingdoms, to servethe LORD.

23 He weakened my strength in the way; He shortened my days.

241 said, " O my God, Do not take me away in the midst of my days; Your yearsare throughout all
generations.”

25 Of old You laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens arethe work of Your hands.
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26 They will perish, but You will endure; yes, they will all grow old like a garment; like a cloak You
will change them, and they will be changed.

27 But You arethe same, and Your yearswill have no end.

28 Thechildren of Your servantswill continue, and their descendants will be established before Y ou.

This psalm is the fifth among the seven psalms of repentance (Psalm 6,32,38,51,102,130 and
143). Saint Augustine requested these psalms to be written down and hung on the wall across
from hissick bed in hislast days, so that he could read them and be comforted. How much
do we need to stop awhile and meditate on our livesin God's presence, and ask, " Search me,
O God, and know my heart; try me, and know my anxieties; and seeif there is any wicked
way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting” (Psalms 139:23,24). The way these psalms of
repentance are distributed among the psalms teaches us that our prayers should include
thanksgiving and praise, crying for deliverance and rescue, crying for victory over sinsand
weaknesses, as well as confession and repentance. This requires open eyes and attentive ears
to God's voice, so that our lives may be pleasing to Him. In reciting the psalms of repentance
we come to recognize that God does not want to record our mistakes in order to punish usfor
them, rather to confess them and repent of them. Above al, He is aloving Father, who
always welcomes the repentant sinner with open arms. God receives us as we are, weak and
unclean, to make us strong and clean. He says, " Come now, and let us reason together,' says
the LORD, "Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are
red like crimson, they shall be as wool™ (Isaiah 1:18).

This psalm describes the feelings of a bedridden patient, saddened by the guilt that brought
about his sickness. He cries out, "Because of the sound of my groaning My bones cling to my
skin"(verse 5). In much the same way he was al so saddened by the condition of his people
and the community of believers of histime. The psalm is a prayer of a man who pours out his
complaint in God's presence, because his cup isfull of his afflictions, which he incurred for
his sins and those of his brothers. When the body is in pain, each organ suffers, and when an
organisill, the whole body is affected. It isjust as Paul said, "Who isweak, and | am not
weak? Who is made to stumble, and | do not burn with indig-nation?'(2 Corinthians 11:29).

Y et the psalmist recalls the Lord's plentiful mercies, which comfort him and cause him to
say, "You will arise and have mercy on Zion; for the time to favour her, yes, the set time, has
come'(verse 13). He asks the Lord to intervene to rebuild the Church, so that God will have
the credit: "For the LORD shall build up Zion; He shall appear in His glory"(verse 16).

The psalm contains the following:

e First: The psalmist's complaint (verses 1-11)

» Second: The psamist's hope (verses 12-22)

e Third: Two comforting differences (verses 23-28)
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2.1. First: The Psalmist's Complaint

(verses 1-11)

1. A crying complaint: "Hear my prayer, O LORD, and let my cry cometo Y ou. Do not
hide Y our face from me in the day of my trouble; incline Y our ear to me; in the day that |
call, answer me speedily” (verses 1,2). The afflicted man who grew faint cries and pours
out his complaint to the Deliverer who is able to save those who are tempted, who shows
pity and compassion on the mi-serable. He upholds all who fall and raises up all who are
bowed down; He heals the broken-hearted and binds up their wounds; He comforts all
who mourn. The psalmist requests the Lord to hear his prayer, for He said, "It shall come
to pass that before they call, | will answer; and while they are still speaking, | will
hear"(Isaiah 65:24). He is sore afraid that the Lord will hide the light of his brilliant face
from him in the time of his trouble, causing the world to grow dark in his sight. He fears
that the Lord will neglect his request, put off the answer or grow weary of his complaints,
so he requests that his cry be allowed to come into God's presence, so that He might
in-cline His ears and rush to his aid like a mother who bows down to wipe away the tears
of her weeping child. If men hear the crying of their children "shall God not avenge His
own elect who cry out day and night to Him, though He bears long with them? ...He will
avenge them speedily”(Luke 18:7,8). Even if He does not give the believer what he asked
for, He will still give him grace and strength to help him achieve victory, saying to him
all the while, "My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in
weakness' (2 Corinthians 12:9).

2. Thereasonsfor the complaint (verses 3-11):

1. A seriousillness: "For my days are consumed like smoke, and my bones are burned
like a hearth. My heart is strick-en and withered like grass, so that | forget to eat my
bread. Be-cause of the sound of my groaning My bones cling to my skin"(verses 3-5).
The psamist complains that he spent days burning like dry firewood from the
intensity of his grief over his own sins and the sins of his people. Hislife began to
disappear quickly and use-lessly like smoke, his bones dried up like twigs of dry
wood and his heart, the source of hislife and vigour, became like withered grass,
scorched and dried up by the harsh sun. He no longer savoured joy and quit eating his
food. He groans increasingly owing to his swellings, "my bones cling to my skin."We
hear an echo of such acomplaint in Job's words: "My bone clings to my skin and to
my flesh, and | have escaped by the skin of my teeth"(Job 19:20). Or perhaps he
recalled the Scripture: "When with rebukes Y ou correct man for iniquity, Y ou make
his beauty melt away like a moth; surely every man is vapour"(Psalms 39:11).

2. Deadly londliness: "I am like a pelican of the wilderness; | am like an owl of the
desert. | lie awake, and am like a sparrow alone on the housetop” (verses 6,7). The
psalmist compares himself to birds that live far away from people in wastelands and
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desolate ruins, which serve as signs of evil omen. He likened himself to alonely bird
that singsin a sad voice on a housetop, under the heat of the sun or the downpour of
rain, unable to fly away with his broken wings and his voice growing hoarse with the
bitternessin his soul.

3. Thereproaches of the enemies: "My enemies reproach me all day long, those who
deride me swear an oath against me. For | have eaten ashes like bread, and mingled
my drink with weeping, because of Y our indignation and Y our wrath; for Y ou have
lifted me up and cast me away. My days are like a shadow that lengthens, and |
wither away like grass'(verses 8-11). His enemies gloated over his sickness and
loneliness, derided him for being abandoned by his God, and, out of spite and hatred
for him, swore to stand against him to increase his suffering and speed up his total
ruin. His soul broke within him; he chewed and swallowed ashes (asign of grief), his
tears of pain mixed with his drink, so that he was neither satisfied nor quenched. He
knew that all thiswas aresult of God's anger with him for his sins. Because of His
indignation He lifted him up and cast him away like a powerful storm or adestructive
hurricane. Isaiah said, "Our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away" (Isaiah
64.6). His days have become like along shadow cast by the setting sun, like dry grass
with neither beauty nor usefulness, as though saying with Jeremiah, "Woe to us, for
the day goes away, for the shadows of the evening are lengthening" (Jeremiah 6:4).

2.2. Second: The Psalmist's Hope

(verses 12-22)

1. HishopeisintheLord: "But You, O LORD, shall endure forever, and the remembrance
of Your name to al generations. Y ou will arise and have mercy on Zion; for thetimeto
favour her, yes, the set time, has come. For Y our servants take pleasure in her stones, and
show favour to her dust”(verses 12-14). In al probability these verses were written
during the captivity. After the psalmist had lifted up his complaint to the Lord, he
directed his face to the heavens, for himself and on behalf of his people. There he saw
God, who reigns from eternity to eternity, who said to Moses, "Thus you shall say to the
children of Israel: "The LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you. Thisis My name forever, and thisis My
memorial to al generations™ (Exodus 3:15). He is the same God of whom Jeremiah said,
"You, O LORD, remain forever; Y our throne from generation to
generation”(Lamentations 5:19). He must show mercy to Zion according to His sure
promises, as Isaiah confirmed, " Speak comfort to Jerusalem, and cry out to her, that her
warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned; for she has received from the Lord's hand
double for all her sins'(Isaiah 40:2). The time of favour has come as the Lord said to
Habakkuk, "For the vision is yet for an appointed time; but at the end it will speak, and it
will not lie. Though it tarries, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not
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tarry" (Habakkuk 2:3). The psalmist emphasizes that the Lord surely feels for His people
who love the stones of the city of God, which was razed to the ground by
Nebuchadnezzar, and still yearn for the dust on its streets. Sanballat commented
mockingly, "Will they revive the stones from the heaps of rubbish; stones that are
burned?'(Nehemiah 4:2). But the Lord rose up to show mercy and nullified the mockery
of Sanballat and those who took his side. "For He says. "In an acceptable time | have
heard you, and in the day of salvation | have helped you.' Behold, now is the accepted
time; behold, now isthe day of salvation"(2 Corinthians 6:2). " So the ransomed of the
LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing, with everlasting joy on their heads.
They shall obtain joy and gladness; sorrow and sighing shall flee away... The captive
exile hastens, that he may be loosed, that he should not die in the pit, and that his bread
should not fail"(Isaiah 51:11,14).

. Hishopeisin a coming generation that will comprehend (ver ses 15-18):When the
psalmist lifted his eyes up to heaven he rejoiced and his soul was filled with hope that a
new generation, which knows the Lord, is coming.

1. Heknowsthefear of theLord: "So the nations shall fear the name of the LORD,
and all the kings of the earth Y our glory"”(verse 15). When God brings His people
back from captivity to Jerusalem both kings and subjects will comprehend the glory
of the Almighty God: "So shall they fear the name of the LORD from the west, and
His glory from the rising of the sun; when the enemy comesin like aflood, the Spirit
of the LORD will lift up a standard against him... the Gentiles shall come to your
light, and kings to the brightness of your rising”(Isaiah 59:19; 60:3). Thusthe
generation coming after Nebuchadnezzar will comprehend that the Lord is glorious
and to be feared, and every knee shall bow to Him, those in heaven and those on
earth, and worship will extend from the limited earthly Zion to the whole earth. And
in fact, this did happen on the Day of Pentecost as the Holy Spirit fell upon the
worshippers who celebrated the Passover from every tribe, nation and people under
heaven (Acts 2:21), who returned to evangelise their own countries. "And it shall
come to pass that whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved"(Acts 2:21).
"Now in the church that was at Antioch there were certain prophets and teachers:
Barnabas (a Cypriot who gave away hisfield to the church), Simeon who was called
Niger (probably a black African), Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen who had been brought
up with Herod the tetrarch (an aristocrat), and Saul (a doctor of the Jewish
Law)"(Acts 13:1).

2. HeknowstheLord'sglory: "For the LORD shall build up Zion; He shall appear in
His glory"(verse 16). The Lord's glory appears clearly in His Church which He built
up and purchased with His own blood, not of hewn rocks, but of living stones which
are holy templesin which He dwells through His Spirit. In this way the prophecy will
be fulfilled that says, " And | will shake all nations, and they shall come to the Desire
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of All Nations, and | will fill this temple with glory," says the LORD of hosts. "The
glory of thislatter temple shall be greater than the former,' says the LORD of
hosts'(Haggai 2:7,9).

Heknowsthe Lord'sresponse: "He shall regard the prayer of the destitute, and shall
not despise their prayer"(verse 17). The Lord's response to the prayers of His people
shows that He is the One Who hears prayer; to Him all flesh will come (Psalm 65:2).
It proves that He is the only true God, who answers the prayer of the afflicted when
heisfaint and pours out their complaint before Him. He does not let him go
empty-handed, but encourages him, saying, "But you, when you pray, go into your
room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who isin the secret
place; and your Father who seesin secret will reward you openly"(Matthew 6:6).

Heknowsthe Lord'swriting: "Thiswill be written for the generation to come, that
apeople yet to be created may praise the LORD"(verse 18). Both inspired Scripture
and history record God's great work, so that the coming generations may study the
greatness of God's deed with the previous generations. Thus they will know that "The
eternal God isyour refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms* (Deuteronomy
33:27). Therefore they will shout, "I will sing of the mercies of the LORD forever;
with my mouth will I make known Y our faithfulnessto al generations... But the
mercy of the LORD isfrom everlasting to everlasting on those who fear Him, and His
righteousness to children's children, to such as keep His covenant, and to those who
repara His commandments to do them(Psalms 89:1; 103:17,18).

3. Hehashopein divine deliverance (ver ses 19-22):

1.

The Lord hearsand sees. "For He looked down from the height of His sanctuary;
from heaven the LORD viewed the earth, to hear the groaning of the prisoner, to

rel ease those ap-pointed to death” (verses 19,20). "He who planted the ear, shall He
not hear? He who formed the eye, shall He not see? He who in-structs the nations,
shall He not correct?'(Psalms 94.9,10). Asthe psalmist lifted up his prayer, the Lord
looked down from heaven to answer the prayer. When he complained the Lord did
not rise up to show mercy to him and his people (verse 13). But now the time for
tender mercy had come, and the Lord looked down from on high and fixed His gaze
on the earth to answer the prayer. "Look down from heaven, and see from Y our
habitation, holy and glorious... Doubtless Y ou are our Father...Y ou, O LORD, are our
Father; our Redeemer from everlasting is Y our name"(Isaiah 63:15,16). God must
hear the groans of the prisoner who has been exhausted by the long prison night, as
He did with Peter when He gave him restful sleep and woke him up to rescue and
release him (Acts 12). God did the same when he opened the prison gate for Paul and
Silas and brought them out of it (Acts 16). He sees the pains of the sinner who has
been bound by the sins and evils, as he cries out in repentance, and hastens to set him
from Satan's imprisonment. The prisoner then says, "But God, who isrich in mercy,
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because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ"(Ephesians 2:4,5).

2. Thelord reveals: "To declare the name of the LORD in Zion, and His praisein
Jerusalem, when the peoples are gathered together, and the kingdoms, to serve the
LORD"(verses 21,22). Sinnerstend to say that "The LORD does not see, nor does the
God of Jacob understand" (Psalms 94:7). Nevertheless the Lord did not leave Himself
without witness; the healing of the afflicted when he grew faint and the return of the
exiled people made everyone comprehend that the Lord is God, and soon they came
to repent and believe in Him, and, finaly, walk in Hisway. "The eyes of the LORD
are on the righteous, and His ears are open to their cry"(Psams 34:15). Every believer
who has been delivered by God will shout, "Behold, God is my salvation, | will trust
and not be afraid; "For YAH, the LORD, is my strength and song; He also has
become my salvation..." and in that day you will say: "Praise the LORD, call upon His
name; declare His deeds among the peoples, make mention that His name is exalted.
Sing to the LORD, for He has done excellent things; thisisknown in al the
earth™ (Isaiah 12:2-5).

2.3. Third: Two Comforting Differences
(verses 23-28)

After the complaint came the hope, because the afflicted man who grew faint, together with
his people, has fixed his eyes on God. At the conclusion of this psalm the psalmist's soul
filled with comfort because he could see the brevity of hisdaysin the light of God's eternity,
then saw the changing world all around him in the light of divine stability.

1. A difference between man and God: "He weakened my strength in the way; He
shortened my days. | said, ‘O my God, do not take me away in the midst of my days;
Y our years are throughout all generations™ (verses 23,24). Owing to sickness the afflicted
man who grew faint saw his body aging prematurely. But he shifted his gaze away from
his own weakness and brevity of daysto meditate on the One with endless years. He
realized that the Lord made man weak so that He would realise that the Lord is strong, so
that the created man would repara his Creator and obtain mercy and find grace to help in
time of need. "Man who is born of woman is of few days and full of trouble. He comes
forth like aflower and fades away; He flees like a shadow and does not continue(Job
14:1,2). But the eternal God gives mortal man eternal life: "And as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God so loved the world that
He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believesin Him should not perish but have
everlasting life"(John 3:14-16). How lovely for man to call the Lord "my God". It isthis
personal relationship that gives man sanctification and life eternal.
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2. A difference between God and nature: "Of old You laid the foundation of the earth,
and the heavens are the work of Y our hands. They will perish, but You will endure; yes,
they will al grow old like a garment; like a cloak Y ou will change them, and they will be
changed. But Y ou are the same, and Y our years will have no end. The children of Y our
servants will continue, and their descendants will be established before Y ou' (verses
25-28). When the afflicted man compared his age with that of heaven and earth, he found
that hislifeis short and transient. As he looked up and compared God with nature, which
He created, the man found that nature had a beginning and an end. But, God is eternal,
already there even before the world He Himself created came into existence, and He will
also remain after the form of thisworld passes away. "The heavens will pass away with a
great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works
that arein it will be burned up" (2 Peter 3:10). Nature changes in obedience to the Lord's
commands, who directs the winds and brings down rain to fill the seas, who shakes the
earth, causes volcanoes to burst forth and change the face of the earth. They all change,
but He remains the same yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews 13:8). Paul quoted those
words when he was speaking of Christ, God's eternal Word (Hebrews 1:10-12).

Despite the brevity of the life of the afflicted man, he says to the Lord, "The children of Y our
servants will continue, and their descendants will be established before Y ou"because the
Lord makes them dwell in safety. They will grow and take root like a tree planted by the
rivers of water that brings forth itsfruit in its season, whose leaf also shall not wither. How
beautiful isthe future picture of the believers which the prophet Daniel saw: "And behold,
One like the Son of Man, coming with the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of
Days, and they brought Him near before Him. Then to Him was given dominion and glory
and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. Hisdominion is an
everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and His kingdom the one which shall not
be destroyed... But the saints of the Most High shall receive the kingdom, and possess the
kingdom forever, even forever and ever”"(Daniel 7:13,14,18).

2.4. Questions
1. Why did St. Augustine hang this psalm on hiswall?
2. Mention the two differences the psalmist with which ended his psalm.

3. PSALM ONE HUNDRED AND THREE

Bless the Lord, O my Soul
1 A Psalm of David. Blessthe LORD, O my soul; and all that iswithin me, bless His holy name!
2 Blessthe LORD, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits:

3 Who forgivesall your iniquities, who heals all your diseases,
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4 Who redeemsyour life from destruction, who crowns you with loving kindness and tender mercies,
5 Who satisfies your mouth with good things, so that your youth isrenewed likethe eagle's.

6 The LORD executes righteousness and justice for all who are oppressed.

7 Hemade known Hiswaysto M oses, His actsto the children of Isradl.

8 The LORD ismerciful and gracious, slow to an-ger, and abounding in mercy.

9 Hewill not always strive with us, nor will He keep His anger forever.

10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, nor punished us according to our iniquities.

11 For asthe heavens are high abovethe earth, so great isHis mercy toward those who fear Him;
12 Asfar astheeast isfrom the west, so far hasHe removed our transgressions from us.

13 Asafather pitieshischildren, sothe LORD pitiesthose who fear Him.

14 For Heknows our frame; Hereparasthat we are dust.

15 Asfor man, hisdays arelike grass; asa flower of thefield, so heflourishes.

16 For thewind passes over it, and it isgone, and its placereparasit no more.

17 But the mercy of the LORD isfrom everlasting to everlasting on those who fear Him, and His
righteousnessto children's children,

18 To such as keep His covenant, and to those who repara His commandmentsto do them.
19 The LORD has established Histhronein heaven, and His kingdom rules over all.

20 Blessthe LORD, you His angels, who excdl in strength, who do Hisword, heeding the voice of His
word.

21 Blessthe LORD, all you His hosts, you ministers of His, who do His pleasure.
22 Blessthe LORD, all Hisworks, in all places of His dominion. Blessthe LORD, O my soul!

Thisisapsam of joy, thanksgiving and praise. It opens and closes with the imperative:
"Bless the LORD, O my soul."For the Lord isthe believer'srefuge at all times. When heis
weary, he complains to Him, and He opens his hand of mercy to fill him with goodness. The
Lord said, "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be
opened to you"(Matthew 7:7). Also when the psalmist is happy, he goes to Him in gratitude
and appreciation, because he experiences the divine generosity of giving and feels how
indebted heis, so he impels his soul to offer thanksgiving, saying, "Bless the LORD, O my
soul."If it is natural to cry out when in trouble, it is only appropriate to give thanks when we
are blessed. As much as we expect aresponse from our generous God, He also expects us to
thank Him when He grants our request. After Christ had healed the ten lepers, only one
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returned to thank Him. He asked, "Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the
nine?'(Luke 17:17).

From both the introduction and conclusion of this psalm we learn the necessity of thanking
God. We are to begin and conclude our spiritual life with thanksgiving. Aswe start our right
spiritual life with repentance and confession, trusting in the forgiving atonement of Christ,
Christ enters our lives, and we begin our new spiritual life span with thanksgiving, saying, "l
was blind, now | see”"(John 9:25). And as our life here on earth nearsits end, we also bless
Him and thank Him, because He has begun a good work in us, which He promised to
complete (Philippians 1:6). Now we are nearer to the completion of our salvation (Romans
13:11) and will dwell in the house of the Lord forever (Psalms 23:6). Let us begin every day
with the prayer: "Bless the LORD, O my soul,"and conclude it with the prayer: "Bless the
LORD, O my soul."When faced with a problem, let us embark on solving it by thanking
God, who is an expert at solving problems. When the problem is resolved, thanks to Him, we
are to thank Him because He heard and answered.

The psalmist opens his psalm by demanding that his soul thank God for His favour and grace
to him personally, having received five blessings from God. Then he moves on to urging the

angels, the Lord's hosts, servants and all His works to join him in thanking the God of mercy,
truth, revelation and the keeping of the covenant, whose kingdom dominates all.

The psalm contains the following:

« First: The psalmist gives thanks (verses 1,2)

» Second: Five blessings from God (verses 3-5)
e Third: God's mercy (verses 6-12)

« Fourth: The need for God (verses 13-18)

« Fifth: Everyone gives thanks (verses 19-22)

3.1. First: The Psalmist Gives Thanks
(verses 1,2)

In the midst of feeling gratitude for God's favour, the psalmist said, "Bless the LORD, O my
soul; and all that is within me, bless His holy name! Blessthe LORD, O my soul, and forget
not all His benefits’(verses 1,2). God had blessed the psalmist out of the goodness of His
heart, so, in return, the psalmist demanded that his soul bless God with all the mind, the
emotions, the will, the thought and the tongue, under all circumstances, because he felt how
greatly indebted he was to the generous Creator. The apostle Paul said, "Blessed be the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the
heavenly placesin Christ"(Ephesians 1:3). The apostle Peter also said, "Blessed be the God
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and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us
again to aliving hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an
inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for
you'"(1 Peter 1:3,4). God, therefore, blesses us with His rich gifts, both spiritually and
physically. In return, we bless Him by exalting Him, praising Him, revering His name,
thanking Him, giving Him credit and talking to others about Him. We also say to Him, "All
things come from Y ou, and of Y our own we have given Y ou"(1 Chronicles 29:14).

1. Heblessesand thanks Him because Heisthe Lord:Heisthe Lord of creation, the
supreme Ruler of both heaven and earth, who owns every beast of the forest, and the
cattle on athousand hills (Psalms 50:10). As a son feels gratitude for hisfather who is
"the lord of the house,"so does David expresses his gratitude to God who is"GOD the
Lord."

2. Heblesses and thanks Him because He isthe holy One: The angels shout to him,
"Holy, holy, holy isthe LORD of hosts; the whole earth isfull of His glory!"(Isaiah 6:3),
and in the vision John saw all creation shouting to Him: "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God
Almighty, who was and is and isto come! " (Revelation 4:8). All His works are pure, and
every "good gift and every perfect gift isfrom above, and comes down from the Father of
lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning”(James 1:17). "God is light
and in Him isno darkness at all" (1 John 1:5).

3. Heblessesand thanks Him because He isthe benefactor :His benefits are free gifts to
the undeserving man-kind. He acts benevolently because He is gracious by nature "who
givesto al liberally and without reproach”(James 1:5). As aresult of His generous
benefits we say, "The LORD is my shepherd; | shall not want,"past, present and future.
"But | have trusted in Y our mercy; my heart shall rejoicein Y our salvation. | will sing to
the LORD, because He has dealt bountifully with me"(Psalms 13:5,6).

Men are tempted to forget to thank God, athough they do not for-get to ask for their needs!
Therefore we are admonished: "Beware, lest you forget the LORD who brought you out of
the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage. Beware that you do not forget the LORD your
God"(Deuteronomy 6:12; 8:11). And as we obey this command we say, "l will mention the
loving kindnesses of the LORD and the praises of the LORD, according to all that the LORD
has bestowed on us, and the great goodness toward the house of Israel, which He has
bestowed on them according to His mercies, according to the multitude of Hisloving
kindnesses'(Isaiah 63:7).

3.2. Second: Five Blessings from God
(verses 3-5)

The psamist mentions five blessings God gives freely to the believer: Forgiveness of all sins,
healing of all diseases, redemption of the soul from the pit, crowning the soul with mercy and
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loving-kindness and satisfying life with goodness.

1. Theblessing of forgiveness. "Who forgives all your iniquities’(verse 3a). The
enumeration of five blessings begins with thanking God who forgives al the sins of the
repentant sinner. Through forgiveness God begins to be pleased with him and starts His
good work in him. Man cannot enjoy the rest of God's gifts unless he is sure that God
accepted and forgave him.

1.

The meaning of forgiveness: The word "forgiveness'is rich in meanings; here are
some of them.

*To let go:When Joseph, Mary's husband, knew she was pregnant, he "was minded to
put her away secretly”(Matthew 1:19), namely let her go. Of course there is some
difference between Joseph's position to his blessed fiance’e Mary and our position to
God as sinners. We are guilty and our transgression is evident and established. Y et
God saysto the repentant sinner, "1 will let you go; | will forgive you and demand no
punishment for what you've done. | will not proclaim your disobedience." Thisis
exactly what Christ did with the woman who was caught in adultery; He forgave her
and said to her, "Go and sin no more"(John 8:11). The gospel did not record her
name, because God released her and let her go. Likewise the gospel did not record the
name of the sinful Samaritan woman who repented (John 4), as well as many others.

*Freedom and release: Christ declared that His mission was to free and liberate,
which had been foretold by Isaiah long ago: "To proclaim liberty to the
captives'(Isaiah 61:1; Luke 4:18). When the king forgave the indebted servant who
could not pay, he "released him, and forgave him the debt"(Matthew 18:27). The
word is used here in the same sense as when Pilate the governor "was accustomed to
releasing to the multitude one prisoner whom they wished" (Matthew 27:15). He
released Barabbas during the feast even though he was guilty. Thisis forgiveness; the
Lord frees the sinner from the bonds of his sins and set him at liberty. Christ said,
"Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed" (John 8:36).

*Remission: Christ told a parable of a man who had two peo-ple in his debt, "and
when they had nothing with which to repay, he freely forgave them both"(Luke 7:42).
He simply remitted the debt.

*Covering: Psam 32 opens with the statement: "Blessed is he whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered” (Psalms 32:1). The author of Psalm 85 said, "Y ou
have forgiven the iniquity of Y our people; Y ou have covered all their sin"(verse 2).
When God covers transgression He no longer sees it, because He Himself covered it
and hid it. Our first parents tried to cover themselves with leaves, but to no avail.
Therefore God provided them with areal cover; He made them shirts from animal
skins, from a sacrifice. Thisisthe garment of righteousness that comes from God.
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How thankful we are to God, for He covered, absolved and released the soul that was
polluted with sin, and let it go free!

*Blotting out: "Have mercy upon me, O God, according to Y our loving kindness,
according to the multitude of Y our tender mercies, blot out my transgressions. Hide
Y our face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities'(Psalms 51:1,9). It means. Do
not let them be recorded in Y our book, but wipe them out entirely.

*Removal: "Asfar asthe east is from the west, so far has He removed our
transgressions from us'(Psalms 103:12). The east and the west will never meet, and
so will the transgressions of the repentant sinners never be seen or counted against
them.

*Casting: "Who isaGod like Y ou, pardoning iniquity and passing over the
transgression of the remnant of His heritage? He does not retain His anger forever,
because He delights in mercy. He will again have compassion on us, and will subdue
our iniquities. You will cast al our sinsinto the depths of the sea'(Micah 7:18,19).

*Putting away: When David confessed his sin before Nathan the prophet, Nathan
said to him, "The LORD also has put away your sin; you shall not die"(2 Samuel
12:13). Paul also said of Christ, "He has delivered us from the power of darkness and
conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of Hislove"(Colossians 1:13).

. Thefoundation of forgiveness. There are two bases for receiving forgiveness.

* The grace of God:as David wrote Psalm 103 by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit,
he must have been thinking of the Passover lamb. Its blood was applied by the
Hebrews on the two doorposts and the lintel of their houses on the night they left
Egypt, so that the destroyer would pass over them when he came (Exodus 12:13-23).
He must have also been thinking of the bronze serpent which Moses had lifted up in
the Sinai Desert, and that every one of the Israelites who was bitten by a snake and
looked at the bronze serpent in faith was healed of the deadly venom (Numbers 21).

The Passover lamb and the bronze serpent were both symbols of salvation, which was
to come through Christ. When John the Baptist saw Christ, he exclaimed, "Behold!
The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!"(John 1:29,36). Paul said the
same thing also: "For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us'(1
Corinthians 5:7). Christ Himself said to Nicodemus, "And as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life"(John 3:14,15).

Forgiveness of sin, then, isafree gift from God alone: "For by grace you have been
saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it isthe gift of God, not of works, lest
anyone should boast"(Ephesians 2:8,9).
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* Repentance: The tax collector prayed, "God, be merciful to me asinner!"and went
down to his house justified (Luke 18:13). The repentant thief on the cross said to the
other thief, "We indeed (are crucified) justly"then, turning to Christ, said, "Lord,
reparame when Y ou come into Y our kingdom' (Luke 23:40-42).

It is not naturally easy to confess our sins and repent, because we prefer to blame
others. Confession of sins, however, means that we have discovered our
transgressions and shortcomings, as well as our inability to save ourselves. At this
point we turn to the Saviour who is able to save to the uttermost (Hebrews 7:25).

In order to obtain forgiveness, some people try to keep certain laws, but they soon
discover that these only show them their wrongs. The laws are like a straight
measuring stick that shows any crookedness and shortcomings, but is unable to
complete that shortcoming or straighten the crookedness. The harder man tries to
apply the laws the clearer he sees hisinability, and cries out, " O wretched man that |
am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?'(Romans 7:24).

Some people try to obtain forgiveness by means of doing good works, but they forget
that their ability to do good is from God, that the money they offer to the needy isa
gift from God, and that the intelligence they use to serve othersis also from God. So,
we cannot have forgiveness except as a free gift from God, having believed in Him
and trusted His grace that was made manifest in the cross. This truth was seen in the
blood of the Passover lamb on the doorposts and in the bronze serpent on the pole,
because"If anyoneisin Christ, heisanew creation (and anew direction); old things
have passed away; behold, all things have become new" (2 Corinthians 5:17). Let us
return to God in repentance, trusting the atonement of Christ, who said, "The one who
comesto Me | will by no means cast out"(John 6:37). So let us hasten to Him, saying,
"You said, "Seek My face,' my heart said to You, "Your face, LORD, | will

seek™ (Psalms 27:8).

The blessings of for giveness: The psalm introduces the five blessings with the
blessing of forgiveness, because it isthe basis for enjoying all of God's blessings.
Man can never enjoy God's blessings, whether they be health, family or work unless
he has peace with God. Sin raises adividing wall between man and God, which
screens of f the divine light from reaching man, causing hislife to become dark no
matter how much health, riches, knowledge or friends he has. Health cannot give light
to life, neither can money, however abundant, shine on our hearts. Knowledge
increases man's woe, because the more knowledge he acquires the more ignorant he
feels. "Of making many books there is no end, and much study is wearisome to the
flesh”"(Ecclesiastes 12:12). Only one Person can help us enjoy life; that is God, when
He grants us forgiveness. It is He who commanded "light to shine out of darkness,
who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in
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the face of Jesus Christ"(2 Corinthians 4:6). "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness' (1 John 1:9). "In
Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the

riches of His grace"(Ephesians 1.7).

When we receive God's forgiveness we have peace with God, with ourselves and with
others, too. We also receive the free gift of adoption, because all those who receive
Christ's salvation "to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who
believe in His name: who were born... of God"(John 1:12,13). At this juncture they
will say to each other, "Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us,
that we should be called children of God"(1 John 3:1). They will also say, "Therefore,
having been justi-fied by faith (through what Christ has done for us), we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have access by faith
into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. And not
only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces
perseverance; and perseverance, character; and character, hope. Now hope does not
disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy
Spirit who was given to us'(Romans 5:1-5). How lovely it isto stand in God's grace,
near to Him, at peace with Him, following our Saviour in confidence, love and
obedience.

2. Theblessing of healing: "Who heals all your diseases'(verse 3b). Our heavenly King is
the only One who "forgives all your iniquities’and "heals all your diseases."One may fall
ill because of his guilt, and God heals his spirit by forgiveness, then heals his body.
Christ said to the paralytic, "Son, your sins are forgiven you,"and quickly added, "l say to
you, arise, take up your bed and go to your house"(Mark 2:5,11). Christ said to the sick
man of Bethesda after healing him, " See, you have been made well. Sin no more, lest a
worse thing come upon you" (John 5:14).

Onemay also fall ill because of a broken heart and of grief, asitissaid, "Anxiety in the
heart of man causes depression” (Proverbs 12:25). But when someone starts a pure,
personal relationship with God, he will run to Him with a son's frankness, and pray, "Our
Father in heaven, hallowed be Y our name"(Matthew 6:9). He will pray for comfort for
his sorrow, so that the divine promise is fulfilled to him: "As one whom his mother
comforts, so | will comfort you"(Isaiah 66:13). Through this sweet, personal relationship
with God the sick is healed from his sickness, which was brought about by the
brokenness of his soul. Therefore he will say, "Why are you cast down, O my soul? And
why are you disquieted within me? Hope in God; for | shall yet praise Him, the help of
my countenance and my God"(Psalms 42:11). And he will hear, "But to you who fear My
name the Sun of Righteousness shall arise with healing in Hiswings; and you shall go out
and grow fat like stall-fed calves'(Malachi 4:2).
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There are also physical diseases that the Lord heals through medi-cines or miracles, or
through grace, which enables the sick person to bear the torments of his disease.
Complete healing, however, will be achieved when the believer is taken up to heavenly
glory.

1. Healingistorestore somethingtoitsoriginal state:God created man righteous and
complete, but sin destroyed everything. Righteousness and reconciliation with God
are part of man's original nature, whereas sinis foreign to his nature. Health is
original, whereas sickness is foreign. Therefore the psalmist says, "Before | was
afflicted | went astray, but now | keep Y our word" (Psalms 119:67). When we say that
God heals al our sicknesses we are talking of the Creator God who restores
everything to its original state. God created man after every other thing, and saw that
it was good, and indeed it was very good. (Genesis 1:4,31). But "through one man sin
entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to al men, because all
sinned"(Romans 5:12).

2. ThelLordistheHealer:God let the Israglites know Him as "the LORD who heals
you'right after their escape from Egypt. "So Moses brought Israel from the Red Seg;
then they went out into the Wilderness of Shur. And they went three daysin the
wilderness and found no water. Now when they came to Marah, they could not drink
the waters of Marah, for they were bitter. Therefore the name of it was called Marah.
And the people complained against Moses, saying, 'What shall we drink? So he cried
out to the LORD, and the LORD showed him atree. When he cast it into the waters,
the waters were made sweet. There He made a statute and an ordinance for them. And
there He tested them, and said, "If you diligently heed the voice of the LORD your
God and do what isright in His sight, give ear to His commandments and keep all His
statutes, | will put none of the diseases on you which | have brought on the Egyptians.
For | am the LORD who heals you™ (Exodus 15:22-26).

"The LORD who heals you"in Hebrew is atitle: " Jehovah Ropheh”. Thisword
"Ropheh”"may be linked to the Arabic root rapha, meaning to darn or mend. It isso
fitting, then, to say that the Lord is the Healer who restores the warp and woof of the
human body to their original state, healing the wounds and setting the broken bones.
Martin Luther said, "The physician is the cobbler of the human body, because he
stitches its torn parts together." The Lord is the greatest physician there is. Has not
Christ said, "I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more
abundantly” (John 10:10)? An abundant life isawhole life, which the Lord touches
with His blessing, forgiving all sins and healing all diseases. To Him we pray, "Heal
me, O LORD, and | shall be healed; save me, and | shall be saved, for Y ou are my
praise”(Jeremiah 17:14).

3. How doesthelLord heal us?
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(1) He heals usthrough medicine: The Bible recorded several cases of healing
through medicine. Here are three of them:

i. The healing of King Hezekiah: Hezekiah developed a deadly boil, and was told by
the prophet Isaiah, "Thus says the LORD: "Set your house in order, for you shall die
and not live." Then Hezekiah turned his face toward the wall, and prayed, "Repara
now, O LORD, | pray, how | have walked before Y ou in truth and with aloyal heart,
and have done what is good in Y our sight." And Hezekiah wept bitterly." Then God
said to Isaiah, "Go and tell Hezekiah, "Thus says the LORD, the God of David your
father: "1 have heard your prayer, | have seen your tears; surely | will add to your
daysfifteen years."' ... Now Isaiah had said, "L et them take alump of figs, and apply
it as a poultice on the boil, and he shall recover™ (Isaiah 38:1-4,5,21).

ii. The healing of Epaphroditus. Epaphroditus carried a gift of money from the church
at Philippi to the apostle Paul, who was imprisoned at the timein Rome. He
volunteered to serve Paul, but sickness prevented him from doing so. So the apostle
nursed him until he got better. Although the apostle had been given the gift of healing
people miraculously (Acts 14:8-10; 16:16-18; 28:8), God, in His wisdom, intended
for Epaphroditus to be healed in a natural way. Epaphroditus received medical
treatment until he got better. The apostle Paul wrote about this incident thus: " For
indeed he was sick amost unto death; but God had mercy on him, and not only on
him but on me also, lest | should have sorrow upon sorrow" (Philippians 2:27).

iii. The healing of Timothy: Paul sent Timothy a medicinal recipe, most likely in the
form of advice from Luke the physician, in which he told him to "No longer drink
only water, but use alittle wine for your stomach's sake and your frequent
infirmities'(1 Timothy 5:23).

(2) He heals through miracles: The pages of the Bible are full of cases of miraculous
healing. The apostle James admonished, "Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for
the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the
name of the Lord"(James 5:14). Here are two examples from the Old and New
Testaments of miraculous healing:

i. The healing of Naaman the Syrian: There is no cure for leprosy, and a person
suffering from it expected only death. Naaman the Syrian, however, was cured from
his leprosy when he "dipped seven times in the Jordan, according to the saying of the
man of God; and his flesh was restored like the flesh of alittle child, and he was
clean"(2 Kings 5:10-15).

ii. The healing of the man who was born lame: Thiswas the first miracle to be
performed after the Pentecost. A forty-year-old lame man, who had never walked
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before, was healed. Peter took him by the right hand and lifted him up, and the man
leapt for joy (Acts 3).

(3) He givesgrace to the sick person to bear his sickness. The greatest example of such
adituation is Paul's condition. Paul said, "A thorn in the flesh was given to me, a
messenger of Satan to buffet me"(2 Corinthians 12:7). We do not know exactly what that
thorn was, but it could have been an eye disease (Galatians 4:13-15). Paul prayed three
times asking for healing, but did not get it because the Lord said to him, "My graceis
sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness."No sooner had he heard
this than he responded, "Therefore most gladly | will rather boast in my infirmities, that
the power of Christ may rest upon me"(2 Corinthians 12:9).

(4) God will give complete healing in heaven:Every believer realizes that he has alife
without end, which started the day he opened his heart to the Lord. Therefore the believer
does not consider death as the end of hislife, but a passage to a better life. He says, "For
to me, to liveis Christ, and to die is gain... having a desire to depart and be with Christ,
which isfar better” (Philippians 1:21,23). There "God will wipe away every tear from
their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more
pain, for the former things have passed away. Then He who sat on the throne said,
'‘Behold, | make all things new™ (Revelation 21:4,5). Thisis the perfect health and
complete healing which the Lord wants to give to the believer.

3. Theblessing of redemption: "Who redeems your life from destruction”(verse 4a). The
Hebrew word shachat can mean both "hole"and "destruction”. In this verse "hol€"would
indicate the grave, i.e. physical death, and "destruction"would be the eternal destiny of
the lost. When God blesses someone by forgiving his sins, He also redeems him from
hellfire. When God blesses someone by healing his sickness, He also redeems hislife
from destruction. Elihu, Job's friend, mentioned these two blessings as he said, "In order
to turn man from his deed, and conceal pride from man (i.e. to help him repent and
change his direction, as well as remove pride from him in order to confess hissins to the
Lord), He keeps back his soul from the Pit, and hislife from perishing by the sword"(Job
33:17,18). King Hezekiah received the two blessings, so he sang to the Lord this song of
thanksgiving: "O LORD, by these things men live; and in al these thingsis the life of my
spirit; so You will restore me and make me live. Indeed it was for my own peace that |
had great bitterness; but Y ou have lovingly delivered my soul from the pit of corruption,
for You have cast all my sins behind Y our back” (Isaiah 38:16,17).

1. Redemption from the hole that men dig:In saying this David must have been
thinking of Saul's plotsto kill him. At one time Saul offered his daughter to himin
marriage if he (David) would kill a hundred Philistines of the king's enemies. In
giving such an offer Saul was digging a hole for David, for he expected him to die
while carrying out such an impossible mission (1 Samuel 18). At another time
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David's next of kin, his own son Absalom, dug a hole for David in that he planned a
coup, in which he would kill hisfather and rulein his place (2 Samuel 15). But the
Lord saved David from those pits of death.

David must also have recalled his forefather Joseph who was thrown down into a
cistern by his own brothers, but "The LORD was with Joseph, and he was a
successful man”(Genesis 39:2). God released him from Pharaoh's prison, placed him
in a distinguished position, so that, looking back, Joseph could say to his brothers,
"Asfor you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in order to bring it
about asit isthis day, to save many people alive' (Genesis 50:20).

A friend may dig ahole for you with good intention, in order to drive you away from
something that appears to be harmful, yet is good and necessary for achieving God's
purposes. Peter scolded Christ to drive Him away from the cross, but Christ answered
him, "Get behind Me, Satan! Y ou are an offence to Me, for you are not mindful of the
things of God, but the things of men"(Matthew 16:23).

. Redemption from the hole that the devil digsfor usor we for ourselves: James
said, "Let no one say when heistempted, '| am tempted by God'; for God cannot be
tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone (by evil). But each one is tempted
when heis drawn away by his own desires and enticed. Then, when desire has
conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth
death”(James 1:13-15). The man who is drawn away by the devil's deception will fall
into the hole of disobedience. The devil deceives us when he makes good look like
evil, and fools us by his false representation. The devil never twists the arm of anyone
to make them sin, but is content with false suggestions. It is up to man himself to
accept or refuse. Pharaoh attempted to harm the Israglites, but the harm that the

| sraelites caused to themselves was far worse. Pharaoh caused them bodily harm, but
it was their murmuring against God that caused their destruction and falling into the
pits of lust in a place called Kibroth Hattaavah (Numbers 11:33,34).

On the other hand, the Lord warns people of sin, and it is the people themselves who
either pay attention to the warning or are drawn away by deception. In both cases God
still wants to redeem the penitent from the devil's pit and save them from falling into
his snare. Obviously aship isin no danger from the water that surrounds it; the
danger liesin letting the water come into the ship. Therefore Christ prayed for the
believers, saying, "I do not pray that Y ou should take them out of the world, but that

Y ou should keep them from the evil one"(John 17:15).

. How redemption is achieved: David must have been thinking of redemption in terms
of the Mosaic Law. A redeemer was someone who redeemed, i.e. ransomed, a
prisoner, or discharged the debt of someone unable to pay it. A redeemer was also
next of kin, someone responsible for someone else by reason of close kinship. This
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sense of the word is made clear by Naomi when she spoke with Ruth about Boaz:
"Thisman isarelation of ours, one of our close relatives'(Ruth 2:20). Therewas a
closer relation to them than Boaz who refused to fulfil the legal obligations of
kinship, so Boaz filled his place and performed all the duties required by law. When
David said that the Lord redeems his souls from the pit he meant that the Lord was
his nearest relation, his next of kin. Redemption from slavery and from debts took
place in the year of Jubilee (Leviticus 25:25,47-49). The gospelstell usthat Christ
came to proclaim the year of Jubilee and called it "the acceptable year of the
LORD,"in which He proclaimed liberty to the captives and the opening of the prison
to those who are bound (Luke 4:19). Thus He proclaimed that He was our Redeemer,
our next of kin, the only One that can save us from the pit of sin, which leads anyone
who fallsinto it to the eternal pit of destruction. On the last day, at the Second
Coming of Christ, the Lord will raise the bodies of the believers from the pit and the
grave: "For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice
of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first"(1
Thessalonians 4:16).

Now you must be wondering, "How can Christ be any relation of ours?' Scripture
saysthat Christ isthe Creator, the Son of God from eternity past, and we are created
of dust. He isthe Holy One who came down from heaven, and we are mortal sinners.
But God, who isrich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,
cameto us, born of awoman, the blessed Virgin Mary, born under the law (Ephesians
2:4; Gaatians 4:4). The Bible also con-firms that "Great is the mystery of godliness:
God was manifested in the flesh" (1 Timothy 3:16). "And the Word became flesh and
dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the
Father, full of grace and truth... And of His fullness we have al received, and grace
for grace"(John 1:14,16). Because of this Martin Luther said to Him, "My Lord, Jesus
Christ, Y ou have become what Y ou were not so that | can become what | was not."He
became a man to make us partakers of the divine nature (2 Peter 1:4). On the cross He
carried our sins and became sin for our sake, that we might become the righteousness
of God in Him (2 Corinthians 5:21). And by virtue of this redemption He saysto
every one who believesin Him, "Fear not, for | have redeemed you; | have called you
by your name; Y ou are Mine"(Isaiah 43:1).

When John the Baptist was born his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit
and prophesied, "Blessed isthe Lord God of Israel, for He has visited and redeemed
His people” (Luke 1:68). Christ promised the believers not only to visit them but also
to accompany them on their life journey. He said, "L o, | am with you aways, even to
the end of the age"(Matthew 20:28). Christ came in the form of aman and visited
Planet Earth, having provided eternal redemption. When we were yet hopelessin our
pit of sin He came to us, and He still comesto visit usin al situations; in our sins,
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sicknesses and when our enemies plot against us. We can always hear Him calling,
"Cometo Me, al you who labour and are heavy laden, and | will give you
rest"(Matthew 11:28). When we answer His call we become "justified freely by His
grace through the redemption that isin Christ Jesus'(Roman 3:24).

4. Theblessing of loving kindness and tender mer cies: "Who crowns you with loving
kindness and tender mercies'(verse 4b). In the first three blessings we saw God blessing
us with the basics; i.e. forgiveness, healing and redemption. But in the fourth and fifth
blessings we see Him granting extra benefits. crowning the head with loving kindness
and tender mercies and satisfying one's mouth with good things, so that one'syouth is
renewed. The psamist saysto the Lord that He crowns His children with loving kindness
and tender mercies, considering them princes and princesses. They are the sons and
daughters of the heavenly King.

1. A crown of tender mercies means kinship:Rachamim (tender mercies) in the
Hebrew language is derived from the same root as "womb"and "kinship", that is, any
blood relationship. The Lord showed loving kindness to His people by granting them
adoption and making them paras of His family and household. When Moses was sent
to Pharaoh to get the children of Israel out of Egypt, Moses was commanded to say,
"Thus saysthe LORD: "Israel is My son, My firstborn... let My son go that he may
serve Me" (Exodus 4:22,23). Christ said, "For whoever does the will of My Father in
heaven is My brother and sister and mother” (Matthew 12:50). God saysto the
believers, "Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow
citizens with the saints and paras of the household of God"(Ephesians 2:19). Since we
do not deserve God's acceptance due to our transgression, He shows us loving
kindness as we cry out to Him, "Have mercy upon me, O God, according to Y our
loving kindness; according to the multitude of Y our tender mercies, blot out my
transgressions'(Psalms 51:1). To everyone who accepts Christ as a merciful
Redeemer He gives "the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His
name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of
man, but of God"(John 1:12,13). This means those who are not born from a physical
relationship, nor by human will, but rather through the work of God. The believers
marvel at this heavenly work and say to one another, "Behold what manner of love
the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God!" (1 John
3:1). "For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the
Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, "Abba, Father.' The Spirit Himself bears
witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs; heirs of
God and joint heirs with Christ"(Romans 8:15-17). The credit for all thisgoesto
Christ who came "to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the
adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son
into your hearts, crying out, "Abba, Father!' Therefore you are no longer aslave but a
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son, and if ason, then an heir of God through Christ"(Galatians 4:5-7). Adoption
gives ustheright to call God "Abba, Father". Abbais actually an Aramaic word. Paul
guoted it and then trandlated it into Greek, "father". Paul meant that we could call
God "Abba'with the same familiarity that children have with their own father, yet we
should respect Him a'so by using the more formal word "father”. Thisfilial
familiarity is related to the boldness, access and confidence given to us by God
(Ephesians 3:12). When God grants us adoption we become heirs of God and joint
heirs with Christ. So praise the Lord.

A crown of tender mer cies means loving kind-nessfor His people: After granting
them adoption, God shows mercy to His people, and makes them paras of Hisown
household. This tender mercy was manifest in what God said to Moses:. "'l have surely
seen the oppression of My people who arein Egypt... for | know their sorrows...
Come now, therefore, and | will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring My people,
the children of Israel, out of Egypt"(Exodus 3:7,10). The prophet |saiah ex-pressed
God's tender mercies for His people thisway, "In al their affliction He was afflicted,
and the Angel of His Presence saved them; in Hislove and in His pity He redeemed
them; and He bore them and carried them all the days of old"(Isaiah 63:9). If the
be-liever meditates on "the days of old"in his own life, he will be amazed at the
divine mercy and his heart will fill with confidence in the future, because God is "the
same yesterday, today and forever" (Hebrews 13:8). The same God who redeemed the
afflicted from their bondage, bore them and carried them all the days of old, will
redeem, bear and carry now and in the future, too. Paul put it thisway, "Who
delivered us from so great a death, and does deliver us; in whom we trust that He will
still deliver us'(2 Corinthians 1:10,11).

God showed His great mercy for us when He came to usin the form of aman, and "in
that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is able to aid those who are

tempted" (Hebrews 2:18). He did help them, for He "went about all the cities and
villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and
healing every sickness and every disease among the people. But when He saw the
multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were weary and
scattered, like sheep having no shepherd” (Matthew 9:35,36). "And when Jesus went
out He saw a great multitude; and He was moved with compassion for them, and
healed their sick. When it was evening, His disciples came to Him, saying, ‘Thisisa
deserted place, and the hour is already late. Send the multitudes away, that they may
go into the villages and buy themselves food.' But Jesus said to them, “They do not
need to go away. Y ou give them something to eat."... And He took the five loaves and
the two fish... blessed... So they all ate and were filled" (Matthew 14:14-21). When he
stood by Lazarus tomb and heard the two sisters weeping, he could not help weeping,
for He was moved by their mourning (John 11:35).
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3. A crown of loving kindness and mercy ador nsthe heads of the believers: The
Lord's mercy appears in the fact that He sets different crowns upon the heads of the
believers, al having the characteristic of permanence. Paul made a comparison
between the short-lived wreaths of flowers, received by the contestants of the
Olympic games, and the permanent crown received by the perseverant believer who
exerts himself in keeping God's way. He said, "And everyone who competes for the
prizeistemperatein al things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we
for an imperishable crown"(1 Corinthians 9:25). The believers who run the great
spiritual race with faithfulness and diligence, striving against sin and Satan, will
receive an imperishable crown from the Lord. Scripture lists several crowns which
the Lord sets upon the head of a believer:

* A crown of glory and honour: The psalmist marvelled at the mercies of the great
Creator God who is mindful of man, who is made of dust, and even visits him. He
said, "When | consider Y our heavens, the work of Y our fingers, the moon and the
stars, which Y ou have ordained, what is man that Y ou are mindful of him, and the
son of man that Y ou visit him? For Y ou have made him alittle lower than the angels,
and Y ou have crowned him with glory and honour” (Psalms 8:3). How great is the
mercy that places a crown of glory and honour on the head of frail man, and invests
him with authority over all God's creation, setting everything under his feet!

The highest crown of glory, however, isthe one given by God to the pastors
(shepherds) who persevere in serving Him and all those He left in their charge. The
apostle Peter saysto those men, "And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will
receive the crown of glory that does not fade away" (1 Peter 5:4). We are dll
shepherds responsible for aflock, whether we be fathers, mothers, teachers, pastors or
government officials.

* A crown of wisdom: Solomon the wise said that wisdom "will place on your head
an ornament of grace; a crown of glory she will deliver to you"(Proverbs 4:9).
Wisdom is a crown the Lord places on the heads of the believers. The apostle James
said, "If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who givesto all liberally and
without reproach, and it will be given to him"(James 1:5). A wise man isthe man
who surrenders himself to the Lord and wins souls (Proverbs 11:30). He will receive
forgiveness for hissins, healing for his sicknesses, redemption from destruction and
the crown of wisdom.

* A crown of a happy family: "An excellent wife is the crown of her
husband"(Proverbs 12:4), and "Children's children are the crown of old men, and the
glory of children istheir father”"(Proverbs 17:6). It isamercy from the Lord to the
believer to have a blessed house and an excellent wife, where children take pride in
their parents and grandparents are crowned with grandchildren.
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* A crown of aglorious silver-haired head: Another mercy from the Lord to the
believer isto have the glorious crown of godlinessin youth and a silver-haired head
in old age. Solomon the wise said, "The silver-haired head isacrown of glory, if itis
found in the way of righteousness' (Proverbs 16:31).

* A crown of righteousness:It is given by God to those who strive for the sake of the
kingdom, who eagerly await the Second Coming of Christ, such as Paul who said,
"For | am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure
isat hand. | have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept the faith.
Finally, thereislaid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but aso to al who
have loved His appearing”(2 Timothy 4:6-8).

* A crown of life:God givesit to everyone who loves the Lord and endures the
temptations which the Lord Jesus permits him to undergo, such as Job who said, "The
LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD...
shall we indeed accept good from God, and shall we not accept adversity?'(Job 1:21;
2:10). The Bible blessed Job and all those like him as follows: "Blessed is the man
who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will receive the crown of
life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him" (James 1:12).

Y et we are in danger of losing our crowns if we violate the conditions for keeping
them, therefore Christ warned the angel of the church of Philadel phia, saying,
"Behold, | am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one may take your
crown"(Revelation 3:11). This means that God may assign someone else to do the job
the believer refusesto do, because He will not leave His work unfinished. Then He
will give the crown to the one who does the job which would have been given to him
who fell behind.

We, however, will have the privilege and honour of receiving that crown when we
cast it at Christ's feet on the day we will meet Him. The Bible says about the
twenty-four elders, who represent the churches of the Old and New Testament, "The
twenty-four eldersfall down before Him who sits on the throne and worship Him who
lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, say-ing: "You are
worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and pow-er; for You created al things,
and by Y our will they exist and were created" (Revelation 4:10,11). So let us hold on
to the crown given to us, so that we may have the honour to cast it down gratefully at
Christ's feet, who alone is worthy of glory, honour and power.

5. Theblessing of satisfaction and renewal: "Who satisfies your mouth with good things,
so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's’(verse 5).

1. God satisfies: The psalmist blesses the Lord because He satisfies him and gives him
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everything generously and liberally, according to His richesin glory (Philippians
4:19). Thisiswhat the prodigal son found out in the far country. He thought he could
live hislife and spend his money in any way he wanted as long as he was far away
from hisfather. But the bitter experience in the far country taught him that departure
from his father meant hunger and misery, and that true satisfaction could only be
enjoyed in hisfather's house. He then said, "How many of my father's hired servants
have bread enough and to spare, and | perish with hunger! | will arise and go to my
father"(Luke 15:17,18). No sooner had his father seen him than he embraced him
with joy and held a banquet for him. The prodigal son had to pay dearly to learn that
basic lesson, which we hope to learn without having to go through the sufferings the
prodigal son went through.

In order to explain the conception of heavenly satisfaction, Christ said that the
kingdom of God was like a wedding banquet held by a king, who gave every guest he
invited aroyal garment suited for the grandeur of the occasion and the greatness of
the royal status. The point of Christ's parable isthat God satisfies our life with good
things and dresses us with a garment of salvation and righteousness (Matthew
22:1-14).

Christ did not just settle for teaching about satisfaction, but also fed five thousand
hungry persons with five fishes and two loaves of bread (John 6:1-15). Then He said,
"I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who believes
in Me shall never thirst"(John 6:35). God still satisfies the believers both physicaly
and spiritually, for "The blessing of the LORD makes one rich, and He adds no
sorrow with it"(Proverbs 10:22). And the believers will respond, "Y ou will show me
the path of life; in Y our presenceis fullness of joy; at Y our right hand are pleasures
forevermore'(Psalms 16:11).

. God satisfiesuswith good things: "Who satisfies your mouth with good
things."Good things are things that suit our needs, and meet them. When God gives
them to uswe say, "The LORD is my shepherd; | shall not want"(Psalms 23:1).
Moreover, good things suit God's good nature. He gives the believers the best and the
most costly, because they are the dearest and the best that He has. David testified to
thisas he said, "l have been young, and now am old; yet | have not seen the righteous
forsaken, nor his descendants begging bread" (Psalms 37:25).

(1) Thebest thing is God's salvation: Christ said, "Behold, | stand at the door and
knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, | will comein to him and dine
with him, and he with Me"(Revelation 3:20). He satisfies us with His precious
character when He enters our hearts, saving us from our sins. In describing the
conditions of the soul that is fettered by sin and humiliation, the psalmist said, "For
He satisfies the longing soul, and fills the hungry soul with goodness. Those who sat
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in darkness and in the shadow of death, bound in affliction and irons; because they
rebelled against the words of God, and despised the counsel of the Most High,
therefore He brought down their heart with la-bour; they fell down, and there was
none to help. Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble, and He saved them
out of their distresses'(Psalms 107:9-13). He satisfied them by saving and freeing
them. As Christ enters our hearts we say, "Asfor me, | will see Your facein
righteousness; | shall be satisfied when | awake in Y our likeness'(Psalms 17:15). So
we start our day with prayer, and speak with God so that our souls may be satisfied.
On the Last Day He will satisfy us with the completion of His salvation as He raises
us from the dead to enjoy the light of His countenance forever.

(2) The best thingisHisword: The word of God satisfies the hungry heart, as the
psalmist said, "They are abundantly satisfied with the fullness of Y our house, and

Y ou give them drink from the river of Y our pleasures’(Psalms 36:8). "How sweet are
Y our words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!"(Psalms 119:103). Christ
said, "The words that | speak to you are spirit, and they are life"(John 6:63). The
prophet Jeremiah said, "Y our words were found, and | ate them, and Y our word was
to me the joy and rejoicing of my heart; for | am called by Y our name, O LORD God
of hosts'(Jeremiah 15:16).

(3) Thebest thing ispraising Him: "My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and
fatness, and my mouth shall praise Y ou with joyful lips'(Psalms 63:5). The believer
isfilled as he continually praisesthe Lord on earth, and his satisfaction will be
complete in heaven when he sings forevermore. "The LORD will guide you
continually, and satisfy your soul in drought, and strengthen your bones; you shall be
like awatered garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters do not fail"(Isaiah
58:11).

God renews the youth: "So that your youth is renewed like the eagle's."God satisfies
the believer with good things, so that his youth is renewed like the youth of an eagle
that soars on high. It is not meant that the eagle renews its youth, because eagles die.
The reference is made here to the strength of the eagles and the heights they riseto.
There are young people who soar to the hori-zons of spirit and mind when they arein
their eighties, and there are people who are old when still in their twenties. It isthe
person who possesses a deep faith and a strong hope that renews his youth, because
his confidence in the Lord makes him say, "1 will fear no evil; for Y ou are with me;
Your rod and Y our staff, they com-fort me"(Psalms 23:4). Elihu's statement about
what the Lord does to the penitent will then be fulfilled to him: "Deliver him from
going down to the Pit; | have found aransom; his flesh shall be young like a child's,
he shall return to the days of his youth”(Job 33:24,25).

Moses, who died at the age of hundred and twenty, was an example of renewed
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youth. In describing him the Scriptures say that His eyes were neither dim nor his
natural vigour diminished (Deuteronomy 34:7), although his life was fraught with
burdensome responsibilities. The Lord satisfied him with good things and his youth
was renewed. Similar to him was Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who said of himself,
"And now, behold, the LORD has kept me alive... here | am this day, eighty-five
yearsold. Asyet | am as strong this day as on the day that Moses sent me; just as my
strength was then, so now is my strength for war, both for going out and for coming
in"(Joshua 14:10,11).

(2) Thebeliever riseslike an eagle: The Bible says, "But those who wait on the
LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they
shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint" (Isaiah 40:31). The Lord
renews the youth of the believer, who becomes like an eagle that raises its wings and
soars on high, and, having fixed his eyes on high spiritual things, rises and ascendsin
grace and in the knowledge of the Lord.

(2) The believer teaches others as an eagle does: "As an eagle stirs up its nest,
hovers over its young, spreading out its wings, taking them up, carrying them on its
wings, so the LORD alone led him, and there was no foreign god with
him"(Deuteronomy 32:11,12). The eagle teaches its young how to fly by shaking its
feather-lined nest, which is supported by thorny twigs. The thorns start to annoy the
young and they try to use their wingsto fly. When they jump out of the nest, the adult
eagle swoops down to carry them back to the nest to rest. It repeats the same
procedure again and again. Time after time the young eaglets learn how to use their
wings to leave the nest and fly. The believer islike an eaglet in that the sufferings of
the present time teach him to fly to higher spiritual horizons. He must also be like the
adult eagle in teaching others how to walk in the way of serving the Lord, asthe
apostle Paul said to his disciple Timothy, "And the things that you have heard from
me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach
othersalso” (2 Timothy 2:2).

3.3. Third: God'sMercy
(verses 6-12)

The psalmist spoke to his soul about the Lord's blessings, and asked it to sing of His mercies,
for they are too many to be counted or enumerated. He said, "How precious also are Y our
thoughts to me, O God! How great is the sum of them! If | should count them, they would be
more in number than the sand; when | awake, | am still with Y ou"(Psalms 139:17,18). He
refers God's benefits to him to the divine mercy alone, and ascribes four attributes to it:

1. Hismercy isimpartial: "The LORD executes righteousness and justice for all who are
oppressed” (verse 6). One of the Lord's mercies for the believersisthat He always
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avenges them on their enemies, as he avenged David on King Saul. David said to the
king, " Therefore let the LORD be judge, and judge between you and me, and see and
plead my case, and deliver me out of your hand.' The king answered, "May the LORD
reward you with good... And now | know indeed that you shall surely be king, and that
the kingdom of Israel shall be established in your hand™ (1 Samuel 24:15,19,20).

It may seem to us that injustice has won the victory, but this victory cannot continue,
because "The LORD executes righteousness and justice"today, in our land, for all the
oppressed. "For He shall stand at the right hand of the poor, to save him from those who
condemn him"(Psalms 109:31). "He shall judge between the nations, and rebuke many
people”(Isaiah 2:4). Therefore they will say, "The LORD is our Judge, the LORD isour
Lawgiver, the LORD is our King; He will save us'(Isaiah 33:22). When Christ stood
before Pilate, this governor said proudly, "Are Y ou not speaking to me? Do Y ou not
know that | have power to crucify Y ou, and power to release Y ou?'Christ answered Him
with al the truth that releases the soul from fear, "Y ou could have no power at al against
Me unlessit had been given you from above. Therefore the one who delivered Me to you
has the greater sin"(John 19:10,11). Christ's life ended with His crucifixion on Friday, but
he rose again, conquered death and brought life and immortality to light through the
gospel. Everyone who is united with Christ like abranch in avine will receive eternal life
and blessing.

2. Hismercy isrevealed: "He made known His ways to Moses, His acts to the children of
Israel” (verse 7). God answered Moses' prayer: "If | have found gracein Y our sight, show
me now Y our way, that | may know Y ou and that | may find grace in Y our sight"(Exodus
33:13). So the Lord made known to him the ways He deals with His people, and said to
him, "The LORD, the LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding
in goodness and truth" (Exodus 34:6). Another of God's merciesfor usisto reveal
Himself to us, because we are unable to know Him by ourselves with our limited
intellect. The Egyptian mystic Dhul-Nun (d. 859 AD) said, "I knew God through my
God, and but for my God | would not have known God."Y ou may get to know some
information about a person by observing his behaviour or reading about him but you will
never know him personally unless you come closer to him, talk with him, and share life
with him. The apostle Paul said, "That | may gain Christ and be found in Him... that |
may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings,
being conformed to His death, if, by any means, | may attain to the resurrection from the
dead. Not that | have already attained, or am aready perfected; but | presson, that | may
lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me" (Philippians 3:8-12). It is
true that we know of God by observing His great, highly organized creation, but we will
never know Him personally unless He makes Himself known to us.

Asto the perfect knowledge of God, it has been fulfilled in Christ, who is the way, the
truth and the life (John 14:6). "God spoke in times past to the fathers by the prophets, at
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various times and in various ways, but He has in these last days spoken to us by His Son,
who is the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person. In Him we
received the full revelation which the prophets have long foretold, for Heis "Immanuel '
which istrandated, "God with us." ...God was manifested in the flesh... the Word became
flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of
the Father, full of grace and truth... No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten
Son, who isin the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him" (Hebrews 1:1-3; Matthew
1:23; 1 Timothy 3:16; John 1:14,18).

. Hismercy isforgiving: "The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and
abounding in mercy. He will not always strive with us, nor will He keep His anger
forever. He has not dealt with us according to our sins, nor punished us according to our
iniquities’ (verses 8-10). Nehemiah said to Him, "But Y ou are God, ready to pardon,
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, abundant in kindness'(Nehemiah 9:17). Therefore
the prophet Joel called his people to "Return to the LORD your God, for He is gracious
and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness'(Joel 2:13). In His mercy He is "not
willing that any should perish but that al should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). He
said, ""As| live,' saysthe Lord GOD, "I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but
that the wicked turn from hisway and live. Turn, turn from your evil ways! For why
should you die, O house of Israel 7" (Ezekiel 33:11). If He punishes for something wrong,
His punishment will be a Father's punishment, full of concern for the safety of His son.
He says, "For | will not contend forever, nor will | always be angry" (Isaiah 57:16). " For
| am merciful,’ saysthe LORD; "I will not remain angry forever™ (Jeremiah 3:12).
Therefore the psalmist said, "If Y ou, LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could
stand? But thereis forgiveness with Y ou, that Y ou may be feared" (Psalms 130:3,4).

There are parents that pardon their children when they apologize for their mistakes, but
when the child makes another mistake the father rebukes him for both, the old and the
new. Some spouses do the same when they mix the new subject of contention with an old
one. But the merciful God will not judge forever; He forgives and forgets. "Who is a God
like Y ou, pardoning iniquity and passing over the transgression of the remnant of His
heritage? He does not retain His anger forever, because He delights in mercy" (Micah
7:18). He does not deal with us according to our sins; rather "If we are faithless, He
remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself"(2 Timothy 2:13). Thereis assurance in divine
forgiveness; as we confess to Him, He forgives our sins and reparas them no more. "My
little children, these things | write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we
have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. And He Himself isthe
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but aso for the whole world" (1 John
2:1,2).

. Hismercy islimitless: "For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great isHis
mercy toward those who fear Him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has He
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removed our transgressions from us'(verses 11,12). Those who fear Him are not those
who are terrified by His might, but those who act on His commandments and submit to
His authority with love, because He God our Saviour, who aloneiswise, and Hisis glory
and majesty, dominion and power, both now and forever (Jude 25). Those who fear God
say together with the psalmist, "For Y our mercy reaches unto the heavens, and Y our truth
unto the clouds’ (Psalms 57:10). King Hezekiah said, "For Y ou have cast all my sins
behind Y our back"(Isaiah 38:17). He forgives our sins, completely drives them away
from Him, according to His limitless mercy, saying, "I, even |, am He who blots out your
transgressions for My own sake; and | will not reparayour sins... | have blotted out, like a
thick cloud, your transgressions, and like a cloud, your sins. Return to Me, for | have
redeemed you"(Isaiah 43:25; 44:22). Therefore we say, "He will again have compassion
on us, and will subdue our iniquities. You will cast al our sinsinto the depths of the
sed'(Micah 7:19). Christ covered those sins with His precious blood, and as long as the
Lord has forgiven us, we must forgive ourselves and others, too.

3.4. Fourth: The Need for God

(verses 13-18)

In these verses the psalmist reveal s his need to the merciful God, because He feels his own
weakness and recalls God's great mercies, which He had shown to the previous generations,
and which He will show in the future to the grandchildren.

1. Man'sweakness: "Asafather pities his children, so the LORD pities those who fear
Him. For He knows our frame; He reparas that we are dust. Asfor man, his days are like
grass; as aflower of the field, so he flourishes. For the wind passes over it, and it is gone,
and its place reparas it no more"(verses 13-16). Human fathers love their children and
pity them, although they themselves are sinful people. But God's relationship to the
believersisarelationship of anideal, perfect fatherhood; He knows their weaknesses, has
compassion for them and knows their exact nature. "If you then, being evil, know how to
give good giftsto your children, how much more will your Father who isin heaven give
good things to those who ask Him!"(Matthew 7:11). God says, "Can awoman forget her
nursing child, and not have compassion on the son of her womb? Surely they may forget,
yet | will not forget you" (Isaiah 49:15). Christ taught us to begin our prayers with the
statement: "Our Father in heaven"(Matthew 6:9). He depicted the heavenly Father as
welcoming the lost son on his return with these words: "And he arose and came to his
father. But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and
ran and fell on his neck and kissed him"(Luke 15:20). Therefore David said, "When my
father and my mother forsake me, then the LORD will take care of me"(Psalms 27:10).

This compassionate God pities us because He knows our form. He knows the frailty of
our humanity in face of the onslaughts of evil. He knows our sinful nature. "For we do
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not have aHigh Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but wasin all points
tempted as we are, yet without sin"(Hebrews 4:15). He reparas that we are dust, for "The
LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and man became aliving being" (Genesis 2:7). Job said, "Man who is born
of woman is of few days and full of trouble. He comes forth like a flower and fades
away; he flees like a shadow and does not continue” (Job 14:1,2). The psalmist said, "For
He reparaed that they were but flesh, a breath that passes away and does not come
again"(Psalm 78:39). He prayed, "Repara how short my timeis; for what futility have

Y ou created all the children of men?'(Psalm 89:47). It istrue that "All flesh is grass, and
al itslovelinessislike the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades,
because the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass'(Isaiah
40:6,7). Moses said, "Y ou carry them away like aflood; they are like adleep. In the
morning they are like grass which grows up: in the morning it flourishes and grows up; in
the evening it is cut down and withers'(Psalm 90:5,6). We are made of dust, and to dust
we shall return. It is God's breath within us, the divine element in mortal man, that keeps
us alive and makes us look up to the Creator. But we are still made of dust, the earthly
element in us, which brings us down. Man is torn between the two, and finds himself
saying, "To will is present with me, but how to perform what is good | do not find... O
wretched man that | am!... With the mind | myself serve the law of God, but with the
flesh the law of sin"(Romans 7:18,24,25). But we thank God because the grace of God,
through the power of Holy Spirit, enables the believer to say, "For the law of the Spirit of
life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death"(Romans 8:2).

Man often thinks that he is great, especially when he prospers, becomes rich or has
influence. He thinks that his authority is per-manent. But heislike grass. If heis not
established in the Lord, and if heisnot grounded in Christ, all the balancesin hislife will
be overturned; he will be scattered by the wind. He comes to an a-brupt end and none will
know where he was, as Zophar the Naamathite described mortal man when he said to
Job, "The eye that saw him will see him no more, nor will his place behold him
anymore"(Job 20:9).

. God'smercy: "But the mercy of the LORD isfrom everlasting to everlasting on those
who fear Him, and His righteousness to children's children, to such as keep His covenant,
and to those who repara His commandments to do them™ (verses 17,18).

1. Hismercy springsfrom His eter nity: Man perishes because he is perishable. God's
mercy, however, is endless because He is from eternity to eternity. For this reason the
psalmist advises us, "Do not put your trust in princes, nor in a son of man, in whom
thereis no help. His spirit departs, he returnsto his earth; in that very day his plans
perish. Happy is he who has the God of Jacob for his help, whose hopeisin the
LORD his God"(Psams 146:3-5). The believersrest in assurance because God's
perpetual mercy isthe rock upon which they rest. For this reason they say, "LORD,
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Y ou have been our dwelling place in all generations'(Psalms 90:1). "But Y ou, O
LORD, shall endure forever, and the remembrance of Y our name to al generations...
But You are the same, and Y our years will have no end. The children of Y our
servants will continue, and their descendants will be established before Y ou"(Psalms
102:12,27,28). "A posterity shall serve Him. It will be recounted of the Lord to the
next generation, they will come and declare His righteousness to a people who will be
born, that He has done this' (Psalms 22:30,31).

2. Hismercy springs up from His covenants: God committed Himself to mercy toward
those who fear Him. He said in the Ten Commandments, "But showing mercy to
thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments' (Exodus 20:6), and
aso, "Therefore know that the LORD your God, He is God, the faithful God who
keeps covenant and mercy for a thousand generations with those who love Him and
keep His commandments' (Deuteronomy 7:9). Heis faithful to His commitments, not
one thing will fail of all the good things which He spoke (Joshua 23:14). God
promised justice to those who keep His commandments when He said, "For |, the
LORD, lovejustice; | hate robbery for burnt offering; | will direct their work in truth,
and will make with them an everlasting covenant”(Isaiah 61:8).

3.5. Fifth: Everyone Gives Thanks
(verses 19-22)

The Lord isthe King, whose reign knows no end and whose dominion is eternal. May all
creation worship Him with thanksgiving and reverence.

1. Thereason for thanksgiving: "The LORD has established His throne in heaven, and His
kingdom rules over al"(verse 19). God's throne is established in heaven, where thereis
light, glory and magnificence unchangeable. He is King. He holds absolute authority in
heaven and earth. "The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD, like the rivers of water;
He turns it wherever He wishes'(Proverbs 21:1). Joseph's brothers thought that they had
got rid of him when they threw him into the cistern and sold him into slavery, but the
Lord raised him to be in charge of Egypt's treasuries (Genesis 45:25-28). In the same way
the elders of the Jews thought that they had got rid of Jesus when they crucified, killed
and buried Him in atomb. But this was only what their darkened mind imagined, for God
raised him on the third day (Acts 2:24). King Herod put Peter in jail, preparatory to
putting him to death, but the Lord delivered him to proclaim the good news of Christ's
salvation (Acts 12:11).

2. Thosecalled to give thanks:

1. Hisangels: "Blessthe LORD, you His angels, who excel in strength, who do His
word, heeding the voice of Hisword"(verse 20). Perhaps the psalmist was referring to
the highest rank of angels, who are ever ready to do His bidding. They also excel in
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praising the Lord owing to their distinguished status, bestowed on them by God, and
His command to them to serve Him. The angel Gabriel who brought the tiding of
Christ's birth to Mary is one of those (Luke 1:26). The prophet Isaiah heard them
praisein abig choir, shouting, "Holy, holy, holy isthe LORD of hosts; the whole
earth isfull of Hisglory! And the posts of the door were shaken by the voice of him
who cried out, and the house was filled with smoke" (Isaiah 6:3,4).

. Hisministers: "Blessthe LORD, all you His hosts, you ministers of His, who do His
pleasure" (verse 21). Perhaps the psalmist is referring to the second highest rank of
angels, whose number cannot be counted. It was said about them, "A thousand
thousands ministered to Him; ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him. The
court was seated, and the books were opened”(Daniel 7:10). They are His soldiers
whom He sends to do His pleasure, for it is He "Who makes His angels spirits, His
ministers aflame of fire"(Psalm 104:4). They fight the Lord's wars. The prophet
Elishasaid to His disciple, "Do not fear, for those who are with us are more than
those who are with them. And Elisha prayed, and said, 'LORD, | pray, open his eyes
that he may see"' (2 Kings 6:16,17). They also fight on the side of the believers; "The
angel of the LORD encamps all around those who fear Him, and delivers

them" (Psalms 34.7). "For He shall give His angels charge over you, to keep you in al
your ways'(Psalm 91:11). "Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister
for those who will inherit salvation?'(Hebrews 1:14). They are called to praise, as
many of them sang here on earth with aloud voice, "Glory to God in the highest, and
on earth peace, goodwill toward men!"(Luke 2:14).

. All Hisworks: "Blessthe LORD, all Hisworks, in al places of His dominion. Bless
the LORD, O my soul!"(verse 22). In the conclusion of his psalm, the psalmist returns
to what he began with. He joins all the creation in thanking, praising and singing. He
participated with the rest of God's creation in praise, since this creation declares the
glory of God and shows His handiwork (Psalm 19:1). All you who have been
redeemed by the Lord, bless the Lord, and shout with joy, "Y ou are worthy, O Lord,
to receive glory and honour and power; for Y ou created all things, and by Y our will
they exist and were created”(Revelation 4:11).

3.6. Questions
1. Write down the five things for which the psalmist praised the Lord.
2. Givefive meanings of forgiveness.

4. PSALM ONE HUNDRED AND FOUR
Praising the God of Creation

1Blessthe LORD, O my soul! O LORD my God, You arevery great: You are clothed with honour and
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majesty,
2 Who cover Yoursef with light aswith a garment, who stretch out the heavenslike a curtain.

3 Helaysthe beams of Hisupper chambersin the waters, who makesthe clouds His chariot, who walks
on the wings of the wind,

4 Who makes His angels spirits, His ministersa flame of fire.

5You who laid the foundations of the earth, so that it should not be moved forever,

6 You covered it with the deep aswith a garment; the waters stood above the mountains.
7 At Your rebukethey fled; at the voice of Your thunder they hastened away.

8 They went up over the mountains; they went down into the valleys, to the place which You founded
for them.

9 You have set a boundary that they may not pass over, that they may not return to cover the earth.
10 He sendsthe springsinto the valleys, they flow among the hills.

11 They givedrink to every beast of thefield; the wild donkeys quench their thirst.

12 By them the birds of the heavens have their home; they sing among the branches.

13 Hewatersthehillsfrom Hisupper chambers; the earth is satisfied with the fruit of Your works.

14 He causesthe grassto grow for the cattle, and vegetation for the service of man, that he may bring
forth food from the earth,

15 And winethat makes glad the heart of man, oil to make hisface shine, and bread which strengthens
man's heart.

16 Thetreesof the LORD arefull of sap, the cedars of L ebanon which He planted,

17 Wherethe birdsmake their nests; the stork has her home in the fir trees.

18 The high hillsarefor thewild goats; the cliffsare a refuge for therock badgers.

19 He appointed the moon for seasons; the sun knowsits going down.

20 You make darkness, and it is night, in which all the beasts of the forest creep about.
21 Theyoung lionsroar after their prey, and seek their food from God.

22 When the sun rises, they gather together and liedown in their dens.

23 Man goes out to hiswork and to hislabour until the evening.

24 O LORD, how manifold are Your works! In wis-dom You have madethem all. The earth isfull of
Your possessions --

25 Thisgreat and wide sea, in which areinnumerable teeming things, living things both small and
great.
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26 Therethe ships sail about; thereisthat L evia-than which You have madeto play there.
27 These all wait for You, that You may givethem their food in due season.
28 What You give them they gather in; You open Your hand, they arefilled with good.

29 You hide Your face, they aretroubled; You take away their breath, they die and return to their
dust.

30 You send forth Your Spirit, they are created; and You renew the face of the earth.

31 May theglory of the LORD endureforever; may the LORD rejoicein Hisworks.

32 Helookson the earth, and it trembles; Hetouchesthe hills, and they smoke.

331 will singtothe LORD aslong as| live; | will sing praiseto my God while | have my being.
34 May my meditation be sweet to Him; | will be glad in the LORD.

35 May sinners be consumed from the earth, and the wicked be no more. Blessthe LORD, O my soul!
Praisethe LORD!

In Psalm 103 the psalmist praised the God of grace and redemption. In Psalm 104 the
psalmist praises the God of creation. Both psalms begin and end with the imperative: "Bless
the LORD, O my soul!", that we may urge ourselves to thank God and exhort othersto praise
the Creator, the Lord of redemption. This psalm speaks of the Creator who satisfies His
creation with good things. As aresult their hearts lift up praise to Him because He looks after
His creation and providesit with all its needs. So the righteous man shouts with joy, "The
LORD ismy shepherd; | shall not want... Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the
days of my life; and | will dwell in the house of the LORD forever"(Psalms 23:1,6). This
psalm calls usto lift up our eyesto where our help comes from, so that we may be refreshed
by the Lord, rgjoicein Him, and lead alife of victory, exaltation and nearness to Him.

This psalm which praises the God of creation is a poetical composition of chapter one of the
Book of Genesis; it speaks of the six days of creation in which God created all things:
« Verse2a Onthefirst day God created light (Genesis 1:3-5).

e Verses 2b-4: On the second day God created the firmament, the blue sky, the visible side
of heaven (Genesis 1:6-8).

e Verses5-9: On the third day God created the earth and the trees (Genesis 1:9,10).

» Verses 19-23: On the fourth day God created the sun, moon and stars (Genesis 1:14-19).
e Verses 25,26: On thefifth day God created the fish and the birds (Genesis 1:20-23).

o Verses 21-24: On the sixth day God created the animals, and then man (Genesis 1:24-28).
» Verses27-30: God also provided food for all those creatures (Genesis 1:29-31).
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Our psalm is similar to the song of the Pharaoh Akhenaton (1370-1353 BC), who wrote his
poem in praise of the one god who was represented by the sun disk. In his poem he spoke of
the food for animals (asin verses 10-12 of our psalm), of the nocturnal and diurnal animals
(asin verses 20-23), and of shipsin the sea (asin verses 25,26). Akhenaton's poem also says
that life and death are by God's command (asin verses 27-30). Despite the striking similarity
between the poem and Psalm 104, the psalm differs from the poem in that it speaks of the
Creator of the sun, the God of Providence, whom Akhenaton did not know or see beyond the
sun disk. Akhenaton did not realize that there is no profit under the sun. On the other hand,
we thank God who enlightened us by His holy word, which was written by holy men of God
as they were moved by the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:21), to elevate our thoughts to the Creator
of the sun, the moon and the stars, the Maker of man and the manager of his affairs, the One
who guides to happy eternity. To such a God man says, "Y ou have made known to me the
ways of life; You will make mefull of joy in Your presence’(Acts 2:28).

The psalm contains the following:

e First: Thework of the God of creation (verses 1-23)

« Second: Meditating on the God of creation (verses 24-30)
« Third: Worshipping the God of creation (verses 31-35)

4.1. First: TheWork of the God of Creation

(verses 1-23)
1. Thework of themajestic God (verses 1-3):

1. Majesticin Hisgreatness. "Blessthe LORD, O my soul! O LORD my God, You are
very great”(verse 1a). The psalmist urged his soul to thank God and express the
magnification and exaltation of the God of creation that spilled over from his heart.
How great is He and how great are His works and exalted wisdom!

2. Majesticin Hislight: "You are clothed with honour and majesty, who cover
Y ourself with light as with a garment" (verses 1b,2a). God is clothed in glory,
surrounded by majesty and honour from His angels and saints. He put on light, not to
hide Himself, but to reveal His character and person clearly, purely and beau-tifully.
"God islight and in Him is no darkness at al"(1 John 1:5).

3. Magjesticin Hisstatus: "Who stretch out the heavens like a curtain"(verse 2b). God
who dwells in the high heavens spread out the blue firmament like a big, flowing tent.
He stretched it like a big palace, in which He promised those who love Him to
prepare a place for them. Once He has prepared it, He will come and receive them to
Himself, that where He is, there they may be also (John 14:1-4). And until He comes
He made everyone who dwellsin His secret place abide under His shadow (Psams
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91:1).

4. Majesticin His movement: "He lays the beams of His upper chambersin the waters,
who makes the clouds His chariot, who walks on the wings of the wind"(verse 3). Just
as the Lord established everything with the word of His mouth, so also He established
the water in the clouds as though it were aroof for the earth. He made the clouds that
ascend from the waters of the seaits vehicle. He a'so went before His people "by day
inapillar of cloud to lead the way, and by night in apillar of fire"(Exodus 13:21).
Eventually, when the world comes to an end, "They will see the Son of Man coming
on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory" (Matthew 24:30). He "flew upon
the wings of the wind"(Psalms 18:10). Our first parents heard "the sound of the
LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and hiswife hid
themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the
garden”(Genesis 3:8). He is everywhere, rushing to the aid of His children with power
and authority over nature, circumstances, difficulties and troubles.

2. Thework of the Creator God: "Who makes His angels spirits, His ministers a flame of
fire. You who laid the foundations of the earth, so that it should not be moved
forever"(verses 4,5). The Lord created the angels as ministering angels, fast as the wind,
powerful asfire. Thisverseis quoted in Hebrews 1:7. Angels always praise Him and
pronounce Him holy in His presence (Isaiah 6:1-3). The righteous will join them, saying,
"Y ou alone are the LORD; Y ou have made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their
host, the earth and everything on it, the seas and all that isin them, and Y ou preserve
them all. The host of heaven worships Y ou”(Nehemiah 9:6). And because our God is a
consuming fire (Hebrews 12:29), He made His ministers burning fire, ready to do His
bidding in heaven and on earth.

3. Thework of the sovereign God: "Y ou covered it with the deep as with a garment; the
waters stood above the mountains. At Y our rebuke they fled; at the voice of Y our thunder
they hastened away. They went up over the mountains; they went down into the valleys,
to the place which Y ou founded for them. Y ou have set a boundary that they may not
pass over, that they may not return to cover the earth”(verse 6-9). In the beginning water
covered the face of the earth, as a garment covers the body. Then God commanded, "L et
the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land
appear; and it was so"(Genesis 1:9). The water still obeys God's voice, which set limits to
it that it cannot overstep. The Lord says, "Who have placed the sand as the bound of the
sea, by a perpetual decree, that it cannot pass beyond it? And though its waves toss to and
fro, yet they cannot prevail; though they roar, yet they cannot pass over it"(Jeremiah
5:22). He did that to protect the earth from destruction, as He promised Noah and his
children: "Thus | establish My covenant with you... never again shall there be aflood to
destroy the earth" (Genesis 9:11). God made the strength of the mighty waters serve His
creation; the water in the seas and rivers evaporates and goes up into the clouds, then falls
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down accompanied by the sound of thunder to water the mountains and cover them with
vegetation. God brings down snow, which turnsinto water and goes back to its sources,
enriching the valleys and producing good things for man, beast and bird.

4. Thework of a mindful God (verses 10-18): This great God who created every living
thing is mindful of all His creation. Christ said, "L ook at the birds of the air, for they
neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you
not of more value than they?'(Matthew 6:26).

1.

He quenchesthethirst of thethirsty: "He sends the springs into the valleys, they
flow among the hills. They give drink to every beast of the field; the wild donkeys
guench their thirst"(verses 10,11). God causes springs to gush out and flow among the
hills, to come forth from the rocks and water every wild, untamed beast as well as
every tame, domesticated animal and the sons of men. The righteous man says, "You
gave them bread from heaven for their hunger, and brought them water out of the
rock for their thirst, and told them to go in to possess the land which Y ou had sworn
to give them"(Nehemiah 9:15). In the same way that the L ord quenches our physical
thirst, He al'so quenches our spiritual thirst by the Holy Spirit (John 7:38,39).

He givesa hometo the birds: "By them the birds of the heavens have their home;
they sing among the branches’ (verse 12). "Even the sparrow has found a home, and
the swallow anest for herself, where she may lay her young; even Y our atars, O
LORD of hosts, my King and my God"(Psalms 84:3). Thisiswhy they sing to the
mindful God.

Hefillsthe hungry: "He waters the hills from His upper chambers; the earth is
satisfied with the fruit of Y our works. He causes the grass to grow for the cattle, and
vegetation for the service of man, that he may bring forth food from the earth, and
wine that makes glad the heart of man, oil to make his face shine, and bread which
strengthens man's heart" (verses 13-15). God rains down on the mountains, watering
the valleys and causing the grass to grow as food for the beasts, and grain as bread for
man to meet his basic needs. The vines also yield fruits, whose juice brings extra joy
to him. It makes him happy and his face radiant with contentment. In the light of the
New Testament we understand that the living Bread is Christ Himself, who said, "l
am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who believesin
Me shall never thirst... | am the living bread which came down from heaven. If
anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread that | shall giveis My
flesh, which | shall give for thelife of the world"(John 6:35,51).

Helooks after the plantsand the animals: "The trees of the LORD are full of sap,
the cedars of Lebanon which He planted, where the birds make their nests; the stork
has her home in the fir trees. The high hills are for the wild goats; the cliffsare a
refuge for the rock badgers'(verses 16-18). The Lord guarantees life to His creatures,
both big and small; He prepares a place for them to live. God's high trees, such as the
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cedars of Lebanon, get their sufficient share of sunrays, water and fertile soil, making
them a suitable dwelling place for the birds. Storks, however, with their white
feathers, black wings and long beaks and legs, have found their home in the huge fir
trees. Wild goats also were not deprived of a home; they found in the high mountains
such a suitable shelter. Badgers, however, found in the rocks a very safe refuge.

5. Thework of the God of order (verses19-23):

1. Theorder of the sun and the moon: "He appointed the moon for seasons; the sun
knows its going down"(verse 19). God made the life cycle to alternate between
daylight, when the sun rises to give off warmth and light, and dark, when the sun sets
and the moon appears. Nightfall follows daylight in such an order that hel ps people
know when months begin, so they celebrate their feasts and enjoy their festivals. God
ordered the sun to rise and set at an appointed time. Wisely He appointed the time
when the moon appears. He established both sun and moon in the skies to guide His
creatures and teach them obedience, perseverance and order.

2. Theorder of work and rest: "Y ou make darkness, and it is night, in which all the
beasts of the forest creep about. The young lions roar after their prey, and seek their
food from God. When the sun rises, they gather together and lie down in their dens.
Man goes out to hiswork and to his labour until the evening"(verses 20-23). When
the sun rises or the moon appears each living thing, whether diurnal or nocturnal,
goes about seeking its food, or heads for its place of rest after along day of hard
work. The psalmist introduces a contradiction between God's creatures, like the wild
beasts and lions that go about in the earth by night, seeking their food, and sleep by
day; and man, who labours and toils by day until evening comes, then goes to his bed
to rest.

4.2. Second: Meditating on the God of Creation

(verses 24-30)

1. Astonishment: "O LORD, how manifold are Y our works! In wisdom Y ou have made
them all. The earth isfull of Your possessions; this great and wide sea, in which are
innumerabl e teeming things, living things both small and great. There the ships sail
about; thereisthat Leviathan which Y ou have made to play there"(verses 24-26). After
enumerating some of God's works, the psalmist stopped in astonishment to meditate on
the greatness of the work of that wise Creator whose power and wisdom surpass the
[imits of our human mind. "If | should count them, they would be more in number than
the sand; when | awake, | am still with You"(Psalms 139:18). Every righteous man sings
of God's generosity, for He makes His riches overflow over the earth, filling it with His
goodness. The sources of this riches are varied; treasures hidden in the depth of the earth,
aswell asthose on the surface. But as many and manifold as they are, they all serve man,
who should thank God along with Jacob, saying, "I am not worthy of the least of all the
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mercies and of all the truth which Y ou have shown Y our servant; for | crossed over this
Jordan with my staff, and now | have become two companies’(Genesis 32:10).

The psalmist ponders over the greatness of the realm of the sea, with al its diversity of
fish and other creatures, both big and small. There are microscopic creatures we cannot
see with the naked eye, and there is the gigantic Leviathan (or the crocodile). God
provides all of them with food, so that they may play and frolic in gaiety. He made the
sea subservient to man, bringing forth various foods from it. He also made it afacilitating
medium for travelling and transporting things on board of shipsthat carry both people
and goods.

2. Expectation: "These all wait for You, that Y ou may give them their food in due season.
What Y ou give them they gather in; Y ou open Y our hand, they are filled with
good" (verses 27,28). The Lord givesto all liberally and without reproach, but man, in his
greed and avarice, likesto possess more! Thanks to God, thereis no lack of food or
resources in the world, but mankind creates a problem because of its uneven distribution.
Asto the animal, fish and bird kingdoms the issue is different becauseit is up to the Lord
to provide food in due time, sufficiently and equally. Together with those the righteous
man shouts, "1 have been young, and now am old; yet | have not seen the righteous
forsaken, nor his descendants begging bread" (Psalms 37:25).

3. Submission: "You hide Y our face, they are troubled; Y ou take away their breath, they
die and return to their dust. Y ou send forth Y our Spirit, they are created; and Y ou renew
the face of the earth” (verses 29,30). God's creation lives under His authority, and in the
shining of Hislight it seeslight (Psalms 36:9). It deriveslife from Him and in Him it
subsists. If God hides this light, darkness, fear, confusion and loss will prevail. The
righteous man may feel that the Lord hid His face from him in times of trouble,
persecution, apostasy or sickness. But for sureit isthe sin of the sinner that hides God's
face from him, as the Scripture says, "But your iniquities have separated you from your
God; and your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He will not hear”(Isaiah 59:2).
God has authority over death as much as He does over life. Thisis only natural because
He isthe Creator; once He withdraws a creature's spirit, it dies, and when He sends His
Spirit, He renews the face of the earth. He created Adam from dust, blew in him and he
became aliving soul. His authority over our spiritsis permanent; He either withdraws
them or renews them. Also, His authority over our bodies is the same as His authority
over our spirits. Christ raised Lazarus from the dead after three days (John 11), raised the
son of the widow of Nain while on hisway to be buried (Luke 7), and raised Jairus
daughter in the room in which she died (Mark 5). He still raises those who are dead in
their sins and renews the life of the perishing sinner. He also forgives the sinner as He
forgave the Samaritan woman (John 4), the adulterous woman (Luke 7), Matthew the tax
collector (Mark 2) and Saul of Tarsus (Acts 9). We await aglorious life at the Second
Coming of Christ from heaven. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a
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shout, and the dead who believe in Christ will rise first. He will then catch up them
together with those who are alive in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we
shall always be with the Lord (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17).

4.3. Third: Worshipping the God of Creation
(verses 31-35)

1.

We wor ship Him because of Hisglory: "May the glory of the LORD endure forever;
may the LORD rejoice in Hisworks. He looks on the earth, and it trembles; He touches
the hills, and they smoke"(verses 31,32). His glory endures forever; His kingdom will not
perish. We worship Him, love Him and trust in Him because He first loved us (Hosea
14:4; 1 John 4:19). He rgjoices in the work of His hands, those who do His will, submit to
His authority and honour His law. The Scripture describes them as it came down in these
words, "Now Mount Sinai was completely in smoke, because the LORD descended upon
itinfire. Its smoke ascended like the smoke of afurnace, and the whole mountain quaked
greatly" (Exodus 19:18).

. Weworship Him with singing and joy: "I will singto the LORD aslong as| live; | will

sing praise to my God while | have my being" (verses 33,34). We worship Him with
praise as long as we have a breath of life within us, thus we offer Him a sacrifice of
praise, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name (Hebrews 13:15). In heaven, our
praise to Him will not cease, so we might as well start now, because He loves our praise
that pleases Him. Likewise, we rejoice in Him when He brings back our captivity, and we
become like those who dream. Then our mouth was filled with laughter and our tongue
with singing (Psalms 126:1,2).

We wor ship Him because Heisthe Judge: "May sinners be consumed from the earth,
and the wicked be no more. Bless the LORD, O my soul! Praise the LORD!" (verse 35).
This reguest of the psalmist may mean either one of two things. Either that God should
destroy the wicked in their wickedness (Psalms 34:21), or that they should dieto sin as
they repent in obedience to the apostle's command: "Likewise you also, reckon
yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord"(Romans
6:11). In the light of the gospel teaching, the righteous man feels eager for God's rising
with His light on the sinners, making them repent, because He "desires all men to be
saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth”(1 Timothy 2:4). Therefore our souls
will blessthe Lord and say, "Hallelujah! Praise the LORD!"

4.4. Questions

1.
2.

How isthis psalm a poetical composition of Genesis chapter one?
2. Describe the feelings of the psalmist when he meditated on "the God of creation”.
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5. PSALM ONE HUNDRED AND FIVE
The Covenant as the Lord Keeps It

1 Oh, givethanksto the LORD! Call upon His name; make known His deeds among the peoples!
2 Singto Him, sing psalimsto Him; talk of all His wondrous works!

3 Glory in Hisholy name; let the hearts of those r gjoice who seek the LORD!

4 Seek the LORD and His strength; seek Hisface evermore!

5 Repara His marvellous workswhich He has done, Hiswonder s, and the judgments of His mouth,
6 O seed of Abraham His servant, you children of Jacob, His chosen ones!

7 Heisthe LORD our God; Hisjudgmentsarein all the earth.

8 HereparasHis covenant forever, the word which He commanded, for a thousand generations,
9 The covenant which He made with Abraham, and His oath to | saac,

10 And confirmed it to Jacob for a statute, to | srael as an everlasting covenant,

11 Saying, " To you | will give theland of Canaan asthe allotment of your inheritance,"

12 When they werefew in number, indeed very few, and strangersin it.

13 When they went from one nation to another, from one kingdom to another people,

14 He permitted no oneto do them wrong; yes, He rebuked kingsfor their sakes,

15 Saying, " Do not touch My anointed ones, and do My prophetsno harm."

16 Moreover He called for afaminein the land; He destroyed all the provision of bread.

17 He sent a man before them -- Joseph -- who was sold asa slave.

18 They hurt hisfeet with fetters, hewaslaid in irons.

19 Until thetimethat hisword cameto pass, the word of the LORD tested him.

20 Theking sent and released him, the ruler of the peoplelet him go free.

21 Hemade him lord of hishouse, and ruler of all his possessions,

22 To bind hisprinces at his pleasure, and teach his elderswisdom.

23 |srael also cameinto Egypt, and Jacob dwelt in theland of Ham.

24 He increased His people greatly, and made them stronger than their enemies.

25 Heturned their heart to hate His people, to deal craftily with His servants.

26 He sent Moses His servant, and Aaron whom He had chosen.
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27 They performed His signs among them, and wondersin the land of Ham.

28 He sent darkness, and madeit dark; and they did not rebel against Hisword.

29 Heturned their watersinto blood, and killed their fish.

30 Their land abounded with frogs, even in the chamber s of their kings.

31 He spoke, and there came swarms of flies, and licein all their territory.

32 He gavethem hail for rain, and flaming firein their land.

33 Hestruck their vines also, and their fig trees, and splintered the trees of their territory.

34 He spoke, and locusts came, young locusts without number,

35 And ate up all the vegetation in their land, and devoured the fruit of their ground.

36 He also destroyed all thefirstborn in their land, thefirst of all their strength.

37 He also brought them out with silver and gold, and ther e was none feeble among Histribes.

38 Egypt was glad when they departed, for the fear of them had fallen upon them.

39 He spread a cloud for a covering, and fireto givelight in the night.

40 The people asked, and He brought quail, and satisfied them with the bread of heaven.

41 He opened the rock, and water gushed out; it ran in the dry placeslikeariver.

42 For Hereparaed His holy promise, and Abraham His servant.

43 He brought out His people with joy, His chosen oneswith gladness.

44 He gave them the lands of the Gentiles, and they inherited the labour of the nations,

45 That they might observe His statutes and keep Hislaws. Praisethe LORD!
Thisisthe second of the four historical psalms; which are Psalms 78,105,106 and 136.
Psalms 105 and 106 are related to each other; this present psalm speaks of the Lord's
faithfulness in keeping the covenant, while Psalm 106 speaks of man's faithlessnessin

keeping the covenant. These two psalms conclude the fourth book of the Psalter (which starts
with Psalm 90).

Our psalm talks about God's mighty works, which He performed to keep His covenant with
His friend Abraham. It encourages those who have just returned from the captivity, for if
God has given the land to a group of nomads in the past, smply because He promised, He
must fulfil His promises to His people returning from Babylon: "A little one shall become a
thousand, and a small one a strong nation. |, the LORD, will hasten it in itstime"(Isaiah
60:22). This psalm is one of thanksgiving to the Lord who has blessed His people. Its
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beginning (verses 1-15) sounds like David's song when he transferred the ark of the covenant
of the Lord from Obed Edom's house to Jerusalem (1 Chronicles 16:8-22).

The psalm contains the following:

e First: Aninvitation to reparathe Lord (verses 1-7)

» Second: The Lord reparas His covenant (verses 8-15)

e Third: The Lord fulfilled His covenant in Jacob and Joseph (verses 16-23)
» Fourth: The Lord fulfilled His covenant in Moses and Aaron (verses 24-45)

5.1. First: An Invitation to ReparatheLord

(verses 1-7)
1. How dowereparathelLord (verses 1-4)?

1.

By praising Him (ver ses 1,2): he psalmist invites the people to give thanks to the
Lord, call upon His name, and make known His deeds among all the peoples. They
are to do this by singing and extolling His wonderful deeds, just as Moses along with
the Israglites did after the exodus. "1 will sing to the LORD, for He has triumphed
gloriously!" (Exodus 15:1). Deborah sang (Judges 5), according to Isaiah's words,
"Praise the LORD, call upon His name; declare His deeds among the peoples, make
mention that His name is exalted. Sing to the LORD, for He has done excellent
things, thisisknown in all the earth”(Isaiah 12:4,5). And who can help but give
thanks and declare the good news of what God did for them? The tongue must shout
with thanksgiving and declare that the Lord gave an unexpected blessing, healed a
sick one or delivered from some bad trouble. He isthe Lord "Jehovah,"the
ever-existing, the unchangeable.

By glorying and reoicing (ver se 3): The hearts of those who seek the Lord are filled
with joy, because they are sure He will answer them, asit was said, "I sought the
LORD, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my fears'(Psams 34:4). Helifts
their thoughts toward Him, so they glory in His holy name, as Isaiah said to the godly
believer, "You shall rejoice in the LORD, and glory in the Holy One of Israel”(Isaiah
41:16). This was exactly the experience of the paras of the early church, for
"continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to
house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, praising God and
having favour with all the people'(Acts 2:46,47).

By seeking Hisface (verse 4): "Seek ... Seek!" (verse 4) with the mouth and the
heart, so that we can turn to God with both our minds and hearts, seeking His
pleasure, help and the light of His countenance. " Seek the LORD while He may be
found, call upon Him while He is near” (Isaiah 55:6). How happy we are if we obey
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Christ's direction: "Men always ought to pray and not lose heart"(Luke 18:1). "Until
now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy
may be full"(John 16:24). "He gives power to the weak, and to those who have no
might He increases strength” (Isaiah 40:29).

2. What should we repara about the Lord (verses5-7)?

1. Weshould repara Hiswondersand judgments (verse 5): "Y ou shall reparawell
what the LORD your God did to Pharaoh™"(Deuteronomy 7:18). Let usreparathe
miracle of the Exodus and the judgments the Lord pronounced against the
hard-hearted Pharaoh, which He also carried out. Can we ever forget how much the
Lord did for us and how he had compassion for us? We must repara how we got out
of difficulties thanks to His love. "Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all His
benefits... Who redeems your life from destruction”(Psalms 103:2,4). Repara the
miracles of His healing and deliverance, and say to Him, "I will praise You, for | am
fearfully and wonderfully made; marvellous are Y our works, and that my soul knows
very well"(Psalms 139:14).

2. Weshould repara His choice (ver se 6):He has chosen Abraham and his seed out of
grace, not out of worthiness, "And because He loved your fathers, therefore He chose
their descendants after them; and He brought you out of Egypt with His Presence,
with His mighty power" (Deuteronomy 4:37). He has also chosen a spiritual seed of
Abraham from every nation, who will have the faith of Abraham, and follow the Lord
whom Abraham followed. How true are the words of the apostle: "For whom He
foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son... Moreover
whom He predestined, these He a so called; whom He called, these He also justified;
and whom He justified, these He also glorified" (Romans 8:29,30).

3. Weshould repara HisLordship (verse 7):Heis the Lord of His people whom He
chose, aswell asthe Lord of all the earth; He pronounces His judgments on everyone
because He is "the Judge of all the earth"(Genesis 18:25). "Truly, these times of
ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent,
because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by
the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of thisto all by raising Him
from the dead"(Acts 17:30,31).

5.2. Second: The Lord Reparas His Covenant
(verses 8-15)
1. A covenant of home (verses 8-11):

1. An everlasting covenant (verse 8):The Lord reparas His covenant to Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob and their descendants. He never forgetsit. He commanded it for a
thousand generations, for He is "the faithful God who keeps covenant and mercy for a
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thousand generations with those who love Him and keep His
commandments'(Deuteronomy 7:9). He reparas it until He brings it to fulfilment.

A confirmed covenant (verses 9-11):

(1) Which God made with Abraham (verse 9):He said to him, "To your
descendants | will give thisland"(Genesis 12:7). He repeated the promise to him
several times (Genesis 13:14; 15:18; 17:2) and gave him and oath to the same effect
(Genesis 22:16).

(2) God made it with Isaac with an oath (verse 9):He said to him, "To you and
your descendants | give all these lands, and | will perform the oath which | swore to
Abraham your father"(Genesis 26:3,5).

(3) And confirmed it to Jacob (ver se 10): God said to him when he was travelling to
his uncle's house, "The land on which you lie | will give to you and your
descendants' (Genesis 28:13-15). He also repeated the promise to him after he has
changed his name into Israel (Genesis 35:9-12).

The terms of the covenant (verse 11): "The land of Canaan as the allotment of your
inheritance."Canaan is the portion of the seed of Abraham. Just as He divided a good
land among his people, He also chose them as His own portion, asit was said, "For
the Lord's portion is His people... He found him... He encircled him, He instructed
him, He kept him as the apple of His eye"(Deuteronomy 32:9,10).

2. Thepeople of the covenant (verses 12-15):

1.

Few (verse 12a): God's faithfulness to His covenant shows in the fact that He offered
apromise of avast land to afew people, who would increase in number. Thisis
exactly what Jacob said of his own family, "I am few in number"(Genesis 34:30).
God's true people at al times and all over the world are aminority, yet He says to
them, "Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the
kingdom" (Luke 12:32).

Strangers (verse 12b,13): They go from one nation to another, asit was said, "By
faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would
receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. By faith
he dwelt in the land of promise asin aforeign country, dwelling in tents with I saac
and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise"(Hebrews 11:8,9).

They arewell guarded (ver ses 14,15): He permitted no one to do wrong to those
patriarchs, He even rebuked kings for their sakes. He rebuked Pharaoh (Genesis
12:17) and Abimelech (Genesis 20,21,26). He commanded them not to touch His
anointed ones, nor to do His prophets any harm. Although the patriarchs were not
anointed with holy oil, they were still considered anointed because God chose them to
carry out holy duties and assigned them special services. He called Abraham a
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prophet (Genesis 20:7). A prophet is someone who tells people words of edification
that build up their faith life, words of exhortation that encourage those who walk in
the wilderness of life, and words of consolation about God's dealings with His people
down the history (1 Corinthians 14:3,4). How encouraged we are as we read: "Y ou,
who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in
the last time" (1 Peter 1:4,5).

5.3. Third: The Lord fulfilled His Covenant in Jacob and Joseph
(verses 16-23)

In these verses the psalmist retells the events that ended up in Jacob's migration from Canaan
to Egypt.

1.

Famine (verse 16): The psalmist says that God called for afamine to come over the land,
ashe said, "For | called for adrought on the land and the mountains, on the grain and the
new wine and the oil, on whatever the ground brings forth, on men and livestock, and on
all the labour of your hands'(Haggai 1:11). God used famine in Canaan to achieve His
purposes. He describes famine in thisway: "He destroyed all the provision of bread"as if
bread is a staff that props up life, just as Isaiah described the supply of bread and the
supply of water (Isaiah 3:1).

Being sold and imprisoned (verses 17,18): God sent Joseph to Egypt even before the
famine came, to prepare the path of exaltation and satisfaction for himself and his
brothers, as he said to them, "God sent me before you to preserve life' (Genesis 45.5).
Providence permitted Joseph to be sold into slavery and his feet to be put in fetters. The
psalmist description of thiswas: "He was laid in irons." This expression may mean that
iron (asymbol of solidity) entered his soul, indicating that Joseph, the spoiled youngest
son with his multi-coloured shirt, became as strong asiron in prison. God does not permit
anything to harm the believer unlessit be for good. " Say to the righteous that it shall be
well"(Isaiah 3:10).

Exaltation and power (verses 19-22):Joseph remained in prison "Until the time that his
word came to pass,"namely the time when God would fulfil his promisesto Joseph in his
dreams (Genesis 37:5-11). Therefore he had the right to say, "Thisis my comfort in my
affliction, for Y our word has given me life"(Psalm 119:50). Joseph's confinement in
prison was atest of hisfaith, which he successfully passed, having learned humility and
patience like Job did, "When He has tested me, | shall come forth as gold. My foot has
held fast to His steps; | have kept His way and not turned aside” (Job 23:10,11). At the
time appointed by God Pharaoh summoned Joseph to be Egypt's prime minister and chief
wise man. God's promise "When | choose the proper time"(Psalm 75:2) came true.

Satisfaction (ver se 23): Thus Jacob, the father of the tribes, came into Egypt and was a
guest of Pharaoh. His descendants later on dwelt there as guests, not as landowners.
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5.4. TheLord fulfilled His Covenant in Moses and Aaron

(verses 24-45)

In these verses the psalmist relates the events that ended up in the Israglites departure from
Egypt and reaching the land of Canaan.

1. Prosperity (verse 24): The Scripture says that after Jacob came to Egypt "The children of
Israel were fruitful and increased abundantly, multiplied and grew exceedingly mighty;
and the land was filled with them" (Exodus 1:7).

2. Persecution (verse 25):God allowed Pharaoh's heart to be turned against His people to
get them to leave for the Promised Land, which God had promised to Abraham, Isaac and
Jacaob. Thus out of the eater came something to eat, and out of the strong came something
sweet (Judges 14:14). He has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power (2 Timothy 1:7).

3. Commissioning (ver ses 26,27):God prepared Moses to set the enslaved people free from
Pharaoh's humiliation. He provided him with a scientific training in Egypt and spiritual
exercisein Midian. He also prepared Aaron to be his assistant.

4. Plagues (verses 28-36): God delivered His persecuted people by means of certain
plagues, which he inflicted upon Pharaoh, as mentioned in Exodus 7-11. The psalmist
starts off with the ninth plague, the one of darkness (verse 28), because it was the one
plague that spurred both Pharaoh and his people to drive the children of Israel out of
Egypt. Moreover it was levelled against the god Ra (the sun), Pharaoh's chief god.
Because of the plague of darkness neither Moses nor Aaron disobeyed God's commands,
nor even Pharaoh. Afterwards, the psalmist enumerates the plagues from the first plague
(verse 29), turning the water into blood; the frogs, which was the second (verse 30); the
flies, which was the fourth; lice, which was the third (verse 31); hail, which was the
seventh (verse 32); locusts, which was the eighth (verse 34) and finally to the death of all
the firstborn, which was the tenth plague (verse 36). The psalmist did not mention the
fifth and sixth plagues (the plagues of cattle and bails).

5. Exodus (ver ses 37,38): After the ten plagues, the Lord brought them out of Egypt laden
with silver and gold, just like a triumphant army that had no feeble soldier; and the fear of
them had fallen upon their enemies (verse 38). "When a man's ways please the LORD,
He makes even his enemies to be at peace with him"(Proverbs 16:7).

6. Providence (verses39-45):

1. A pillar of cloud (verse 39): The Lord spread a cloud for a covering to protect His
people from the scorching sun during their travel in the Sinai Peninsula, and fireto
give light during their travel by night (Exodus 31:21,22).

2. Quail and manna (ver se 40): When the people craved meat, He brought them quail,
and every morning He gave them the manna (Exodus 16:13). The mannawas called
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"the bread of heaven"(Exodus 16:4), which was like coriander seed, and its colour
like the colour of resin, and its taste was like the taste of pastry prepared with oil
(Numbers 11:7,8). The same God still saysto us, "Do not worry, saying, "What shall
we eat? or "What shall we drink? or "What shall we wear? For your heavenly Father
knows that you need all these things'(Matthew 6:31,32).

3. Water from arock (verses41,42):In the Wilderness of Sin, God commanded Moses
to strike the rock and when he had done so the water flowed richly (Exodus 17:1-7).
And in the Wilderness of Zin, the Lord commanded Moses to speak to the rock, but
he struck it in anger and much water came out (Number 20:1-13). Thiswas the
fulfilment of God's promise to His friend Abraham.

4. Hegavethem theland of Canaan (verses 43,44): Once the people received the
Lord's deliverance through Moses and Aaron, they shouted with joy and sang with
jubilation about their deliverance. They were led by Miriam the prophetess who
played on her timbrel, and all the women went out after her with timbrels and danced.
And Miriam sang to them: "The horse and its rider He has thrown into the
seal" (Exodus 15:20,21). So on and on the Lord led them in a barren desert till He
brought them into the Promised Land, in fulfilment of these words of Moses. "So it
shall be, when the LORD your God brings you into the land of which He swore to
your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacab, to give you large and beautiful cities
which you did not build, houses full of all good things, which you did not fill,
hewn-out wells which you did not dig, vineyards and olive trees which you did not
plant; when you have eaten and are full; then beware, lest you forget the LORD who
brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage" (Deuteronomy
6:10-12).

7. Thegoal of fulfilling the covenant (ver se 45):God did all this as His part of the
covenant and his people, astheir part, ought to have observed His statutes and kept His
laws. Y et, they did not do that, as we shall seein the following psalm. But we are deeply
indebted to God because "If we are faithless, He remains faithful; He cannot deny
Himself"(2 Timothy 2:13).

5.5. Questions
1. How should we reparathe Lord?
2. What should we repara for the Lord?

6. PSALM ONE HUNDRED AND SIX
The Covenant as Man Keeps It

1 Praisethe LORD! Oh, givethankstothe LORD, for Heisgood! For Hismercy enduresforever.
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2 Who can utter the mighty acts of the LORD? Who can declare all His praise?
3 Blessed are those who keep justice, and he who does righteousness at all times!

4 Reparame, O LORD, with the favour You havetoward Your people; oh, visit mewith Your
salvation,

5That | may seethe benefit of Your chosen ones, that | may rejoicein the gladness of Your nation, that
| may glory with Your inheritance.

6 We have sinned with our fathers, we have committed iniquity, we have done wickedly.

7 Our fathersin Egypt did not understand Your wonders; they did not repara the multitude of Y our
mer cies, but rebelled by the sea -- the Red Sea.

8 Nevertheless He saved them for His name's sake, that He might make His mighty power known.

9 Herebuked the Red Sea also, and it dried up; so Heled them through the depths, asthrough the
wilder ness.

10 He saved them from the hand of him who hated them, and redeemed them from the hand of the
enemy.

11 The water s covered their enemies; therewas not one of them left.

12 Then they believed Hiswor ds; they sang His praise.

13 They soon forgot Hisworks; they did not wait for His counsel,

14 But lusted exceedingly in the wilderness, and tested God in the desert.
15 And He gave them their request, but sent leannessinto their soul.

16 When they envied M osesin the camp, and Aaron the saint of the LORD,
17 The earth opened up and swallowed Dathan, and covered the faction of Abiram.
18 A firewaskindled in their company; the flame burned up the wicked.
19 They made a calf in Hor eb, and wor shiped the moulded image.

20 Thusthey changed their glory into theimage of an ox that eats grass.

21 They forgot God their Saviour, who had done great thingsin Egypt,

22 Wondrousworksin the land of Ham, awesome things by the Red Sea.

23 Therefore He said that He would destroy them, had not M oses His chosen one stood before Him in
the breach, to turn away Hiswrath, lest He destroy them.

24 Then they despised the pleasant land; they did not believe Hisword,
25 But complained in their tents, and did not heed the voice of the LORD.

26 Therefore Heraised up Hishand in an oath against them, to overthrow them in the wilder ness,
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27 To overthrow their descendants among the na-tions, and to scatter them in the lands.

28 They joined themselves also to Baal of Peor, and ate sacrifices made to the dead.

29 Thusthey provoked Him to anger with their deeds, and the plague broke out among them.
30 Then Phinehas stood up and intervened, and the plague was stopped.

31 And that was accounted to him for righteousnessto all generationsforevermore.

32 They angered Him also at the waters of strife, so that it went ill with M oses on account of them;
33 Becausethey rebelled against His Spirit, so that he spoke rashly with hislips.

34 They did not destroy the peoples, concer ning whom the LORD had commanded them,

35 But they mingled with the Gentiles and learned their works;

36 They served their idols, which became a snareto them.

37 They even sacrificed their sonsand their daugh-tersto demons,

38 And shed innocent blood, the blood of their sons and daughters, whom they sacrificed to theidols of
Canaan; and the land was polluted with blood.

39 Thusthey wer e defiled by their own works, and played the harlot by their own deeds.

40 Thereforethewrath of the LORD waskindled against His people, so that He abhorred Hisown
inheritance.

41 And He gavethem into the hand of the Gentiles, and those who hated them ruled over them.
42 Their enemies also oppressed them, and they wer e brought into subjection under their hand.

43 Many times He delivered them; but they rebelled in their counsel, and were brought low for their
iniquity.
44 Nevertheless He regarded their affliction, when He heard their cry;

45 And for their sake Hereparaed His covenant, and relented accor ding to the multitude of His
mer cies.

46 He also made them to be pitied by all those who carried them away captive.

47 Save us, O LORD our God, and gather usfrom among the Gentiles, to give thanksto Your holy
name, to triumph in Your praise.

48 Blessed be the LORD God of Israel from everlasting to everlasting! And let all the people say,
"Amen!" Praisethe LORD!

This psalm concludes the fourth book of the Psalter (which starts with Psalm 90). It is one of
the four historical psalms; which are Psalms 78,105,106 and 136. As mentioned in Psalm
105, the two psalms are related to each other; the first speaks of the Lord's faithfulnessin
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keeping the covenant, while our psalm speaks of man's weakness in keeping the covenant.
The author admits faithlessness and ingratitude, two bad attributes that marked the children
of Israel throughout their history. Nehemiah expressed this as follows: "They refused to
obey, and they were not mindful of Y our wonders that Y ou did among them. But they
hardened their necks, and in their rebellion they appointed aleader to return to their
bondage" (Nehemiah 9:17). Our psalm resembles the psalm of inauguration of the temple by
Solomon (1 Kings 8), as well as Nehemiah's prayer (Nehemiah 9) and Daniel's prayer
(Danid 9).

Our psalm opens with praise "for He is good! For His mercy endures forever,"which is an
expression that occurs 36 times in the Bible (26 timesin Psalm 136, aswell asin 1
Chronicles 16:34; 2 Chronicles 5:13; 7:3; Ezra3:11; Psalm 100:5; 106:1; 107:1; 118:1,29;
Jeremiah 33:11). The expression "His mercy endures forever"occurs 5 times (in 1 Chronicles
16:41; 2 Chronicles 7:6; 20:21; Psalm 118:3,4). Thisisthe fact that encouraged the psal mist
to ask the Lord to save His ungrateful people, himself included, once more as he said,
"Reparame, O LORD, with the favour Y ou have toward Y our people; Oh, visit me with
Your salvation”(verse 4). This psalm is the first among ten psalms that open with the Hebrew
word "hallelujah"meaning "Praise the LORD!"(They are Psalms
106,111,112,113,135,146,147,148,149 and 150). These psalms a so end with the same word,
apart from Psalms 111 and 112. Besides, Psalms 104,105 and 107 end with the word
"hallelujah"yet they do not open with it.

This psalm is marked by its honest confessions of the sins, troubles and defeats of the people.
The author says, "We have sinned with our fathers, we have committed iniquity, we have
done wickedly"(verse 6). He does not defend his people out of pride or patriotism, nor does
he take pride in a prophet, priest or king. He rather apologizes for their sins and ascribes all
greatness in his people's history to the Lord's faithfulness and observance of the covenant.
The psam is adescription of God's goodness and man's sin.

The psalm contains the following:

e First: AnInvitation to reparathe Lord (verses 1-5)

» Second: A confession of breaking the covenant (verses 6-46)
e Third: Final prayer and doxology (verses 47,48)

6.1. First: An Invitation to ReparathelLord

(verse 1-5)

1. Werepara God with adoration (verses 1,2): The psalmist begins with "Praise the
LORD!"inviting the hearer to worship and giving thanks to the Lord, for He is good and
merciful. The psalmist and his people experienced his goodness and mercy down the

Page 63



3.

Meditations on the Psalms

ages. We, too, share their experience and say, "I will mention the loving kindnesses of the
LORD and the praises of the LORD, according to al that the LORD has bestowed on us,
and the great goodness' (Isaiah 63:7). All the sins of the children of Israel have not put
and end to His mercy. People's goodness may be suspended and their disobedience may
continue, but His mercy remains. The psalmist says, "If | say, "My foot dlips,' Y our
mercy, O LORD, will hold me up"(Psalms 94:18). No tongue, however glib, nor voice,
however golden, can fully proclaim the miracul ous greatness of bountiful deeds.

Werepara Him with obedience (ver se 3):How happy are those who keep justice, and
those who do righteousness at all times! From them will come the sweet aroma of Christ,
for "Thus says the LORD: "Keep justice, and do righteousness, for My salvation is about
to come, and My righteousness to be revealed" (Isaiah 56:1).

Werepara Him with a sense of belonging (ver ses 4,5): The psalmist seeks from the
Lord to repara him and his people with favour, for salvation comes from Him alone. He
submits his request with the boldness of a son, saying that salvation is™Y our
salvation"and the people are "Y our people,” "Y our chosen ones,” "Y our nation"and

"Y our inheritance."He asks the Lord to repara "with the favour Y ou have toward Y our
people"and to answer him from heaven saying, "In an acceptable time | have heard Y ou,
and in the day of salvation | have helped Y ou"(Isaiah 49:8). He expects the Lord to visit
him with the salvation of "Y our people'to see the benefit of "Y our chosen ones'and
rejoice in the gladness of "Y our nation,"and then glory with "Y our inheritance."How
marvellousit isto come near the Lord in prayer, confident that we belong to Him, and
that we have a personal relationship with Him.

6.2. Second: A Confession of Breaking the Covenant
(verses 6-46)

The psalmist makes a general confession, saying, "We have sinned with our fathers, we have
committed iniquity, we have done wickedly" (verse 6). "They have all turned aside, they have
together become corrupt; there is none who does good, no, not one"(Psalms 14:3). Sinning
means missing the mark. Committing iniquity is doing harm to someone else. Doing

wickedly isto break the law and commit that which is forbidden. In the verses 7-47 the

psalmist confesses his sinsin detail and those of his people throughout history, because "If

we confess our sins, Heis faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all

unrighteousness'(1 John 1:9).

1.

Breaking the covenant at the time of the exodus (ver ses 7-12): Murmuring and lack of
faith in God was the prime sin of the children of the Israel at the Red Sea. Forgetfulness
and lack of understanding caused it, which is what Moses mentioned in his poem after he
had completed writing the Torah. He said, "For they are a nation void of counsel, nor is
there any understanding in them. Oh, that they were wise, that they understood this, that
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they would consider their latter end!" (Deuteronomy 32:28,29). The Book of Exodus
(14:10-12) speaks of the same thing; for after the plagues that afflicted Pharaoh, he
ordered them to go out, but he regretted his decision and followed them to the western
shore of the Red Sea. Faced with the seain front of them and the enemy closing in on
them from behind, the people said to Moses, "Because there were no graves in Egypt,
have you taken us away to diein the wilderness? ... For it would have been better for us
to serve the Egyptians than that we should die in the wilderness." They could not
understand God's grace, neither could they realize Hislove for them, or His power to
save them. The psalmist describes their sin as rebellion to the divine will. God could have
granted them their request and brought them back to Egypt, but for His name's sake and
His mercy He saved them, so that the nations might know that He is the Almighty. He
divided the Red Seafor them to cross. When the Egyptians followed them, they were
drowned. At thistime the children of Israel believed in the words of their Lord and sang
His praises. But al this was temporary. For they soon reverted to their forgetfulness,
ignorance and rebellion.

2. Breaking the covenant in the desert of Sinai (verses 13-23):

1. Complaining of the food (ver ses 13-15): Three days after crossing the Red Sea they
complained about the lack of water (Exodus 15:22-24), and six days after that they
complained about the food (Exodus 16: 2-4). In Rephidim they complained about the
water once again (Exodus 17:2-4), and forgot the gifts of the Lord. They did not wait
for his counsel and plans for them, and said, "Who will give us meat to eat? We
repara the fish which we ate freely in Egypt, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the
onions, and the garlic; but now our whole being is dried up; there is nothing at all
except this manna before our eyes!” (Numbers 11:4-6). God granted them what they
asked for, but He also punished them: "But while the meat was still between their
teeth... the LORD struck the people with a very great plague’(Numbers 11:33). This
place was then called Kibroth Hattaavah, i.e. the graves of lust.

2. Complaining against Moses and Aaron (ver ses 16-18): Korah aong with a group of
the leaders of the children of Israel opposed Moses and Aaron, saying, "Y ou take too
much upon yourselves, for all the congregation is holy, every one of them, and the
LORD is among them. Why then do you exalt yourselves above the assembly of the
LORD?'(Numbers 16:3). When Moses lifted up his grievance to God, the Lord
punished the rebellious so that "the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up,
with their households... And afire came out from the LORD and consumed the two
hundred and fifty men"(Numbers 16:32,35).

Unfortunately there are some believers who are possessed by pride and arrogance, as
were the followers of Korah. They competed with their brothers and the assembly of
the Lord must pay the price for their self-centred competition. Every believer needs to
hear this advice: "Not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to
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think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith"(Romans 12:3).

3. Complaining against God (ver ses 19-23):1n Sinai Moses went up Mount Horeb to
receive the two tablets of the Law from the Lord, and there he spent 40 days. The
| sraelites thought him dead, and asked Aaron to make for them a calf to worship, so
he made it out of the gold that they had taken from the Egyptians (Deuteronomy
9:7-21). No doubt they were still affected by the worship of the calf Apis, one of the
idols of the Egyptians. They began to shout, "Thisisyour god, O Isragl, that brought
you out of the land of Egypt!"(Exodus 32:8). This act was arebellion against God,
who commanded them not to make statues and worship them (Exodus 20:4), as much
asit was forgetfulness of God's favour toward them. God wanted to destroy them but
Moses intervened and prayed for them, and God respected his prayers (Exodus
23:9-14).

3. Breaking the covenant within sight of the land of Canaan (ver ses 24-33):

1. Anuprisingin order toreturn to Egypt (verses 24-27):Moses sent 12 leaders as
spies to scout out the land that they were about to possess according to the Lord's
promise to them (Numbers 13,14). They brought back a report about the greatness of
the land, but said that they could not possess it because giants dwelt in it. They added,
"We were like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight”"(Numbers
13:33). The children of Israel shouted, "If only we had died in the land of Egypt! Or if
only we had died in this wilderness! Why has the LORD brought usto thisland to fall
by the sword? ... Would it not be better for usto return to Egypt?... Let us select a
leader and return to Egypt"(Numbers 14:2-4). The psalmist says that in this situation
they committed several sins. They rejected the Promised Land, which symbolized the
heavenly Jerusalem; they did not believe in the Lord's promise; complained and
disobeyed the divine commands. God, however, pardoned them in response to Moses
and Aaron'sintercession (Numbers 14:13-19).

2. Participation in the profanity of heathen wor ship (ver ses 28-31):Many of the
heathen rituals of worship were connected with prostitution. The children of Israel
took part with the Moabite women in this corrupt worship and worshiped the idol
Baal of Peor (Numbers 25; Peor is a name of aplace). The psalmist says that they ate
sacrifices given to the dead idols, though their God isthe living LORD. The Lord's
anger was kindled against them and He struck them with the plague which killed 24
thousand of them (Numbers 25:9). Phinehas the son of Aaron rose up and killed an
|sraelite man and the Moabite woman with whom the man was sinning, so that the
plague stopped. God said about the Phinehas, "Behold, | give to him My covenant of
peace; and it shall be to him and his descendants after him a covenant of an
everlasting priesthood" (Numbers 25:12,13).

4. Breakingthe covenant in the land of Canaan (ver ses 34-46):
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1. Thesin (verses 34-39): The psalmist explains that the sins of the children of Israel
after entering the Promised Land were disobedience to the Lord's command. They did
not destroy the inhabitants of that land: "But the children of Benjamin did not drive
out the Jebusites who inhabited Jerusalem; so the Jebusites dwell with the children of
Benjamin in Jerusalem™ (Judges 1:21; cf. Judges 1:27,29; 2:1). Y et the command to
wipe them out is repeated in severa places (see Exodus 23:32,33; Deuteronomy
7:2-4). Asaresult, the children of Israel mingled with heathen nations and learned
their cults. Later they worshiped the heathen idols and sacrificed their sons and
daughters to the idols to atone for their sin and to increase their own crops, just as the
Canaanites did. Thus they betrayed their covenant with the Lord their God, and were
defiled by the evils of the heathen, for "Evil company corrupts good habits'(1
Corinthians 15:33).

2. Thepunishment (ver ses 40-43): God was angered against the children of Israel
because of their repeated betrayals and their continued deviation. Therefore He
handed them over to the peoples around them, who enslaved and humiliated them.

Y et He had compassion on them and raised up for them judges to save them, such as
Gideon (Judges 6), Jephthah (Judges 11) and Samson (Judges 13). However, they
persisted in their disobedience.

3. God'sfaithfulnessto His covenant (verses 44-46): The Lord remained faithful to
His covenant with the children of Israel. He heard their cries, saw them in distress,
reparaed His covenant with them, saved them from their enemies and even favoured
them in the presence of all those who also fought with them, as a response to
Solomon's prayer: "Forgive Y our people who have sinned against Y ou, and al their
transgressions which they have transgressed against Y ou; and grant them compassion
before those who took them captive, that they may have compassion on them” (1
Kings 8:50). The history of the children of Isragl is a series of evildoing, followed by
punishment. Thisin turn was followed by their cry for mercy and salvation, and then
they would receive divine mercies and deliverance. Then they would repeat the same
evil al over again. Thisisin general the history of sinful man who disobeys God's
commandments and receives his punishment. He then cries out in his pain and the
God of tender mercies takes pity on him and saves him. The recipient of God's mercy
then says, "The LORD will command His loving kindness in the daytime, and in the
night His song shall be with me; a prayer to the God of my life"(Psalms 42:8).

6.3. Third: Final Prayer and Doxology

(verses 47,48)

1. A prayer (verse47):After detailing the sins of his people throughout history and
confessing them honestly, the psalmist lifted up a prayer as though he were saying, "How
terrible are the many sins which we have committed, and for which Y ou punished us with
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mercy. We deserved a worse punishment than what fell upon us. But now we confess our
sins and repent of them, taking refuge in the riches of Y our mercy. So please restore us
back to our land and we promise Y ou to remain faithful to the covenant this time, so that
we may praise You and glory in this praise. We are still Y our people on whom Y our
name has been called, and Y ou are our Lord and only shelter in whom we trust and in
whom weregjoice.”

2. Doxology (verse 48):This doxology could be the conclusion of thispsam, aswell asa
glorification that concludes the fourth book of the Psalter, which started with Psalm 90.
In this doxology the psalmist blesses his faithful Lord for His covenant from everlasting
to everlasting, as David glorified Him when he blessed the children of Israel saying,
"Blessed are You, LORD God of Israel, our Father, forever and ever ... Now therefore,
our God, we thank Y ou and praise Y our glorious name" (1 Chronicles 29:10,13). And as
the Levites asked the children of Israel to glorify Him, saying, " Stand up and bless the
LORD your God forever and ever! Blessed be Y our glorious name, which is exalted
above all blessing and praise!"(Nehemiah 9:5).

6.4. Questions
1. Mention the four times the children of |sragl broke the covenant of the Lord.
2. What did the children of Israel do to offend the Lord in Sinai?

7. PSALM ONE HUNDRED AND SEVEN
The Song of the Redeemed
1 Oh, givethanksto the LORD, for Heisgood! For His mercy enduresforever.
2 Let theredeemed of the LORD say so, whom He has redeemed from the hand of the enemy,
3 And gathered out of the lands, from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south.
4 They wandered in thewildernessin a desolate way; they found no city to dwell in.
5 Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted in them.
6 Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble, and He delivered them out of their distresses.
7 And Heled them forth by the right way, that they might go to a city for a dwelling place.

8 Oh, that men would givethanksto the LORD for His goodness, and for Hiswonderful workstothe
children of men!

9 For He satisfiesthe longing soul, and fills the hungry soul with goodness.
10 Those who sat in darkness and in the shadow of death, bound in affliction and irons --

11 Because they rebelled against the words of God, and despised the counsel of the Most High,
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12 Therefore He brought down their heart with labour; they fell down, and therewas noneto help.
13 Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble, and He saved them out of their distresses.
14 He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, and broke their chainsin pieces.

15 Oh, that men would give thanksto the LORD for His goodness, and for Hiswonderful worksto the
children of men!

16 For He has broken the gates of bronze, and cut the barsof iron in two.

17 Fools, because of their transgression, and because of their iniquities, wer e afflicted.

18 Their soul abhorred all manner of food, and they drew near to the gates of death.

19 Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble, and He saved them out of their distresses.
20 He sent Hisword and healed them, and deli-vered them from their destructions.

21 Oh, that men would give thanksto the LORD for His goodness, and for Hiswonderful worksto the
children of men!

22 L et them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving, and declare Hisworkswith rejoicing.

23 Those who go down to the sea in ships, who do business on great waters,

24 They see the works of the LORD, and Hiswondersin the deep.

25 For He commands and raises the stormy wind, which lifts up the waves of the sea.

26 They mount up to the heavens, they go down again to the depths; their soul melts because of trouble.
27 They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, and are at their wits end.

28 Then they cry out tothe LORD in their trouble, and He brings them out of their distresses.

29 He calmsthe storm, so that itswaves are still.

30 Then they are glad because they are quiet; so He guidesthem to their desired haven.

31 Oh, that men would give thanksto the LORD for His goodness, and for Hiswonder ful worksto the
children of men!

32 Let them exalt Him also in the assembly of the people, and praise Him in the company of the elders.
33 Heturnsriversinto awilderness, and the water-springsinto dry ground;

34 A fruitful land into barrenness, for the wickedness of those who dwell in it.

35 Heturnsawildernessinto pools of water, and dry land into water springs.

36 There He makesthe hungry dwell, that they may establish a city for a dwelling place,

37 And sow fields and plant vineyards, that they may yield a fruitful harvest.
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38 He also blesses them, and they multiply greatly; and He does not let their cattle decrease.

39 When they are diminished and brought low through oppression, affliction and sorrow,

40 He pours contempt on princes, and causesthem to wander in the wilder nesswhere thereis no way;
41 Yet He setsthe poor on high, far from affliction, and makestheir familieslike a flock.

42 Therighteous seeit and rejoice, and all iniquity stopsits mouth.

43 Whoever iswise will observe these things, and they will under stand the loving kindness of the
LORD.

This psalm is the beginning of the fifth book of the Psalter. It corresponds with the book of
Deuteronomy, which emphasizes God's word (see the introduction to volume 1 of this
series). Our psalm is the song of every believer who has been redeemed by God. In it the
psalmist draws pictures from real life of agodly man who may have been lost in a desert and
about to perish from hunger and thirst. God answered his prayers and guided his path to a
vast land. Or he may have been imprisoned as a punishment for a crime he committed, and
God set him free. Or he may have been on his sickbed because of his sins, and God gave him
healing. Or he may have been aboard a ship about to sink, then God took him safely to shore.
Perhaps the psalmist wrote this psalm as he was overjoyed at the return from captivity, so he
started to list God's blessings to the redeemed people of God. "Whoever iswise will observe
these things, And they will understand the loving kindness of the LORD" (verse 43). Our
psalm opens with praise "for Heis good! For His mercy endures forever,"which isan
expression that occurs 36 times in the Bible (26 timesin Psalm 136, aswell asin 1
Chronicles 16:34; 2 Chronicles 5:13; 7:3; Ezra3:11; Psalm 100:5; 106:1; 107:1; 118:1,29;
Jeremiah 33:11). The expression "His mercy endures forever"occurs 5 times, in 1 Chronicles
16:41; 2 Chronicles 7:6; 20:21; Psalm 118:3,4. There is arelationship between this psalm and
the two psalms preceding it. In Psalm 105:44 there is the promise of the land that proves
God's faithfulness to His covenant. In Psalm 106:27 there is a punishment in the land for the
faithlessness of man in keeping his covenant, and in our psalm (verse 3) we see God's
faithfulness in answering prayer and returning His people to their land.

This psalm contains the following:

» First: Thejoy of redemption (verses 1-3)

» Second: The weakness of man (verses 4-32)
e Third: The power of God (verses 33-42)

« Fourth: An invitation to wisdom (verse 43)

7.1. First: The Joy of Redemption
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(verses 1-3)

1. BecausetheLord isgood (verse 1): The psamist calls his people to praise the Lord and
thank Him because of the His goodness, which is manifest in His care. He had prepared
the Garden of Eden for Adam and Eve ever before He created them, but His goodness
appeared in amuch more profound way when He covered their nakedness after they fell.
We till experience every day the goodness of the caring God and redeeming God, and
his everlasting mercy that does not change. He does not treat us according to our sins, but
He descends to us through His forgiveness in Christ. To such mercy we say, "But God
demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for
us'(Romans 5:8).

2. BecausethelLord isRedeemer (verse 2):The psalmist means that the children of Israel
were captives in Babylon, but God redeemed them from the hand of the enemy, as He
had redeemed them from the tortures of Pharaoh and caused the angel to pass over them
when he saw the blood on their doors (Exodus 12:13,14). The Redeemer is the next of
kin. The greatest redemp-tion, of course, is the redemption from the imprisonment of the
devil: "For thereis no difference; for al have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that isin Christ Jesus, whom
God set forth as a pro-pitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His
righteous-ness'(Romans 3:22-25). Christ is the nearest relation, because in the fullness of
time the word became flesh and dwelt among us. Believers say that we all received grace
for grace from Christ's fullness. Therefore we call him saying, "Draw near to my soul,
and redeem it; deliver me because of my enemies’(Psalms 69:18).

3. BecausetheLord gathers (verse 3): The Lord promised that after 70 years of captivity
He would bring back His people from Babylon to their own land, and He fulfilled His
promise as | saiah prophesied, "He will set up a banner for the nations, and will assemble
the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dis-persed of Judah from the four corners of
the earth”(Isaiah 11:12). In this verse the psalmist records the answer to the request that
he made at the end of the previous psalm: "Save us, O LORD our God, and gather us
from among the Gentiles, to give thanks to Y our holy name, to triumph in Y our
praise” (Psalms 106:47). Today we thank God who restores our souls from the captivity
and imprisonment of sin, so that we may say, "He restores my soul; He leads me in the
paths of righteousness for His name's sake" (Psalms 23:3).

7.2. Second: The Weakness of Man

(verses 4-32)

1. Thewandering man (ver ses4-9): The psalmist presents an image of human weakness. It
isrepresented first in travellers who lost their way while crossing a desert. They almost
perished from thirst and hunger, because they could not find food, drink and shelter. They
cried out to the Lord, and He rescued them by guiding them in the right path where they
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could find an inhabited country. The psalmist then invited them to thank the Lord for His
mercy and miracles. This exactly is the situation of man when he wanders away from the
house of the Father, and cries out, "Be merciful to me asinner!"The Lord will then guide
him to Christ who is the way, the truth and the life (John 14:6), the One who gives rest to
the weary (Matthew 11:28) and living water to the thirsty (John 4:10), who fills the
hungry with the bread of life (John 6:51) and guides his followers the heavenly city
(Hebrews 12:22-24). Praise be to the Lord who filled a hungry soul with bread, just as the
father filled his prodigal son who could find no food other than that of the swine, and
gave him afatherly banquet (Luke 15). "Asit iswritten: "Eye has not seen, nor ear heard,
nor have entered into the heart of man the things which God has prepared for those who
love Him. But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all
things, yes, the deep things of God™ (1 Corinthians 2:9,10).

. Theimprisoned man (ver ses 10-16): The psalmist presents a second image of human
weakness. Prisoners bound up in the darkness of the prison on account of some
transgressions they have committed, are reduced to abject humiliation with no advocate
or defender to take up their cause. Y et they cried out to the Lord, "Repara me, Lord"and
He heard their cry, saved them, brought them out of the darkness and cut their fetters.
The psalmist calls them to thank the Lord for His mercy and miracles, because He breaks
the gates of bronze and cut the bars of iron in two. As aresult, every one of them will
say, "O LORD, truly | am Y our servant; | am Y our servant, the son of Y our maidservant;
Y ou have loosed my bonds. | will offer to Y ou the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and will call
upon the name of the LORD"(Psalms 116:16,17). Thisisthe situation of man who is
imprisoned by his sins; Christ saves him and shines His light upon him (John 8:12), sets
him free (John 8:36) and draws him out from the pit of prison and helps him. Christ, "the
Dayspring from on high has visited us; to give light to those who sit in darkness and the
shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace”(Luke 1:78,79). Heis the One
who said, "To set at liberty those who are oppressed” (Luke 4:18).

. Thesick man (verses 17-22): The psalmist presents a third image of human weakness as
represented in some fools who lost the right path and ended up sick. Sin may be a cause
of sickness, as Christ said to asick man He healed, " See, you have been made well. Sin
no more, lest a worse thing come upon you"(John 5:14). But sin is not the cause of every
sickness, for the man born blind had not sinned, neither had his parents (John 9:2,3). The
situation that the psalmist describesis the situation of asinful sick man who lost his
appetite for food and his body lost weight till the man was on the verge of death. At this
point he called out to God asking for His salvation, and the Lord sent His word, healed
him and delivered him from death. The word of God carries the authority of God, for He
speaks and it is done. The word of God is "living and powerful, and sharper than any
two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and
marrow" (Hebrews 4:12). The psalmist calls all those who are like this sick man to thank
the Lord for His mercy and miracles, slaughter the sacrifices of praise, to enumerate
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God's favours towards them with singing. The apostle James exhorted usto pray for the
sick as he said, "Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and
let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of
faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he
will be forgiven. "Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that
you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of arighteous man avails much™ (James
5:14-16). Then the one who seeks healing will offer "the sacrifice of praiseto God, that
is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name"(Hebrews 13:15).

The drowning man (ver ses 23-32): The psalmist presents yet a fourth image of a human
weakness. Experienced sailors had gone through the vehement tempests and experienced
God's wondersin the deep waters. But God ordered the raging winds to stir up waves,
causing the ship to rise and fall rapidly over great distances, while the sailorsreeled like
drunken men, not able to draw upon their previous wisdom in such away to enable them
to face thisfinal and terrible situation. They all discovered that they are weak and small.
When those brave and experienced men found themselves unable to face the sea, they
knew that they would have no other shelter than God's mercy, so they cried out to God
and He heard their cry and ordered the winds and the waves to calm down. Then He
made them reach their destiny safe and sound. So they had to thank Him for His mercy
and miracles. A certain wise man said, "L et those who do not know prayer face the
sea."Thisisthe situation of everyone who faces problemsin hiswork and finds himself
unable to cope with them despite all his experience. He cries out to God for help, "l
waited patiently for the LORD; and He inclined to me, and heard my cry. He also brought
me up out of a horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon arock, and
established my steps. He has put a new song in my mouth; praise to our God; many will
seeit and fear, and will trust in the LORD"(Psalms 40:1-3). It is aso the situation of the
born-again believer who is deeply rooted in God's love, while storms rage around him
and make him cry out, "Do Y ou not care that we are perishing?'But the Lord rebukes the
wind so that the wind ceases and thereisagreat calm (Mark 4:37-41).

7.3. Third: The Power of God
(verses 33-42)

1.

Heturnsthewildernessinto riversof water (verses 33-38): These verses say that God
turnsfertile lands into deserts because of the evils of their inhabitants. Moses said that the
Lord strikes the land of the wicked, turning it into "brimstone, salt and burning; it is not
sown, nor does it bear, nor does any grass grow there, like the overthrow of Sodom and
Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboim, which the LORD overthrew in His anger and His

wrath" (Deuteronomy 29:23). He also brings rain down on the arid desert, turning it into a
green expanse in which the hungry may find food and the poor placesto live, as Isaiah
says, "For waters shall burst forth in the wilderness, and streamsin the desert. The
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parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water”(Isaiah 35:6,7).
Pastures for the increasing flocks will abound, and they will cultivate fields and plant
vineyards, and the Lord will bless them so that they may increase in number. Thisisthe
situation of the people who will return to the Lord in repentance, and as aresult He will
satisfy them with the living water as He did the Samaritan woman (John 4). But the
situation of one who rejects God as Judas I scariot did will result in his own destruction
(John 17:12).

2. Hesetsthe poor on high (ver ses 39-42):When people's wealth and possessions increase,
they may become proud. Then God punishes them by death and destroys them. They lose
their joy and forfeit their peace. They bow down from the pressure of the evil and grief
they committed in word and in deed. Their proud leaders al so received humiliation and
indignity, and wander in their evil paths. Asto those who are poor in spirit, those who
believe that everything they have is a gift from the Lord, He will draw them up from the
humiliation of poverty, increase their number, and their livestock will multiply. " For
"God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble™ (1 Peter 5:5). Asaresult, every
mouth that speaks against God will be stopped, and the righteous will rejoice in their
God's faithfulness and goodness, because His mercy endures forever.

7.4. Fourth: An Invitation to Wisdom

(verse 43)

"Whoever iswise will observe these things, and they will understand the loving kindness of
the LORD."Whoever iswise meditates on the work of the Saviour God, who saves the weak
man from his weaknesses, punishes the wicked for their evil, givesjustice to the poor and
sets them on high. He must also keep thisin his heart as the Virgin Mary did when she heard
of the most marvellous miracle. She "kept all these thingsin her heart”(Luke 2:51). He must
learn alesson and repent, and the believer must increase his dependence on the Lord and
obedience to Him. How beautiful is the prophetic saying, "Who is wise? Let him understand
these things. Who is prudent? Let him know them. For the ways of the LORD are right; the
righteous walk in them, but transgressors stumble in them"(Hosea 14:9).

7.5. Questions
1. Mention three images of human weakness.

2. Verses 33-42 of this psalm present God's power in two ways. What are these two ways?

8. PSALM ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHT
The Song of the Triumphant

1 A Song. A Psalm of David. O God, my heart is steadfast; | will sing and give praise, even with my
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glory.

2 Awake, luteand harp! | will awaken the dawn.

31 will praise You, O LORD, among the peoples, and | will sing praisesto Y ou among the nations.
4 For Your mercy isgreat above the heavens, and Your truth reachesto the clouds.

5 Beexalted, O God, above the heavens, and Your glory above all the earth;

6 That Your beloved may be delivered, save with Your right hand, and hear me.

7 God has spoken in Hisholiness: " | will rejoice; | will divide Shechem and measure out the Valley of
Succoth.”

8 Gilead isMine; Manasseh isMine; Ephraim also isthe helmet for My head; Judah isMy lawgiver.
9 Moab isMy wash pot; over Edom | will cast My shoe; over Philistial will triumph.

10 Who will bring meinto the strong city? Who will lead meto Edom?

111sit not You, O God, who cast us off? And You, O God, who did not go out with our armies?

12 Giveus help from trouble, for the help of man isuseless.

13 Through God we will do valiantly, for it isHe who shall tread down our enemies.

This psalm is a quotation from two psalms; its first half is quoted from the second half of
Psalm 57 (verses 7-11), and its second half is quoted from the second half of Psalm 60
(verses 6-12). Both Psalm 57 and 60 express David's misery at the beginning, but at the end
they close up with an expression of his hope and confidence in victory through the Lord. The
psalmist quoted only their closing sections, which is an indication that he must have shouted
asong of triumph out of aheart full of hope, trust and gratitude. The psalmist had called his
people in the three previous psalms to gives thanks to the Lord (Psalm 105:1-3; 106:1;
107:1). In this psalm heis acting on the command that he had already given, confirming that
whoever experiences the cross will enjoy the resurrection afterward. For if we carry our cross
and are buried together with Christ through baptism, we must be raised from the dead
together with Him in newness of life, and have a glorious hope in the future (Romans 6:4).
"Thisisafaithful saying: ... Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into
death™ (2 Timothy 2:11,13). Our awaited victorious King is coming again, because He must
reign in order to put His enemies under His footstool. He promised us so, and He is faithful
to his promises, sincere in Hislove and generousin His gifts: "My soul, wait silently for God
alone, for my expectation is from Him"(Psalms 62:5).

The psalm contains the following:
« First: Praising in difficulty (verses 1-6)
« Second: Fulfilling the promises despite the difficulty (verses 7-13)
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8.1. First: Praising in Difficulty

(verses 1-6)

1. The confidence of the one who praises: "O God, my heart is steadfast” (verse 1a). The
psalmist opens with an expression of his confidence in the Lord because of his
dependence on His fellowship. He raises the motto: "Whom have | in heaven but Y ou?
And there is none upon earth that | desire besides Y ou"(Psalms 73:25). Sometimes the
psalmist says, "My heart is fearful because the winds of life blow over me, and storms
and billows beset and endanger my ship."But when the Lord isin the ship of abeliever's
life, that believer cannot perish, but rather shout, "Y ou have put gladnessin my heart ... |
will both lie down in peace, and sleep; for Y ou alone, O LORD, make me dwell in
safety”(Psalms 4:7,8).

2. Thethanksgiving of the one who praises: "l will sing and give praise, even with my
glory"(verse 1b). A steadfast heart sings songs and hymns to the Lord, because the devil
proved unable to shake histrust in his God. Saul used to chase David before he was king,
and after he was raised to the throne enemies threatened the borders of his country. But
neither Saul's pursuit nor the enemies attack frightened him because he knew that al his
affairs were in the hands of the Lord. His heart was, therefore, steadfast, his tongue
rejoiced and his lips sang praises and spiritual songs, which echoed in the mountain caves
where he hid. As aresult, everyone knew that his peace came from the Lord and not from
circumstances. Paul and Silas walked in the footsteps of David. When they were thrown
into jail in Philippi, their hearts soared up to the heights of joy through prayer and praise,
so that the foundations of the jail shook. Thisled to the salvation of the jail keeper and
his household (Acts 16).

"Even with my glory."Both hislipsand his glory sang, i.e. the best there was in the
depths of his being. He sang out all that his mind thought of, all that his tongue could
express and all that hisimagination brought up. He praised the glory of the likenessin
which the Lord created him, so he cried, "I will praise You, for | am fearfully and
wonderfully made; marvellous are Y our works, and that my soul knows very
well"(Psalms 139:14). He also praised the glory of the new life that God gave him, as
though he were saying, "Lord, Y ou glorified me and raised me up from the death of my
sins. Y ou resurrected me from the grave of sin, set me free, and released me to the liberty
of the glory of the children of God. All my glory comes from Y ou; it serves You and lifts
up Your name: "But You, O LORD, are ashield for me, my glory and the One who lifts
up my head' (Psalms 3:3)."

We become unhappy when we look at things through the eyes of the world, but when we
regard things from Christ's perspective we grow happy.

3. Theenthusiasm of the onewho praises: "Awake, lute and harp! | will awaken the
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dawn"(verse 2), as though his lute and harp fell asleep with him when he went to bed. On
waking up at dawn to commune with his God, he awakened them to share his tunes and
melodies as he lifted up to the Lord a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips,
giving thanks to His name (Hebrews 13:15). He says, "Asfor me, | will see Your facein
righteousness; | shall be satisfied when | awake in Y our likeness'(Psalms 17:15). How
delightful it isto seek the Lord in the early morning with our hearts, so that He would
give us what we need to carry the responsibilities of our day and face our problems.

4. The place of the onewho praises: "I will praise You, O LORD, among the peoples, and
| will sing praisesto Y ou among the nations'(verse 3). The Jews neither mixed with the
heathen nor dealt with the Samaritans. But, filled with Spirit, David arose with his heart
and mind to give thanks to the Lord amongst all peoples, both Jews and Gentiles, and
declarein their presence that he rgoiced in the Lord. Christ also revealed to us that God
loves the whole world, that He does not make distinctions between one man and another
on aracial basis: "For you are al sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as many
of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek,
there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all onein
Christ"(Galatians 3:26-28). The Lord has commanded us to go into the whole world and
preach the Gospel to all creation. We must walk in this evangelistic spirit, which
surpassed the boundaries of race, colour and language. How beautiful it isfor brothers
and sisters to come together, because "there the LORD commanded the blessing; life
forevermore" (Psalms 133:3).

5. Themotives of the onewho praises: "For Y our mercy is great above the heavens, and
Y our truth reaches to the clouds®(verse 4). At the time of the exodus God's mercy was
shown in the pillar of cloud that moved ahead of His people to guide and protect them
from the heat of the sun (Exodus 13:21). When their enemies pursued them, the pillar of
cloud moved from the front and stood behind them to protect them from their enemies
(Exodus 14:19). In the days of Joshua, God's exalted mercy and uplifted truth was great
toward them. He made the sun stand still in the middle of the sky, and not to go down for
about awhole day (Joshua 10:13). The Lord surrounded the psalmist with mercy and
truth, so he burst into spontaneous praise to the Lord. The psalmist knew that he
de-served to be punished, "for the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life
in Christ"(Romans 6:23). He needed mercy be-cause he deserved destruction; therefore
God's mercy was great above the heavens and covered his evil and sins. Mercy covered
him and he took shelter in it from death, just as the prodigal son took shelter in his
father's bosom and forgiveness (L uke 15:20). Because divine justice (truth) must be
satisfied, it aso rose up and reached the clouds. The psalmist sang songs about it because
he saw the sign of a covenant in the rainbow (Genesis 9:13). He also saw the covenant in
the rain that comes down to water the land, so that it can yield food for man, bird and
animal. Truly, "Mercy and truth have met together; righteousness and peace have
kissed"(Psalms 85:10).
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6. Thehumility of the one who praises: "Be exalted, O God, above the heavens, and Y our
glory above al the earth”(verse 5). The psalmist felt how small his praise and
glorification of the Lord were, for He isthe Lord, seated upon the high and uplifted
throne, to whom the angels sing: "Holy, holy, holy isthe LORD of hosts; the whole earth
isfull of Hisglory!"(Isaiah 6:1,3). Most people, however, do not feel so, and need to hear
the divine command: "Enter into the rock, and hide in the dust, from the terror of the
LORD and the glory of His mgjesty. The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, the
haughtiness of men shall be bowed down, and the LORD alone shall be exalted in that
day"(Isaiah 2:10,11). No matter how great the believer's praise, it does not measure up to
the Lord's majesty and greatness. So he calls upon the exalted Lord to exalt Himself even
higher above the heavens, and to let His glory tower above al the earth. He asked Him to
reign over the hearts and lives of the believers, so that al of them, big and small, should
come to know Him, every knee should bow to Him, of those in heaven and of those on
earth, and every tongue should confess His unlimited power and unending sovereignty.
Heisthe Lord of the past, the present and the future.

7. Thehope of the onewho praises: "That Y our beloved may be delivered, save with Y our
right hand, and hear me'"(verse 6). The psalmist hopes that the hand of God, the great
King, will be stretched out towards him with an answer, to deliver him because he isthe
Lord's beloved and lover. He has asked that the Lord and His truth should be exalted
aboveall, so that al his enemies should bow down before Him, His beloved ones who
take shelter under His wings should be delivered, and all those who call upon His name
be saved. From His holy heaven the Lord inclines His ear and hears. How great isthe
salvation of the Lord's right hand that works mightily on behalf of his children, healing
their bodies, setting their spirits free from the captivity of sin, transgressions and
destruction. "Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful ? Let him
sing psalms ... pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer
of arighteous man avails much"(James 5:13-16).

8.2. Second: Fulfilling the Promises Despite the Difficulty

(verses 7-13)

1. Promisesfulfilled in the past: "God has spoken in His holiness: 'l will rejoice; | will
divide Shechem and measure out the Valley of Succoth. Gilead is Mine; Manasseh is
Mine; Ephraim aso isthe helmet for My head; Judah is My lawgiver" (verses 7,8). The
psalmist speaks of God's previous dealings with Joshua when He divided the Jordan
River. This allowed the people to cross over and take possession of the lands to the east:
Succoth, Gilead and Manasseh, and the lands to the west: Shechem, Ephraim and Judah.
They measured the land and divided it between the tribes. The Lord has spoken in His
holiness, and everything He spoke was fulfilled. None of His good words failed. He
rescued all the op-pressed in the land, guided those who lost their way in the desert of
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Sinai, turned those nomadic Bedouins into soldiers conquering lands without having
received any prior military education. He created priests out of them without having
received any clerical education. He was their great Leader and good Teacher.

2. Promisesfulfilled in the present: "Moab is my wash pot; over Edom | will cast my
shoe; over Philistial will triumph. Who will bring me into the strong city? Who will lead
me to Edom?'(verses 9,10). The psalmist faced three enemies who attacked him. The
first one was Moab. He envisioned his victory over them through the eyes of faith. He
saw himself turning them into a wash pot in which he would wash his feet from the long,
hard road of subjecting and enslaving them. Edom was the second of those enemies. The
psalmist saw himself casting his shoe over Edom, namely taking possession of their lands
and dominating them, as a fulfilment of the Lord's promises to Joshua: "Every place that
the sole of your foot will tread upon | have given you, as| said to Moses'(Joshua 1:3).
The third enemy, however, was Philistia. The psalmist saw himself shouting over it asa
sign of victory. The Lord has accomplished for David what he had hoped for by faith.
The Scriptures say, "After thisit came to pass that David attacked the Philistines and
subdued them ... Then he defeated Moab. Forcing them down to the ground, he measured
them off with aline ... So the M oabites became David's servants'(2 Samuel 8:1,2,14).

Just as David had three enemies, the believer aso faces three ene-mies: The flesh, the
world and the devil. "For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh;
and these are contrary to one another”(Galatians 5:17). The believer must rise up to resist
the lust of the flesh that goes contrary to the will of God. The second enemy, however, is
the world with its fal se principles and short-lived cravings. Believers hear the Lord
calling them, "Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God?
Whoever therefore wants to be afriend of the world makes himself an enemy of God ...
Resist the devil and he will flee from you"(James 4:4,7). The third enemy is the devil
who misleads people by his faulty words, trying to deceive, if possible, even the elect.

Y et, he cannot do more than suggest, and he can-not twist anyone's arm to carry out his
suggestion. If the believer is drawn away by the devil's suggestion and is enticed by it, he
sins, because if lust dwellsin aheart it conceives sin, "and sin, when it is full-grown,
brings forth death” (James 1:14,15). And the devil "was a murderer from the beginning,
and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him ... for heisaliar and the
father of it"(John 8:44).

Y et, the Lord who granted victory to His people in the past under the leadership of
Joshua and Moses, and empowered David by the Holy Spirit, He Himself is able to keep
us from stumbling. He puts on us the whole armour, that we may be able to stand against
the wiles and attacks of the devil, not conforming ourselves to the people of thisworld,
nor applying their principles. Though we live in the world, the world does not live in us.
Then we will be transformed by the renewing of our mind, that we may prove what is that
good and acceptable and perfect will of God, and present our lives on the altar of
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dedication as aliving and holy sacrifice (Romans 12:1,2).

3. Promisesto befulfilled in the future (ver ses 11-13): The psalmist looks forward to the
future with hope and confidence, telling his God of the longings of his heart.

1. Evaluation of the cause of defeat: "Isit not You, O God, who cast us off? And Y ou,
O God, who did not go out with our armies?'(verse 11). Although the past was full of
victories, it also included defeats. The psalmist confesses that defeat came as a result
of the peoplé€'s sins and departure from God's instructions. So the Lord cast his people
off and no longer went out with their armies, which resulted in their utter defeat.
When the believer boasts over his personal strengths or righteousness, he gets
defeated, because God's presence no longer goes with him. When he asks his God
about the reason, he gets the answer: "Repara therefore from where you have fallen;
repent and do the first works, or else | will come to you quickly and remove your
lamp stand from its place; unless you repent” (Revelation 2:5). Aslong aswe arein
the world we need continual repentance and constant cleansing from the thoughts of
the world. We need to return to God's bosom, so that times of refreshing may come to
us from the presence of the Lord.

2. Declaring God astheonly support: "Give us help from trouble, for the help of man
isuseless’(verse 12). When the people deserted their Lord, the Lord deserted them
and they were defeated, because He is the only refuge and only from Him come
assistance and victory over trouble. Without Him we can do nothing, for the help of
man is useless, whether it comes from within him or from without. "Do not put your
trust in princes, nor in ason of man, in whom there is no help. His spirit departs, he
returns to his earth; in that very day his plans perish"(Psalms 146:3,4). "In the world
you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, | have overcome the world"(John
16:33).

3. Thefinal victory iscoming: "Through God we will do valiantly, for it is He who
shall tread down our enemies’(verse 13). The psalmist's soul was reassured as he
lifted up his eyesto heaven from where his help comes. He was then sure of
deliverance: "Fear not, for | am with you; be not dismayed, for | am your God. | will
strengthen you, yes, | will help you, | will uphold you with My righteous right
hand"(Isaiah 41:10). Let us, therefore, forget those things which are behind and reach
forward to those things which are ahead (Philippians 3:13), so that we may be more
than conquerors through Him who loved us (Romans 8:37).

8.3. Questions
1. How could the psamist praise God in his difficulty?
2. According to this psam, what are the promises to be fulfilled in the future?
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9. PSALM ONE HUNDRED AND NINE
Another Takes his Place
1 TotheChief Musician. A Psalm of David. Do not keep silent, O God of my praise!

2 For the mouth of the wicked and the mouth of the deceitful have opened against me; they have
spoken against me with a lying tongue.

3 They have also surrounded me with words of hatred, and fought against me without a cause.
41nreturn for my lovethey are my accusers, but | give myself to prayer.

5 Thusthey have rewarded me evil for good, and hatred for my love.

6 Set a wicked man over him, and let an accuser stand at hisright hand.

7 When heisjudged, let him be found guilty, and let his prayer becomesin.

8 Let hisdaysbe few, and let another take his office.

9 Let hischildren befatherless, and hiswife a wi-dow.

10 L et hischildren continually be vagabonds, and beg; let them seek their bread also from their
desolate places.

11 Let thecreditor seize all that he has, and let strangers plunder hislabour.
12 L et there be none to extend mercy to him, nor let there be any to favour hisfatherless children.
13 L et hisposterity be cut off, and in the generation following let their name be blotted out.

14 L et theiniquity of hisfathersbe reparaed beforethe LORD, and let not the sin of his mother be
blotted out.

15 L et them be continually before the LORD, that He may cut off the memory of them from the earth;

16 Because he did not reparato show mercy, but persecuted the poor and needy man, that he might
even day the broken in heart.

17 Asheloved cursing, so let it cometo him; ashedid not delight in blessing, so let it befar from him.

18 Asheclothed himself with cursing aswith his garment, so let it enter hisbody like water, and like oil
into his bones.

19 Let it beto him like the garment which covers him, and for a belt with which he girds himself
continually.

20 Let thisbethe LORD'sreward to my accusers, and to those who speak evil against my per son.

21 But You, O GOD theLord, deal with mefor Your name's sake; because Your mercy isgood, deliver
me.

22 For | am poor and needy, and my heart iswounded within me.
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231 am gonelike a shadow when it lengthens; | am shaken off like a locust.

24 My knees are weak through fasting, and my flesh isfeeble from lack of fatness.

25| also have become a reproach to them; when they look at me, they shaketheir heads.

26 Help me, O LORD my God! Oh, save me according to Your mercy,

27 That they may know that thisis Your hand -- that You, LORD, have doneit!

28 L et them curse, but You bless; when they arise, let them be ashamed, but let Your servant reoice.

29 L et my accuser s be clothed with shame, and let them cover themselveswith their own disgrace as
with a mantle.

301 will greatly praisethe LORD with my mouth; yes, | will praise Him among the multitude.

31 For He shall stand at the right hand of the poor, to save him from those who condemn him.

This psalm resembles Psalms 35 and 69 in being a complaint to the Lord about the lying,
plotting, murdering enemies, and also in being a request to pour down curses upon them,
since they repaid the psalmist's good with evil and his love with hatred. The Church has
considered this psalm a Messianic one (foretelling the coming of the Messiah), because Peter
guoted the eighth verse of it as a prophecy about Judas Iscariot. He said, "For it iswritten in
the book of Psalms: "Let his dwelling place be desolate, and let no oneliveinit;' and, "Let
another take his office™ (Acts 1:20).

The invocation of cursesin verses 6-20 poses a problem for the believer who should love his
enemies, bless those who curse him and do good to those who persecute him. Therefore some
have explained it as coming from the psalmist's enemies, as they opened their mouths to
curse him. Others, however, said these curses were uttered by David against his enemies,
which suits Peter's quotation, which is referred to as a prophecy about Christ's faithless
disciple. They are the angry words of the righteous declared against the wicked: "Sinceitisa
righteous thing with God to repay with tribulation those who trouble you" (2 Thessalonians
1:6). Y et, some expositors have seen in it a prophecy of the destiny of the psalmist's enemies,
because he was blameless, loving and "given to prayer". According to the spirit of the Old
Testament, in which the psalmist lived and whose law was "eye for an eye and atooth for a
tooth,"he found no wrong in wishing harm to them and seeking punishment for them.

The psalm contains the following:

« First: Invoking divine help (verses 1-5)

« Second: Invoking a curse upon the enemies (verses 6-20)
e Third: Thereason for invoking divine help (verses 21-27)
» Fourth: The divine answer (verses 28-31)
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9.1. First: Invoking Divine Help
(verses 1-5)

1.

2.

3.

4.

A request from the silent God: "Do not keep silent”(verse 1a). Because of the intensity
of the psalmist's pains he felt that the Lord had kept silent and not intervened for along
time. His thoughts got agitated within him and the uproar of the enemies rose outside
him. He, therefore, cried out for the Lord's intervention to disperse his persecutors and
put an end to his fears. No doubt the Lord would answer him, saying, "Can awoman
forget her nursing child, and not have compassion on the son of her womb? Surely they
may forget, yet | will not forget you"(Isaiah 49:15). So let us pray and hope in Him,
expecting His answer.

A request from the praise-worthy God: "O God of my praise!"(verse 1b). As weary
and bitter of soul as he was because his enemies spoke evil of him, this affected neither
the psalmist's trust in the Lord nor his relationship with His God, who is his stronghold in
times of trouble. So he called upon Him with thankful praise for His previous and coming
blessings which would save his soul and heal his wounds: "Heal me, O LORD, and |

shall be healed; save me, and | shall be saved, for Y ou are my praise”(Jeremiah 17:14).

A request for deliverance from lying: "For the mouth of the wicked and the mouth of
the deceitful have opened against me; they have spoken against me with alying
tongue”(verse 2). The mouth of the enemies opened against him and lashed him with
fabricated lies that he could not bear. He ran out of patience and called his enemies three
things: wicked, deceitful and lying. It is"out of the abundance of the heart that the mouth
speaks. A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good things, and an
evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth evil things. But ... for every idle word men
may speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment”(Matthew 12:34-36).

A request from a pure heart: On examining himself, the psalmist found three good

things.

1. That hewasblameless. "They have also surrounded me with words of hatred, and
fought against me without a cause”(verse 3). Every hateful word they said about him
and every war they launched against him was not because of any evil he had
committed. Neither did he absolutely acquit himself; he just declared his innocence of
such false accusations they fixed on him. One such accusation was King Saul's
accusation that David would seize the kingdom from him. But it was the Lord who
chose David instead of Saul to be king, because David's heart was after the Lord's
heart (Acts 13:21). The Lord will certainly rescue the believer who is persecuted
without cause. He says, "Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say
all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake'(Matthew 5:11). The world hates the
believers because it has hated Christ already. Had they been of the world, the world
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would have loved them (John 15:18,19).

2. Heisloving and given to prayer: "Inreturn for my love they are my accusers, but |
give myself to prayer. Thus they have rewarded me evil for good, and hatred for my
love"(verses 4,5). The samewas aso said in thisway, "I am for peace; but when |
speak, they are for war" (Psalms 120:7). The psamist extended love to his enemies
and expected to receive the same, but they accused him and rgjected hislove. So he
fell back on prayer and sought God's help, and found it. His life turned into
sweet-smelling incense going up before Him who dwells in the heavens, because he
said, "But it isgood for me to draw near to God; | have put my trust in the Lord
GOD, that | may declare all Y our works'(Psalms 73:28). "But as for me, my prayer is
to You, O LORD, in the acceptable time; O God, in the multitude of Y our mercy,
hear mein the truth of Y our salvation”(Psalms 69:13).

9.2. Second: Invoking a Curse upon the Enemies
(verses 6-20)

In these verses the psalmist asks God to treat the enemies like they wanted him to be treated.
He foretold the evil that would snuff them out because they wanted him to drink of the bitter
cup they intended for him. Truly "Evil shall say the wicked, and those who hate the
righteous shall be condemned" (Psalms 34:21).

1. Arequest to put the enemy totrial: "Set awicked man over him, and let an accuser
stand at his right hand. When heisjudged, let him be found guilty, and let his prayer
become sin”(verses 6,7). The psalmist asks the Lord to set against his enemy someone
even more evil than the enemy himself, so that the punishment fits the offence. He al'so
asks for an accuser to stand at his enemy's right hand and heap accusations against him,
so that the accuser may disclose the enemy's offence and evil counsels. He prays that the
prayer of the psalmist's enemy will not be accepted, because it is abhorrent to Lord. "The
sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD, but the prayer of the upright is
His delight" (Proverbs 15:8).

2. Theenemy forfeitshisoffice: "Let hisdays be few, and let another take his
office”(verse 9). Thiswas exactly King Saul's ot when he set himself against David and
sought to destroy him. He was destroyed instead and David seized the kingdom. This was
also the fate of Judas the traitor whose office was taken up by another (Acts 1:20).
Wishing that his days might be few may suggest alack of blessing. The wicked may live
long, but his fruits are bad and unpleasing to the Lord.

3. Theenemy'sfamily turn poor: "Let his children be fatherless, and his wife a widow.
Let his children continually be vagabonds, and beg; let them seek their bread also from
their de-solate places' (verses 9,10). Because the Lord shortens the span of the wicked
one's life and brings him to an untimely death, his children become orphans and his wife
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becomes awidow. They lose their provider and suffer want; they dwell in desolate places
and desire bread. Thiswill never happen to the righteous, who says, "1 have been young,
and now am old; yet | have not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his descendants begging
bread" (Psalms 37:25).

4. Theenemy goes bankrupt: "Let the creditor seize all that he has, and let strangers
plunder his labour"(verse 11). He sows much but harvests nothing. He pays silver but
gets no bread. He labours but is never satisfied. He eats but does not get filled. He drinks
but is not quenched. He clothes himself but is not warm. He earns wages but only to put
them into a bag with holes (Isaiah 55:2; Haggai 1:6). Hislabour and toilsgo in vain.
Blessing departs from him and everything he earns goes to the creditor and the strangers.

5. Theenemy'sfutureisdark: "Let there be none to extend mercy to him, nor let there be
any to favour his fatherless children. Let his posterity be cut off, and in the generation
following let their name be blotted out. Let the iniquity of his fathers be reparaed before
the LORD, and let not the sin of his mother be blotted out. Let them be continually before
the LORD, that He may cut off the memory of them from the earth” (verses 12-15).
Parents eat sour grapes and their children's teeth are set on edge. Socially, the wicked
people leave behind a bad memory. Economically, they bequeath their children debts.
Physically, they pass their diseases on to their offspring. This certainly affects the future
of their children who are blamed for their problems by their contemporaries. Even if a
wicked person repents after years of wickedness and receives forgiveness from the Lord,
people still reproach his children, because God forgets the transgressions of a penitent,
but men repara them. The crucified thief repented and even entered paradise, but people
must have continued to reproach his children and grandchildren because their father and
grandfather was athief who died nailed to a cross!

6. Cursefallsupon the enemy: "Because he did not reparato show mercy, but persecuted
the poor and needy man, that he might even slay the broken in heart. As he loved cursing,
S0 let it come to him; as he did not delight in blessing, so let it be far from him. As he
clothed himself with cursing as with his garment, so let it enter his body like water, and
like oil into his bones. Let it be to him like the garment which covers him, and for a belt
with which he girds himself continually" (verses 16-19). The Lord was gracious to this
wicked person and extended mercy to him, but he did not show mercy to the poor beggar;
he rather drove him away from his door and sent him with curses and painful words that
crushed his heart so that he almost died. God blessed him with the blessing of the world,
but the man loved cursing and turned to wickedness. So blessing went far from him.
Cursing surrounded him like a garment he wore night and day, and entered his body like
water that causes the curse and makes the belly swell and the thigh rot (Numbers 5:22).
The curse permeated through his bones like oil, making them weak and brittle. Water and
oil usually symbolize blessing, but this blessing turned into a curse for the wicked who
drove away the poor. The Lord says to him, "Inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the
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least of these, you did not do it to Me.... And these will go away into everlasting
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life"(Matthew 25:45,46).

7. Thejudgment of the wicked: "Let this be the Lord's reward to my accusers, and to those
who speak evil against my person”(verse 20). The Lord is compassionate, righteous and
extends mercy to all; He exerts longsuffering with the sinner to bring him to repentance.
"TheLordis... longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all
should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). Asto those who grow obstinate, they earn
terrible wrath and judgment for themselves as the wages for their lack of repentance.

9.3. Third: The Reason for Invoking Divine Help
(verses 21-27)

This part starts with "But,"which indicates a change of attitude and a different thought. The
psalmist's soul was filled with the bitterness of self-pity because he reparaed the behaviour of
the wicked towards himself. Then he turned his gaze toward the source of his help and
strength. After reparaing the injustice of his enemies, he turned his face to God's constant
mercy to ask for His protection: "Who will rise up for me against the evildoers? Who will
stand up for me against the workers of iniquity? Unless the LORD had been my help, My
soul would soon have settled in silence”(Psalms 94:16,17). The psalmist lists four reasons for
soliciting God's help:

1. For sakeof theLord sname: "But You, O GOD the Lord, dea with mefor Y our
name's sake" (verse 21a). When the Lord's light shone on the psalmist, carrying along His
active grace, he stopped cursing his enemy, and hurried to the name of the LORD, the
strong tower; to which the righteous run and are safe (Proverbs 18:10). The name
describes the character. And the Lord's character is loving, powerful, holy and faithful.
The believer, on the other hand, is weak. He knows that he does not deserve God's
favour, so he takes shelter in the precious name by which he was called, and says, "Not
unto us, O LORD, not unto us, but to Y our name give glory, because of Y our mercy,
because of Y our truth"(Psalms 115:1).

2. Because of the declaration of the Lord's mercy: "Because Y our mercy is good, deliver
me"(verse 21b). Man does not deserve deliverance, but God's good mercy delivers him
any way. "Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed is the man who trustsin
Him!"(Psalms 34:8). "If | say, "My foot dips,' Y our mercy, O LORD, will hold me
up" (Psalms 94:18).

3. Becausethe psalmist is powerless. "For | am poor and needy, and my heart is wounded
within me. | am gone like a shadow when it lengthens; | am shaken off like alocust. My
knees are weak through fasting, and my flesh is feeble from lack of fatness. | also have
become a reproach to them; when they look at me, they shake their heads' (verses 22-25).
The wicked drove away poor and needy people, and wanted to slay the broken in heart
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(verse 16). Perhaps the psalmist was one of those, so he became like a shadow when it
lengthens toward sunset and is ready to disappear. He started to shake as though locusts
sapped his strength, or started to shake himself like alocust ready to fly away. Out of
fear, he kept away from food, so his knees trembled and he lost weight. He became an
object of ridicule to his enemies. This motivated him to seek God's help.

4. TodeclarethelLord'spower: "Help me, O LORD my God! Oh, save me according to
Y our mercy, that they may know that thisis Y our hand; that Y ou, LORD, have done
it!"(verses 26,27). The Lord certainly will rush to hisaid and deliver him. "This poor man
cried out, and the LORD heard him, and saved him out of all histroubles ... Many will
seeit and fear, and will trust in the LORD" (Psalms 34:6; 40:3). Thisis how the Lord
declaresto al that He is the Saviour of His people. Then they will repeat what the
peoples of the earth said as He brought His people out of the land of bondage to a
gpacious land: "Let all those who seek Y ou rejoice and be glad in You; let such aslove
Y our salvation say continually, "The LORD be magnified! " (Psalms 40:16).

9.4. Fourth: The Divine Answer

(verses 28-31)

The psalmist concludes his psalm with listing three contrasts between what he was like and
what heis now:

1. A blessing after a curse: "Let them curse, but Y ou bless'(verse 28a). Will a curse afflict
him whom the Lord has blessed? God said to Abraham, "I will bless those who bless you,
and | will curse him who curses you"(Genesis 12:3). Balaam could not curse God's
people because the Lord had already blessed them, saying, "Y ou shall not curse the
people, for they are blessed" (Numbers 22:12).

2. Joy after shame: "When they arise, let them be ashamed, but let Y our servant
rejoice” (verse 28b). How ashamed was the officer of Philippi's prison as he saw himself a
prisoner of his own fear, while Paul and Silas were released in their freedom! This
showed in hiscry: "Sirs, what must | do to be saved?'(Acts 16:30). They, on the other
hand, were praising and praying. Paul said to the Philippians, "Rejoice in the Lord
always. Again | will say, rejoice"(Philippians 4:4).

3. Salvation after danger: "Let my accusers be clothed with shame, and let them cover
themselves with their own disgrace as with amantle. | will greatly praise the LORD with
my mouth; yes, | will praise Him among the multitude. For He shall stand at the right
hand of the poor, to save him from those who condemn him" (verses 29-31). The
psalmist's enemies meant to do him harm, but the Lord meant their harm for good
(Genesis 50:20). It was his enemies that were put to shame, while he was released to
praise and thank God, because God saved him when he was nigh unto death. What a
contrast between the wicked who stands as an accuser at hisright hand (verse 6) and the
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poor at whose right hand the Lord stands to help and rescue him!

9.5. Questions
1. Why did the Church consider Psalm 109 a Messianic psam?
2. Meditating on verse 4 of this psalm, how can a believer give himself to prayer?

10. PSALM ONE HUNDRED AND TEN
Christ the Priest King

1 A Psalm of David. The LORD said tomy Lord, " Sit at My right hand, till | make Y our enemiesY our
footstool."

2TheLORD shall send therod of Your strength out of Zion. Rulein the midst of Your enemies!

3 Your people shall be volunteersin the day of Your power; in the beauties of holiness, from the womb
of the morning, You have the dew of Your youth.

4 The LORD hassworn and will not relent, " You area priest forever according to the order of
Melchizedek."

5TheLordisat Your right hand; He shall execute kingsin the day of Hiswrath.

6 He shall judge among the nations, He shall fill the placeswith dead bodies, He shall execute the heads
of many countries.

7 Heshall drink of the brook by the wayside; therefore He shall lift up the head.

This psalm is the most quoted psalm in the New Testament. Christ quoted it in Matthew
22:44 (cf. Mark 12:36 and Luke 20:42,43). Its content was also quoted in Matthew 26:64
when Christ said, "Hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the
Power."On the Day of Pentecost, Peter quoted it in his sermon (Acts 2:34,35). Again it was
guoted in Hebrews 1:13 to show that Christ is greater than the angels. The idea of Christ
sitting at the right hand of the Father is repeated in Mark 16:19; Acts 5:31; 7:55; Romans
8:34; Ephesians 1:20; Colossians 3:1; Hebrews 1:3; 8:1; 10:12; 12:2 and 1 Peter 3:22. The
idea of His kingship and the submission of all things under His feet is repeated in 1
Corinthians 15:24-27; Hebrews 10:13 and 1 Peter 3:22. The idea of the superiority of His
priesthood over that of the Levitical priesthood, and the fact that this priesthood is according
the order of Melchizedek, is repeated in Hebrews 5:5-7; 6:20 and 7:17-19. The descriptions
mentioned in this psalm can only apply to Christ. He alone is David's Lord; He aloneis
raised on the right hand of God; He alone will rule over His enemies forever; He alone
combined both kingship and priesthood. God the Father has raised up Christ after people had
rejected him. Peter and the apostles said to the Jews in that respect, "Him God has exalted to
Hisright hand to be Prince and Saviour, to give repentance to Isragl and forgiveness of
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sins'(Acts 5:31). And no wonder, since He is the One who offered Himself as an acceptable
atoning sacrifice: "After He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right
hand of God, from that time waiting till His enemies are made His footstool" (Hebrews
10:12,13). He sat at the right hand of the Father because He is the perfect intercessor and isin
no need for someone else to intercede for Him, for it is He "who died, and furthermore is also
risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us'(Romans
8:34). Christ quoted the first verse of this psalm to prove that He was the Messiah. It says,
"The LORD said to my Lord, "Sit at My right hand, till | make Y our enemies Y our

footstool." Thistook place in the week before His crucifixion after the elders of Jews asked
him four questions:

1. They asked Him a personal question:When He cleansed the temple from sellers and
money-changers, they asked Him, "By what authority are Y ou doing these things? And
who gave Y ou this authority?'His answer was that John the Baptist, whom the Jews
received as a prophet, testified to Christ's heavenly authority (Matthew 21:23-27).

2. They asked Him a political question: "Isit lawful to pay taxesto Caesar, or not?'He
answered them that taxes must be paid, because we must render to Caesar what is
Caesar's and to God what is God's. We must perform both our civil and spiritual duties
(Matthew 22:17-21).

3. They asked Him a doctrinal question: They asked about a woman who married seven
times. Her seven husbands died, and last of al the woman died also. Then whose wife of
the seven will she be in the resurrection? He answered them that in the resurrection
people neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels of God in heaven. His
guestioners were Sadducees, who did not believe in the resurrection. So Christ confirmed
to them that the resurrection was true, because God says He is the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac and the God of Jacob. God is not the God of the dead, but of the living
(Matthew 22:23-33).

4. They asked Him a spiritual question: Which commandment is the greatest in the Law?
He answered, "Y ou shall love the LORD your God with al your heart, with all your soul,
and with al your mind."And the second islike it: "Y ou shall love your neighbour as
yourself" (Matthew 22:34-40).

After answering their four questions, He addressed this question to them: "What do you think
about the Christ? Whose Son is He?' They answered Him, "The Son of David"(Matthew
22:42). Thisiswhat the prophecies of the Old Testament say. Quoting the opening of Psalm
110, He asked them, "How then does David in the Spirit call Him "Lord,' saying: "The LORD
saidto my Lord, "Sit at My right hand, till I make Y our enemies Y our footstool"*? If David
then calls Him "Lord," how is He his Son?'The Jews kept silent and could not answer Him,
because the only answer was that Christ our Lord isthe Son of David in the flesh, and at the
same time the Lord of David in the Spirit.
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Christ's question confirms that the Psalms are written by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, as
it explains, too, that the content of Psalm 110 does not apply to aking, priest or prophet of
human origin. Its object is the Messiah, the awaited Saviour who is to come from heaven,
and therefore He is far greater than David. The king of the Jews used to come from the tribe
of Judah, from the lineage of David, whereas their priests came from the tribe of Levi and
from the lineage of Aaron. The way the elders of the Jews refrained from answering Christ's
guestion tells us beyond doubt that this is the true exegesis of the psalm, which was
commonly accepted by all the congregations of the Jews.

Christ used to drive his audience to search the Holy Scriptures, for He once said to them,
"Search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which
testify of Me"(John 5:39). Thisis adviceto all of usto study the Scriptures for ourselves, to
ask the One who inspired them to explain their meanings and reveal their hidden treasures to
us. Today, we can say with assurance that Christ, who became incarnate as man and was
born of the Virgin Mary isthe Son of David according to the flesh, but at the same time the
Word of God according to the Spirit. Whatever prophecies about Jesus' divinity and the
triune nature of God that occurred in the Old Testament were concealed at first, but they
were |ater revealed in the New Testament.

Christ said, "My Father has been working until now, and | have been working."For that
reason the Jews sought all the more to kill Him, because He not only broke the Sabbath, but
also said that God was His Father, making Himself equal with God (John 5:17,18). Christ
also said, "Most assuredly, | say to you, before Abraham was, | AM." So the Jews wanted to
stone Him because He called Himself "I AM", the name of the ever-existent God (John
8:58,59). But when He made Himself equal with God, He was not usurping something that
was not His (Philippians 2:6). "And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness:
God was manifested in the flesh” (1 Timothy 3:16). It was said, "And what is the exceeding
greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His mighty
power. which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His
right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality and power and might and
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that whichisto
come. And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over al thingsto the
church... When He ascended on high, He led captivity captive, And gave gifts to men. Now
this, "He ascended'’; what does it mean but that He also first descended into the lower parts of
the earth? He who descended is a so the One who ascended far above all the heavens, that He
might fill all things'(Ephesians 1:19-22; Ephesians 4.8-10). " Seeing then that we have a great
High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our
confession. For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses,
but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly to the
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need"(Hebrews
4:14-16). "Who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, angels and authorities
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and powers having been made subject to Him" (1 Peter 3:22). All this means that the LORD
told my Lord after He had completed the work of redemption to sit at Hisright hand, at the
position of authority. Then, "at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven,
and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that
Jesus Christis Lord, to the glory of God the Father" (Philippians 2:10,11).

The psalm contains the following:
e First: Christ the King (verses 1-3)
» Second: Christ the Priest (verses 4-7)

10.1. First: Christ theKing

(verses 1-3)

1. Thedeclaration of Christ'skingdom: "The LORD said to my Lord"(verse 1a). At the
opening of the psalm David de-clares, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, that there
isadia-logue running among the three divine Persons within the Holy Trinity. Thisis not
surprising, for indeed "1n the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God" (John 1:1). David says that Christ the King is his Lord, hence the
LORD asks his Lord, the Messiah, who is the Word and Anointed of the LORD, to sit at
His right hand. Now we have heard God say in Psalm 2, "I will declare the decree: The
LORD has said to Mg, "You are My Son, today | have begotten You'... Kiss the Son, lest
He be angry, and you perish in the way, when Hiswrath iskindled but alittle. Blessed
are al those who put their trust in Him"(Psalms 2:7,12). Joshua expressed the same to the
commander of the army of the LORD when he came to him. "Joshuafell on hisfaceto
the earth and worshiped, and said to Him, "What does my Lord say to His servant? He
answered him, "Take your sandal off your foot, for the place where you stand is
holy™ (Joshua 5:14,15). So let us have sensitive ears like Samuel who said when called by
the Lord, "Speak, for Y our servant hears'(1 Samuel 3:10). Let us obey what the Virgin
Mary said to the guests at the wedding in Cana of Galilee, "Whatever He saysto you, do
it"(John 2:5). Let usjoin Saul of Tarsusin saying to Christ, "Lord, what do Y ou want me
to do?'(Acts 9:6). May our hearts be filled with trust in the Lord King whenever buffeted
by the storms and waves of life, for the Lord King will come to us to calm us down. He
will subject the waves under His feet, as He had already come for His disciples when He
walked on the waves of the Sea of Galilee, which was ready to swallow them up. He
calmed it down and rescue them (Mark 6:45-53).

2. Theeminence of Christ'skingdom: "Sit at My right hand"(verse 1b). Sitting at the right
hand signifies an honourable and great position, as well as the completion of work. The
Lord sent Christ, His Word, into our world to fulfil the work of redemption, and having
completed it, He said, "I have glorified Y ou on the earth. | have finished the work which
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Y ou have given Me to do. And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Y ourself, with
the glory which | had with Y ou before the world was'(John 17:4,5). Thus He earned the
right to sit at the right hand of majesty in the highest, and God also highly exalted Him
and gave Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth
(Philippians 2:9,10). The equality between "LORD"and "my Lord"is fully apparent in the
Gospel. The Messiah is greater than David for David calls Him "my Lord". David did not
ascend to heaven, but Christ was received up into heaven (Mark 16:19). Heis also greater
than the angels, for God never said to any of the angels, "Sit at My right hand, till | make
Y our enemies Y our footstool” (Hebrews 1:13). The LORD and my Lord are on one
throne, for Christ said, "l and My Father are one"(John 10:30). Only oneis equal to the
Father in substance, true God of true God, light of light. Apostle Peter said of Him on the
Day of Pentecost, "This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses.
Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the
promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear. For David
did not ascend into the heavens, but he says himself: "The LORD said to my Lord, "Sit at
My right hand, till | make Y our enemies Y our footstool." Therefore let all the house of
Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and
Christ"(Acts 2:32-36). The LORD said to my Lord, "Sit at my right hand, on My own
throne, equal to Me, after Y ou have completed the work of redemption."He could have
never asked a created human being, however holy, influential or knowledgeable of the
se-crets of the heavens, to sit at the right hand of the LORD. The right hand is the place
of authority, and humans are created of dust.

3. Thetriumph of Christ'skingdom (verses 1c,?2):

1. Thesubmission of the enemiesto Christ: "Till | make Y our enemies Y our
footstool"(verse 1c). It israther strange that there is continued resistance to Christ the
King, described in Psalm 2 in terms of the kings and rulers of the earth conspiring
together against Him. But the Father saysto Him, "Ask of Me, and | will give You
the nations for Y our inheritance, and the ends of the earth for Y our
possession”(Psalms 2:7,8). "For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His
feet"(1 Corinthians 15:25). The Book of Revelation describes this battle by saying
about the enemies of Christ, "These will make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb will
overcome them, for Heis Lord of lords and King of kings; and those who are with
Him are called, chosen and faithful"(Revelation 17:14). The enemies must be made
Hisfootstool, asign of abject defeat, asit was said in Revelation: "He was clothed
with arobe dipped in blood, and His name is called the Word of God... Now out of
His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He
Himself will rule them with arod of iron"(Revelation 19:13,15). But we do not see
everything under Christ's feet yet, because the end has not yet come. This time of
grace is a chance for those who are far away to repent, and for those who are in
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rebellion to submit, because "the riches of God's goodness, forbearance and
longsuffering may lead some to repentance” (Romans 2:4).

2. Theauthority of Christ theLord: "The LORD shall send the rod of Y our strength
out of Zion"(verse 2a). The rod of strength is the sceptre of dominion that embodies
authority and power, to protect His subjects, and to punish the rebels. "He shall judge
between the nations, and rebuke many people; they shall beat their swords into
ploughshares, and their spearsinto pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword
against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore"(Isaiah 2:4). The Lord sent the
rod of His strength and grace out of Jerusalem, when He commanded His disciples
not to depart from it until they have received the Holy Spirit, and be invested with
power; and become witnesses to Him in Jerusalem, and in al Judea and Samaria, and
to the end of the earth (Acts 1:4-8). This did happen on the Day of Pentecost (Acts
2:1-4). Christ's sceptre reminds us of Moses rod, which split open the Red Seato
make way for the people to cross over, and made water gush out from the rock
(Exodus 14:21; 17:5). It is Christ who makes way for His people through the sea and
fills them with the river of His blessings. Christ's sceptre also reminds us of the rod of
Aaron, which sprouted and put forth buds (Numbers 17:8). Christ, the Word of God,
was incarnated and came to usin the form of a man, but those who only looked on the
surface did not believe Him, and He wasin their eyeslike Aaron's dry rod. They were
the ones "whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on
them" (2 Corinthians 4:4). But those who came close to Him and to whom God gave
theinsight to believe in Him, they saw Him as Saviour and Redeemer. His character
and teachings proved to them that He is the Word of God who carried all God's
authority. Christ's sceptre reminds us also of the golden sceptre which King
Ahasuerus held out to Esther so that she could have accessto hisroyal presence.
Christ possesses of the sceptre of power and grace, who said, "I am the way, the truth,
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me" (John 14:6). Thus He
opened for us the door leading to the mercy-seat, and to heaven. "He holds the key of
David. What He opens no one can shut, and what He shuts no one can
open"(Revelation 3:7). He is the One holding the triumphant, royal authority.

3. Theauthority of Christ the Lord: "Rulein the midst of Y our enemies!”(verse 2b).
Perhaps these are the words of the LORD to my Lord, or the words of the people to
my Lord, or words of prayer from the psalmist himself to my Lord. They carry a
promise of renewing victory. Although the enemies surround him, yet he must
assume power and rule, and pluck the fruit of his triumph. Although His enemies are
there, victory is still Christ's because He went out conquering and to conquer.

4. Thearmy of Christ the King (verse 3):
1. Anarmy of holy volunteers. "Y our people shall be volunteersin the day of Y our
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power; in the beauties of holiness’(verse 3a). Christ will win His battle in the day of
His power through his volunteers who are adorned with holiness, who are neither
forced nor coerced by anyone to join Him in His holy war against the devil. The
Spirit of God works in them as He worked in the children of Israel making them enlist
in Deborah and Barak's army, who sang on their behalf, "When leaderslead in Isradl,
when the people willingly offer themselves, bless the LORD!"(Judges 5:2). And in
such amanner the Spirit of God worked in Isaiah, who heard a general divine call
crying, ""Whom shall | send, and who will go for Us? Then | said, Heream I! Send
me™ (Isaiah 6:8). And thus did Paul when he said to the Philippians, "Yes, and if | am
being poured out as a drink offering on the sacrifice and service of your faith, | am
glad and rejoice with you all" (Philippians 2:17). And thisis also what Scriptures
require of us: "l beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your
reasonable service... not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the
Lord"(Romans 12:1,11). So let us obey the apostolic admonition: "Put on the whole
armour of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil... take up
the whole armour of God... And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God"(Ephesians 6:11-17). May the Lord be the obeyed
Master of our lives, the worshiped Lord of our families, and our leader in every work
He assigns to us.

. A deployed army of heavenly beings. "From the womb of the morning, Y ou have
the dew of Y our youth"(verse 3). The womb of the morning is the most beautiful hour
of daytime, when light is born as an indication of the end of the night and the
dispersion of darkness. Christ said, "l have come as a light into the world, that
whoever believesin Me should not abide in darkness' (John 12:46). The people of
God are the children of light, born again of the Holy Spirit, like the dew that falls
down at dawn, meriting to be admired by these words:. "Behold, how good and how
pleasant it isfor brethren to dwell together in unity! ... It islike the dew of Hermon,
descending upon the mountains of Zion; for there the LORD commanded the
blessing; life forevermore” (Psalms 133:1,3). The Lord has sent out the sceptre of His
power, which is the gospel of salvation, which has brought life and immortality to
light. Believers cameto enlist in the army of the Lord, many of whom were young.
This large number of young people were like the refreshing dew of the morning,
which spread from heaven in abundance and quietness at dawn and quenched the
thirst of souls craving for the word of God and His salvation, and released the
prisoners of Satan from the bonds of their sins. They rush out to volunteer as soon as
they hear the divine call, deploy to fight the Lord's battle against his evil enemies,
taking them captive into His obedience, making light of adversities and death for they
did not love their livesto the death (Judges 5:18; Revelation 12:11). O, you pure
believers, who have been born of heaven at dawn, water the earth all around you!
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You are ablessed army to the Lord, so deploy, fan out as holy volunteers to offer the
world Christ's salvation and blessing! Y ou are "a chosen generation, aroyal
priesthood, a holy nation, His own specia people, that you may proclaim the praises
of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvellous light"(1 Peter 2:9).

10.2. Second: Christ the Priest
(verses 4-7)

A priest is someone who tells God about people, and tells people about God. He announces
God's words to the people, and intercedes for them with God. Christ, the Word of God, is
both the Word and the Speaker. He is the Message and the Messenger. He is the Prophet and
the object of prophecy. In Christ, the Word, we get to know God in His fullness, for He said,
"He who has seen Me has seen the Father” (John 14:9). Since time immemorial, God reveal ed
Himself in nature, which declares His glory, and the firmament, which shows His handiwork
(Psalms 19:1), and by the prophets, at various times and in various ways (Hebrews 1:1). His
full revelation of Himself, however, isin His Word, who came to us born of His Spiritin
Bethlehem. He is the way, the truth and the life. This "Word"is the only mediator between
God and man, because He is perfect, flawless and needs no intercessor Himself. He paid off
our debts and took our place.

1. Theeminenceof Christ's priesthood: "The LORD has sworn and will not relent, “Y ou
are apriest forever according to the order of Melchizedek™ (verse 4). Christ's eminent
priestly sta-tus is made known because it is declared by a divine oath. God has declared
Christ's kingship by aword from Himself that carries His authority: "The LORD said to
my Lord."But He declared Christ's priesthood by an oath: "The LORD has sworn and
will not relent.” "For men indeed swear by the greater, and an oath for con-firmation is
for them an end of all dispute. Thus God, determining to show... the immutability of His
counsel, confirmed it by an oath" (Hebrews 6:16,17). Scriptures compare the priesthood
of the tribe of Levi and that of Christ as follows: "For they have become priests without
an oath, but He with an oath by Him who said to Him: "The LORD has sworn and will
not relent, "Y ou are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek,"" by so much
more Jesus has become a surety of a better covenant” (Hebrews 7:21,22).

There were two priestly orders; one of Aaron, which is simple priesthood, and another of
M el chizedek, which comprises both priesthood and kingship. In this psalm we see a
revelation of the eminence of Christ's order- it is of the order of Melchizedek, not that of
Aaron. The story of Melchizedek isfound in Genesis 14:18-20. He was aking with a
Semitic name meaning "king of righteousness'. He was the king of Salem, i.e. Jerusalem,
which means " City of Peace", aswell as being a priest to the Most High. He offered
Abraham bread and wine for food and blessed him, so Abraham gave him the tithes to
support him. This should mean that Melchizedek must be greater than Abraham, because
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he blessed Abraham. Melchizedek was not a Hebrew, but a keeper of God's old law while
living among the heathens. Therefore he preceded Abraham and the priests that came
after him. Melchizedek represents Christ; both were kings and priests at the same time,
and neither of them was of the tribe of Levi. Their priesthood does not have a known
beginning or end, for Christ has "neither beginning of days nor end of life"(Hebrews 7:3).
Both of them reign with righteousness and peace. Christ is righteous within Himself and
He makes righteous all those who believe in Him, so much so that they say, "Therefore,
having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ"(Romans 5:1). Christ isthe King of peace who said, "Peace | |leave with you, My
peace | give to you; not as the world gives do | giveto you. Let not your heart be
troubled, neither let it be afraid... and the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus'(John 14:27;
Philippians 4.7). He is the peaceful King who does not fight, but does good. When the
Pharisees conspired against Him to kill Him, "Jesus knew it,... withdrew from there. And
great multitudes followed Him, and He healed them al. Y et He warned them not to make
Him known, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by |saiah the prophet, saying:
"Behold! My Servant whom | have chosen, My Beloved in whom My soul iswell
pleased! | will put My Spirit upon Him, and He will declare justice to the Gentiles. He
will not quarrel nor cry out, nor will anyone hear His voice in the streets. A bruised reed
He will not break, and smoking flax He will not quench, till He sends forth justice to
victory; and in His name Gentiles will trust™ (Matthew 12:14-21). Christ's priesthood
towered above Levi's due to its permanence, for His priesthood endures forever,
according to the order of Melchizedek: "Since He aways lives to make intercession for
them" (Hebrews 7:25). This contrasts with Levi's priesthood, which ended in death. So the
children of Isragl had to appoint a new high priest when the old one died. In view of
Aaron and his descendants' sinful nature, the high priest of the order of Aaron was
required to enter into the holy of holies carrying blood to atone for himself first. If the
Lord was pleased with him, he would return and enter again with blood to atone for the
sins of the people. Christ, however, entered the holy of holies not with blood to atone for
Himself, because He did not need to offer a sacrifice for Himself, but with His own blood
for others. The high priest of the order of Aaron used to offer the sacrifice to the Most
Holy once every year, but Christ offered one sacrifice, and obtained eternal redemption.
On the basis of this redemption, He is the guarantor of a better covenant.

. Thevictory of Christ's priesthood: "The Lord isat Y our right hand; He shall execute
kingsin the day of Hiswrath. He shall judge among the nations, He shall fill the places
with dead bodies, He shall execute the heads of many countries'(verses 5,6). What does
the Lord do to him who rejects Christ and His kingdom? And what is the result of
hardness of the heart that rejects God's salvation? It is the terrible judgment on the last
day. "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son
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into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. He
who believesin Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned
already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. And
thisis the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness
rather than light, because their deeds were evil"(John 3:16-19). Speaking of judgment
may sound harsh and cruel, but we must be aware of the seriousness of the divine laws:
"Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also
reap” (Galatians 6:7). Those wicked ones sowed darkness, and now they reap eternal
destruction and judgment. True, God isaloving God, but at the sametime Heis ajust
God.

3. Theexaltednessof Christ's priesthood: "He shall drink of the brook by the wayside;
therefore He shall lift up the head" (verse 7). Perhaps Christ was meant as the one who
shall drink of the brook and lift up His head in victory, or it may be the army of Christ.
But Christ's victory is actually the victory of Hisarmy. When the rains of divine blessing
inundate our land, the rivers will fill with water to fill and refresh God's people.

Perhaps the psalmist thought back to the judge Gideon and his victorious army. An army
of thirty-two thousand soldiersrallied to him and ten thousand remained behind. So the
Lord said to Gideon, "The people who are with you are too many for Me... lest | srael
claim glory for itself against Me, saying, "My own hand has saved me.' Now therefore,
proclaim..., "Whoever is fearful and afraid, let him turn and depart..." And twenty-two
thousand of the people returned, and ten thousand remained. But the LORD said to
Gideon, "The people are still too many; bring them down to the water... Everyone who
laps from the water with his tongue, as adog laps, you shall set apart by himself; likewise
everyone who gets down on his knees to drink." And the number of those who lapped,
putting their hand to their mouth, was three hundred men... Then the LORD said to
Gideon, "By the three hundred men who lapped | will save you, and deliver the
Midianites into your hand™ (Judges 7:2-7). And it was so. Those who drank of the brook
by the wayside won the victory, and lifted up their heads in triumph. The brook never
impeded their march; it rather urged them on.

Or perhaps the psalmist meant that the victorious army of Christ reststo drink and
recover strength, then carries on the march of their spiritual war against the powers of
evil. For the Lord calls them, "Ho! Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters'(Isaiah
55:1). Christ said, "If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who believesin
Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow riversof living water. But this He
spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive”(John 7:37-39).

The Holy Spirit fell upon the followers of Christ on the Day of Pentecost, giving them
strength to overcome their fears and weak-nesses, and they became withessesto Christ in
Jerusalem, in Judea and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). The people of Christ still
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drink their fill of His Holy Spirit as He fills them. They drink their fill of the justice of
their cause, aswell as God's favour upon them, God's blessings and faithfulness and their
own victories. So they say, "How preciousis Y our loving kindness, O God! Therefore the
children of men put their trust under the shadow of Y our wings. They are abundantly
satisfied with the fullness of Y our house, and Y ou give them drink from the river of Y our
pleasures' (Psalms 36:7,8).

So let us drink of the brook of God's bliss and call othersto drink their fill with us, so that
we may lift up our triumphant heads with the salvation of the Lord, until we accomplish
the final victory that is described by Revelation: "And he showed me a pure river of
water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb ... the
throne of God and of the Lamb shall bein it, and His servants shall serve Him. They shall
see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads. There shall be no night there:
They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall
reign forever and ever"(Revelation 22:1-5).

10.3. Questions
1. What isthe difference between the priestly order of Aaron and that of Melchizedek?

2. What isthe meaning of verse 7 of this psalm, which says, "He shall drink of the brook by
the wayside; therefore He shall lift up the head"?

11. Quiz

There are two questions at the end of each chapter. Y ou are invited to write and send us the
answersto them. If you answer 15 of these questions correctly we will send you abook as a
prize. Or you may join our Bible school by correspondence and work toward a certificate.

Call of Hope- P.O. Box 100827 - 70007 Stuttgart - Germany
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